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HE AvTno  him- 
ſelfe, being hindred by | 
death,from digeſting bu | 
thouphts into T raFates | 8 
more accommodate for all mens | | 
 vſe, preſaged notwithſlanding, a 
little before his death , that they 
would be preſſed into publike VIeW 
by one or other, who might per- 
haps beeleſſe carefull. which that | 
be might preuent, bee bequeathed 
| the care of thoſe Sermons that were 
4 2 only | 


< 


. . 
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| _TotheReader. 4 
only preached atLincolnes lnne, 


to thoſe hu worth3 friends, by 
' whom you ſee them fanhfully ſet 


_—_———_—— 


| forth, who lung in the ( 1ty, were | 
| | better connerſant with thoſe that 
' tooke them from bis mouth + <All 
| othtrs whatſoenuer vnto vs, who 
| (though much more ynworchy and 
|  Pnable)werezet morefrequently bis | 
\ eAuditors in other places,and had | 
| reaſon fully to know bu Dottrine_., 
| ' manner of life,purpoſe,«xc. ſhould 
therefore bee more guilty of vn- | 
| grateful negligence, if any of thoſe 
Lamps, intowhich be emptied the 
| 
| 


golden oile out of himſelfe, ſhould 
nos by vs be lighted vp to. ferue the 
Temple, to ck vndoubtedly by 
| bim they were deuoted, Moued 
| therefore wh the neceſſaty. of our 


| duty, | 
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4 To the Reader. nn 
| 


duty, their f former good example, [ 

and the ſucceſſetull entertainment | | 
| thereſt have found, we ave bere ad- 
venture into light theſe fiue Jour | 
| Sermons, preached at ſpectalltmes, 
and in 4uditories of greateſt worth. 
and expettation , and accordingly | 
compoſed of more exatt materials, | Y 
and cloſer put together, which in 
| him may well be pardoned, Who in 
all brs other works did bow 'E more | 
ſublime and raiſed parts to loweſt | 
| appreben/zons. Wee hane laboured | | 
| what ve could to diſcharge the truſt 
by him repoſed in vs, and deſire. 
; that others would be pleaſed 0 for-- 
beare the putting forth of any thing | 
| of ka, without acquainting ſome of 

VS therewith, by him deputed for | 


that worke ; who as ſoone as may | | 
LL. | 
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To the Reader. | 


he will bee carefull to , preſent thee 
with what elſe ſoeuer we ſhall rhink: | 
Þſefwll: the Lord grant they may 
doe as much ood as the Author f 
them did intend. 


| 
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| The Doctrines, wa the molt 


ſpeciall notes coca in theſe | 
enſuing Sermons, 
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| page 5 | 
| 2. What i meant by ſaying, That the | 
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T1 


6. Whethey there bee any wrerring viſible Indge of | 
Controner fietor no, with three anſwers therewnts, 


12,13 | 
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Is L 

| 9. _— 0? m_ wy any thing ontruſe of rhe | 

urch, but of the Wor 19,20 | 

10.Miniſters and Maviſtrates how vhey ſhould toqne | 

; together inthe Church of God, 3%". OE. 

| 22> The motines thereunto out of the very text. 11,27 | 
$ - The \ ( 
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The ſccond Sermon. | 
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F- 13. How aead * Firſt, partly through igno. 

| 
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race, and partly throu gh hardneſſe of heart. 29,30 
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Gods. 64,05,&c.70,71 | 
24. That irs agreas part of wiſdome to foreſee the | 
orcateſt danger tocome, whilſt it PP fe ce off, 8 2,83 
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But if Itarry lon long , that thou mayeſt know 
how thou — : to behaue thy ſelfe in 


the lining God, the «ms and grojnd f | 


| 
| 
| 
the bouſe of God, which is the (hurch of 
| 
\ the Truth, 


& Here are two maine princi- 
TERY ples, vpon which the whole 
So. frame ot Popery is founded, 
| , That the Charch of Rome 
of urbo onely Catholike Chareb : 
22 Sed ©, ſecondly , That the Church 
Carnes erre, By which later 
prnciplthy hav brought on hank: a- 
eſpe- 


The Pillar and Ground 


deſperate neceſflitie, neuer to amend or re- 
forme whatſocuer is once decided by the 
Church. Theſe are the principles they firſt 
inſtill into their Nouices ; theſe are the trains, 
wherewith they ſecke to winne men to them- 
ſelues: for when they cannot proue their | 
points in ſpeciall and particular, they rake | 
themall in groſſe, and by this one principle 
(Our Church, (which cannot erre,hathſo decided 
it )they prouea bundle of them altogether. So 
when they can (hew no ground in Scripture 
for their clouded, vngrounded, ſuperadded 0. 
pinions, they faſten them and hang them all 
vpon this pinacle of the Church; which be- 
cauſe it is infallible, admits of nocxamination, | 
And whereas truth ſcckes out no corners, de. 
fires to ſeerhelight, and come totriall ; Pope. 
ric delights to hide it ſclfe in theſe obſcure and 
vncertaine generalities. As for example : aske 
chem what ground they haue for inuocation of 
Saints, worſhipping of Images, Indulgences, 
ſuperadded Sacraments,and a multitude of ſy- 
perſtitious ceremonies ; their anſwer is, The 
Church hath ſo decided ir ; and her decrees are | 
all infallible,and not tobe examined by par- 
| ticular men, which are inferiour, Sothat pull 
| bur this pillar downe, as Sampſon did, and the 
' whole frame of Poperie, with all that ſtay 
| themſelucs yponit, comespreſently eumbling 


| downe. 
| Yet becauſe they thnke it too improbable a 
| conrſe | 


| Tn 
Fa. 4 
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courſe to build all on the naked aſſertion of the | 
Church, which is onely to interprete and nor 
ro makethe Text, thereforethey bring in Tra- 
ditions, which they call vnwritren verities, and 
| make them ofequall value and credite with the 
Text: burif youaske them what theſe ynwrit- 
ren verities are, and howthey may be knowne 
| from counterfeit ; they ſay onely che Church 
can tell that,to whoſe cuſtodie they were com- 
mitted, and who onely is ableto iudge infal- 
libly, which are the genuine Traditions, and 
| which not. cry if SEE at any time bee 
brought againſt any of theſc points, they ſay it 
belongs to the Church of Rome = 5c 
what bookes of Scripture are canonicall, what 
tranſlation is authenticall, what iaterptetation 
muſt be the ſenſe of Scripture,and in effeR they 
will be onely iudged by themſelues, and what- 
ſocuer we ſay, they choke vs with theſe princi- 
| ples,Theirs # the onely Church, and, The Charch 
C4 HEMEXY EXTEC, 
Now of all places of Scripture, whereby | 
they would viadicate to themſelues this priut- | 
ledge,this verſe that I haue read is one of the 
Ew ; but how juſtly, wee are now to con- 
ider . | 4 
Sayes the Apoſtle to Timothy, 1 bane written | 
| onto thee, that thaw mayeit know how to behane 


 tby ſelfe in the houſe of Gad: as if he ſhould ſay, It 


is of much momentthatthe houſe of God bee{ 
ordered and kept aright, be ſwept conti 
F- $ _* li and | 


LY 


| 


—— 


The. Pillar and Ground 


| andpurged, becauſeit is the Pillar and Ground | 
of Truth, that is, the ground and place where 

truth ( whichis the houſholds food ) is nouti- 

ſhed, and doth grow z into which it falſhood| 
creepe,their food will ſoone bee poiſoned, and | 
ſo not nouriſh but corrupt, not fit them to ſal- 
uation but deſtruction : ſo that the Apoſtlein' 
this verſc hath this double ſcope, | 

Firſt; to deſcribe rhe Church bythisdiſtin-| 
guiſhing propertie,char it is the Piller & Ground 
of Trath, chat is, Truth. is the figne, where- 
| by this houſe of God is knowne from other: 
houſes.” 31 V4; 

Secondly,he ſayes;in the houſe of God e+6.not | 
in the Church' of Epheſus, leſt any ſhould 
conclude (as now the Papiſts would )that the 
truth were ſo nailed and faſtened to any one 
particular hoaſe or pillar, that it could never be 
taken downe from thence,and hanged vp in an- 
other place , which isflat contrarieto the ſcope 
of the Apoſtle in this place, who-inthe begin- 
ning of the next chapter ſhewes evidently, that 
inthe later times ſome ſhould depart from the 
faith, and giue heed ro ſeducing ſpirits and 
doarines of Deuils, forbidding to merry, and 
commanding 'q 0 abHaine from meats. | 

The Papiſts would make'vs beleeue, that be- 
cauſe the truth was once at Rome, it is there 
ſill. Rell and place where once 
it was,they may ſtill ſhew perhaps ; but the in- 
 habicanc is now departed; and the &uth, which | 


was | 


| 


_ 
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was the Ggne, istaken downe, and hanged vp 

| elſewhere, in ſtead whereof theſe very errours 

hengdich the Apoſtle doth forctell to'bethe 

| 1130les of Truth's departure, forbidding to merry, 
| anacommaenaing ts abitaine from meats, Tf they | 
obiec,they torbidnot all ro marrie. Ianſwer, | 

no hereticke or people ſince the beginning of 
the world did cuerdoe it,/nor is it credible that | 
any ever will , forthen the world would ſoone | 
| beatanend: bur they forbid ſome to marrie | 
ar any time,asthe Clergie all at ſometimes , | 
andthat notas a precept of conueniencie, but | 
neceſſitic and holineſſe, | 
The Papiſts indeed ſay,thatthe Churchis ſo 
the pillar and ground of truth, tharthere is no | 
truth but what comes from the Church, &that | 
 whatſoeucr comes from the Church is true in- | 
fallibly,and not ſubie@ttoerrour : butthis can- 
not bethc Apoſtles meaning here. Firſt, there 
' may be truths in other Writers thatare not of 
the Church :though the Garden bee the moſt 
| connenient andordinarie place and ground of 
hearbs , yet ſome Violets may bee gathered in 
the Woods,and on the high-way fide, - | 
| By Truththerefore here is tweant diuine and | | 
ſacred truth,a plant of Gods owne Garden, not | 
erowing in the Wildernefle and Waſt. 

Beſides, as ſome truths may be found without 
the Church, ſo ſome errours may. bee found FY 
within the Church : though the Garden be the 
proper groundand place of hearbs,yetweedes 
may ' 
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| charge the truſt thatis committed tothem. 


| people,of Epheſus,orCorinth,or Rome,or any 


{ Church continued at Rome, ſo long thetruth 


The Pillar and Ground 


I_ 


may alſo grow there, astates may in the field, 
which notwithſtanding is the proper place of 
wheat. 
| Againe,when he ſaith, The Charchu the pillar 
and ground of trath, his meaning is, that in the 
Church of God, the truth ought alwaicsto bee 
preſeruedand kept,thatis, thoſe that profeſle 
themſeluesto bethe Church, ought to main- 
taine the truth;zthat is their duetie, which they 
are boundat all times to performe : but it's no 
| 00d conſequence to infer, A thing is ſurely 
aac ſome oughtto doe it; for men do 
not alwaics performe their duetics, nor dil- 


Laſtly, it isto be marked, that the Apoſtle 
faith in general tearmes, The Church « the pillar 
and ground of truth, notthis or that particular 


| othercitic or countrey; for the Church may 
make a progreſle, from one people toanother, 
25 now it hath from thoſe famous cities of 
Afia vnto other parts.” Indeede while the 
Church continues 1a a place, fo long the 
fundamentalltruthes continue, but when ſhce 
changeth habication, the truth gocs with her 
for theſe cannot dwell aſunder : while the 


If they obieR, thata pillar is the prop and 
 ſaftentsculum of that building wherein it is, 
 andtherefore cannot bee remoued to another 


continued,but no longer, 


= -—_ Da 202-104 


_—_— 


| Of TrRuT n. 
H 


—_— 


place, valeflerhe building be deſtroyed and pe- | 
riſh:fince then the Church of Rome was once 
the pillar and ground of truth,jitis ſo ſtill, 

I anſwer,the Apoſtle in this place ſpeakes of | -# 
a pillar, not more architefonico, as vnderſtan- 
ding by it ſome eſſentiall and inſeparable 
peece of the building, but more forexſs, tor ſuch 
| a poſt or pillar, on which tables and proclama- | , 
tions, and fach things are wont to hang ; and | 
from ſuch pillars ſuch things may ſoone bee 
ſeparated. Such a pillar was this people of 
Epheſus, which ſtood long afterthe truth was 
taken downe,and Mahumeraniſme hanged vp 
in ſtead therof. And thatirsthus meanr,appears 
by the other word,{$=#4e, joined with it, which 
ſi2nifies a ſeate or receptacle, at all rimes ſepa- | 
rable from whartis in ir. Andindeed(as betore | 
I faid)cthe Church is the ground of truth, as the 
 garden-is the ground of herbs, which wee 
| know may bee plucked vp and planted in ano- 
ther place. As therforerhat which hangs on the 

illar may be plucked downe, or other things | 

niger with.t ; as herbes may bce tranſlated 
from one garden toanother, or weedes grow 
with them; ſo that people which are now the 
Churchof God, may ceaſe to be ſo, or conti- 
nuing'the Church, may bce obnoxious vnto 
errours. 

And thatthis is the meaning of the place, 
and not that which the Papiſts hence deduce, 
namely, That the Church cannot erre;' may 
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|appeare by theſe reaſons. 


_ | the rockes and ſands: ſo the Lord ſaith to his 


| this, you may erre quickely, and: make ſhip- 


Kitt + 
Firſt,notto be capable of errour, is theinſe- 
parable attribute of God himſelf, for Godand | 
truth are termes conuertible, which cannot bee 
faid of any creature ; becauſe to creatures truth 
isa rule, from which they may decline;zas the 
Carpenters hand may from the line that guides | 
it. T ruth is not of the eſſence of a creature, as 
it's of Gods,and therfore ſeparable & diſtin , 
as the Carpenters line is a thing diſtinguiſhed. 
from his hand,and therefore may be ſeparated, 
his hand may ſometimes deuiate and goe awry. 
The decree and will of God is the rule it ſelte, 
and from it ſe!fe it cannot deuiate orerre but ' 
the creature hath alineof retitude, drawne to 
it by the Scripture, from which, though now 
se fatto it doth not ſwarue;yet de poſs4bils it may 
Eſ4.8.20, To the Law anatothe Teſlimonie;, if 
they ſpeake not according to this word, it # be- 
cauſe they haue-no light in them. As if one 
ſhould ſay to a Pilore, Know that in your eye, 
and in-your hand, there is no inſeparable and 
inbred rule, to guide you in your courſe, bur 
hereis a Compaſlle for to diretyou;it you look 
beftdethis, or negle@rhis, you will fall ypon 


Church, Know that in you there is no inherent 
{c)te-ſufficient light,bur here is my word,to be 
2 lanterne tO,youz if you keepe not your eye 0N 


wracke of yourfaith. 


Secondly, 
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Of Trur 8. 
Secondly, where there is ignorance there | 

| may beeerrour; for ignorance is the cauſe of | 
errour, as darkenefle is of ſtumbling , for a 
man cannot hauea perfect iudgement of things 
except he haue a perfe knowledge of them : 

now the moſt learned Biſhops that euer were, 
in generall Councels( which is the repreſenta- 
tive Church,ia all mens judgements leaſt ſub. ' 
iet vntoerrour) haue beene ignorant of many 
things; foreuen in humane things, whereof we 
are more capable, the wiſeſt men haue beene 
readieto profelle, that the greateſt part of that 
they knew, was the leaſt of that they knew.not; 
much more inthings diuine, in which oureyes_ 
are like the eyesof Batts and Owles, vato the 
brighteſt ſunne-ſhine,too weakeand too anguſt | 
tocomprehend them : therefore their know- | 
ledge becing defeRiue, their iudgement like- 

wiſe muſt needes be ſo. 1.Cor.13.11. Fe know 

in part, ſaith the Apoſtle, therefore wee pro- 

pheſie im part.CArifiatlecould ſay, He that looks 

not round about a thing, and ſecs notall the 

parts and corners of it, can giue no certaine 

iudgement ofit : now who can ſay in divine 

myſteries hee isable to ſee all things? and it he 

be not, hee may both bee decciued and de- | 
cciue, 

Laſtly, where God intends to giue the end, 
he alwaics giues the meanes to effect and _' 
that end topaſſe;but he giues nottothe Church 
the meanes of infallibilicic, as perfeRt know- 
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l:dge of the truth, ſincere loue of it, right orde- 
[red zcale for it;he rakes not alwaies from them 


thoſc ſinnefull luſts, which breed errings from 
thefaith, and often.thruſt and impell men into 
errour. 

. How oft have generall Councels bcene di- 
ſtrated into factions, leauened with malice, 
puft vp with pride, &c ? and ſhall we ſay when 
their hearts and mindesare thus corrupted, that 
their tongues are notwithſtanding infallibly 
ouer-ruled,to poure forth nothing elſe but ora- 
cles? To ſay that atthat inſtant there fals a ſpi- 
riteyponthem to guide them with immediate 
reuclation, isro approue the fanaticall fancies 
of the Anabaptiſts;which they take on them to 
abhorre; which notwithſtanding if any doe 
affirme,as ſome have beene bold to doe, they 
muſt conſider, that the Prophets which were 
guided by ſuch ſpirirs, and had the truth inſpi- 
red by viſions, and immediate reuelations,did 
neuer argue, diſcuſle, or reaſon of the things 
they ſpake and wrote, but only did declare and 
manifeſt what was renealed, butin generall 
Councels the truth is bolted out by reaſonings 


.toand fro, the concluſions many times diſpu- 
\| red of, and ſtrongly argued on both ſides : now 


where the premiſſes are onely probable, the 
conclufion cannot bec infallible; for they arc 
the cauſe ofrhe concluſion,and there cannot be 
more in the efteR: than was formerly in the 
cauſe. This is ſufficient to cuince,that though 
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 generall Councels doe not at all times de fads) 
erre(for weall acknowledge the great benefit 
| ofthe foure firſt generall Councels) yet to 
 fay that de poſsibil they cannor, is vacrly vn- 
true. 

Chriſt hath promiſed, 70h» 16. 13. to ſend| Obied.n, 
 hisSpirit, which ſhould lead them into alltruth; 
and Matth.28.20. to bee with themtotheend 
of the world. 

Theſe places muſt needes bee vnderſtood | A»/wer. 
primarily of the Apoſtles themſelues, who 
onely wereinfallibly led into every truth, and 
bur ſecondarily of-their ſucceſſors, that is, ſo 

farre asthey inſiſt in their ſteps and doctrine , 
for if that were the ſenſe that Befarmine, Sta- 
pleton, and other popiſh Writers give, namely, 
| thatthe promiſe is indifferently made to their 
ſucceſſors as well as to themſclues, then parti: 
cular Biſhops and Miniſters ſhould be infallible 
iudges of truth & falſhood, & ſoall controuer- 
| fies intheChurch would preſently hauean end, 
ſo as neuer to ſpring againe. If they tay, its nor 
| ro bevnderſtood of them taken ſingle 8& apart, 
but as met together, andaſſembledin a Synode, 
I anſwer, there is not the leaſt intimation of 
| this diſtinction in thoſe places: but the place 
for ſuch a promiſe is Mat#h.18.20. Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am lin the mid#t of them, But this place is to bee 
| vnderſtood ofthe leaſt meetings of rrue Chri-, 
| ſtians in the name of Chriſt, as well as of the 
« 3 largeſt| 
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largeſt Councels,and ſo the ſmalleſt companie. 
or conucntion ſhould bee capable of this pro- 
miſe of infallibilitic, as well as the moſt gene- 
rall and ample Councell. 

Put they further obieR, If there ſhould not 
be a viſible,cxternall vnerring indge, to which 
atall times thoſe might reſort for reſolution, 
that are not themſclues able to wade through 
the depth of diuinity-controuerſies,therewould 
be noend of wrangling and diſputing, nor any 
certaine meanes to finde the truth in matters 
queſtioned. 

Thoughthere bee no infallible, viſtble, hu- 
' mane iudge ; yetthere is an inviſible, infallible 
iudge, and that is the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in 
the Scriptures, whichare therefore calledthe 
word of God.And this iudge in many reſpeds, 
is better and fitterthan any other, Firſt, this 
| may be eaſily had, is alwaies ready, 8 at hand, 
ro which men of all ſorts may ſoone repaire, 
the other ambulatory,tomany inacceſſible, and 
toall difficult to bee obtained. Secondly, the 
ſentence of this iudge is certaine and inflexible, 
not ſubic& to errour , but the others mutable, 
like a leaden rule, that may bee bended to and 
fro : for in men, aftetions haue their place ; 
which is the reaſon that among men there 
are Lawes, becauſe the Law is not capable of 
affections; but the Lawyer is. Thirdly, this 
iudge is better knowne, and may ſooner be a- 
greed vpon by all, for bee itgranted that the 
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true Church isa iudge infallible,yet it may bee | 
ſooner known which is the true Scripture,than 
which 1s the true Church, there beeing more 
| pretenders tothe one,than tothe other. 

While the Church is militant vponthe earth, | A»/wer.2. 
God hath not ſaid, there ſhould bee any ſuch 
cnd of controverſies as theſe men dreame of , 
but rather he hath ſaid the contrarie, 1. Cor. 1, 
19. There maſt bee bereſies in the Church, that 
(thoſe may periſh who recciue not the loue of 
therruth ro be ſaued,and that rhoſe which are ap- 
proued mig ht be knowne. 

If there wereany ſuch meanes, by God ap- | Az/wer.z. 
pointed ir hisChurch to determine controuer- 
lies infallibly,yera general! Councell {though 
in his place to be reſpected )is not likely to bee P 
it; for isit like God would appoint a meanes 
for ending controuerfies. in his Church, that 
for at leaſt three hundred yeares,(that is,till the 
time of Conſtantine the great)could nor be had? 
and though heand others his ſucceflours (while 
the Empire was vndiuided)mightcaſily aſſem- 
ble Councels, yet when the Empire fell into 
many ſubdiuiſions, and the parts thereof were 
2ouernred by ſeuerall Kings, of different religi- 
ons,as now they be,it is impoſſible the Church 
ſhould haue the benefir of them. 74 [! 

What is the vie thenand benefit of generall| 22e/7, 
Councels,it they could be obtained * 

They are the beſt meanes to finde out, Truth;] Av/w. 
| for many candles gine more light, and many 
| 0 eyes| 
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eyesſce more chan one;and in the multitude of 
| Counſellors there is health : and as they are 

| the beſt meanes to findeit, ſo from them it hath | 
no ſmall authoririe ; yet notwithſtanding they 


| may erre inneceſſary and fundamentrall points, 
as the Councell of Ariminum, and Seleucia, 
where there were as many more Biſhops, as at 
che firſt Nicene Councell, and therefore held 
iatwo Cities, becauſe no one wasable to con- 
| tainerhem ; yeterre&ina fundamentall point, | 
\ | decreeing for Arriws herelie againſt the Dei 
of Chriſt. The ſecond Councell at Epheſus did 
the like,and ſoten Councels, at Tyrus, Ieruſa- 
| lem, Philadelphia, Ariminum, Seleucia, Con- 
 ſtantinople, Alexandria, 8c. fo the ſecond 

Councell at Nice ſet = es, and comman- 
. | ded themto bee wor ek which inthe ſe- 
cond Councell of Conſtantinople immediate- 
| ly before were vtterly condemned, 
More inſtances might cafily bee giuen, but 
2 theſe ſuffice to warrant this concluſion, That a 
| generall Councell may erre in fundamental! 
points. For though the vniuerſall Church of 
| Chriſt,taken for his myfticall bodie on carth, 
and complete number of his ele, cannor erre| 
in mattersfundamentall ( forthen they might 
tall away,and the gates of hell preuaile againſt 
them ) yer the externall viſible bodie of the 
, | Church mayerre, becauſe the truth of God 
| may bee locked vp withinthe hearts of ſuch a 
| companie, a$in-competition of ſuffrages can- 
bh not | 


> — 


Lo > 24 


C7? 


Of T RUTH. 


| not makea greater part in a generall Councell, 
| ſothatthe ſentence decreed therein may bee a 
| fundamentall ercour. 

From theſe grounds thus laid, may fitly riſe | 
athreefold application. 
| Firſt, ſeeing ir is the receivedand approued 
| doarine of the Papiſts, Thar the Church of : 
Rome cannot erre in points of Faith and | 
Dotrinez wee ſee how little hope there is | 
that weeand they ſhould cuer bee reconciled, | 
or that one truth ſhould ariſe from a compo- 
fition of theirand our opinions : for if they | 
yeelde in any thing to vs, it would preſent- 
ly follow, that in that wherein they now ' 
| yeelde, before they erred, and fo this fun- 
damentall point of their Churches not erring, | 
would from thence be ouerthrowne.Wee may | 
alter our Tenents if wee will, but they are | 
ſtrongly engaged to keepetheirs withour any 
change or variation , we may goe to them,they 
cannot come to ys; witneſſe the Germane 
Interim, ſo carcfully andoften tempered, wher- 


—_ 


inthere were but few of their ingredients left 
out; yetwas it more than C#ar/es the Fifth 
could do to getitentertainment oneirher fide : 
and therefore thoſe Cs//anaers that thinke by 
wit and policic toreconcile vs, attempt athing 
impoſſible. For of whar materials ſhall any 
middle courſe bee framed, when neyrher fide | * 
can ſparc the ſmalleſt piece of timber 1n their 
building? They cannor, becauſe thereby they 
D ſhould | 
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ſhould bee argued of erring formerly ; we can- 


not, for true Religion is of a brittle narure, | 


breake it you may,bend it you cannor, no not 
' inthe leaſt degree, It cannot bee accommoda- 
' red to intereſts, and reſpeRs of policie and 
| ſeruing turnes ; it cannot be mixt with crrour, 
no more than oyle with water, iron and ſteele 
with clay. Daniel 2.4.3.They ſhall mingle them- 
/elues with the ſeede of men, but they ſhall not 
cleaue one 10 another :euen 44 iron is not mixt with 
clay, or as the elements when once they are 
mingled in a compound body doe loſe their 
proper formes zeuen ſo Religions, when made 


ther, do loſe their formes,and ceaſc to bee reli- 
| gionsin Gods accountr.2 Kizg. 17.33-It is faid, 
| the mingled people of Samaria feared the Lord 
and ferued their owne gods, after the manner 
of the Nations whom they carried away from 


| tearof God,8& worſhip of their Idols,thinking 
therby to fit both parties, Iewes and Heathens 
witha religion wherein both might bee gratifi- 


mixture © verſe 34. Vnto this day they doe af- 
ter the former manners,they fear notthe Lord, 
neither do they atter their ſtatutes, or afrer the 
law or commandement which the Lord com- 
 manded, God will not owne his owne com- 
manded worthip when mingledand compoun- 
ded with another, 


— 
/ 


| 


ingredients, and compounding parts of any 0- - 


thence ; that 1s, they jumbled all rogether, the | 


ed.Bur what faith God? doth he approue this | 
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$0 Gal.5.1.2,Be wot entangled againe with the 
yoke of vondage (that is ) take heede of enter- 
taining thoſerites and cuſtomes of the ceremo- 
niall law, from which now by Chriſt ye are ſer | 
| free. Well, but what if circumcifionthe ancient | 
| character be ſtill retained, and ioyned vnro | 


what heanſwers inthe ſecond verſe , Bebola, 7 
Faul ſay wnto you, that if you bee circumciſed, | 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. Andagaine, ver, 
4. Chriſt s become of none effect to you, As if 
bee ſhould ſay,Take whether you will, cither | 
Chriſt or Circumciſion; for bothyee cannot | 
haue : So E/a7.1, verſ.21,22. How t the faith- | 
ſull Citie become an hariot? But how prouecth | 
heethat ? Thy ſiluer ts become droſſe, thy wine | 
mixt with water, He denies not butthey had | 
filuer and wine amongſt them ; but as falucr | 
mixt with baſermettall becommeth droſſe,and | 
is no longer accounted {1luer : ſo wine when it 
| is mixt with water leaues off to bee accounted 
wine. 1cr.22.23, Hee that bath my word. let 
him ſpeake 1:7 word faithfully ; for what i the 
| chaſfe to the wheat £ Whatſocuer of our owne | 
we offer to annexeto the wordof God,inGods 
| account is as if weeaddedchafte ro wheat, by 
which addition the wheate can bee no gainer. | 
They that goe about to mixerrue and falſe reli- 
gions, arc like thoſe that take too biga graſpe, 
& {o let what they mcant to have ſuſtained fall 
andbreake,as wee ſec in Ierobozm who mingled 
| D 2 truth 


| Chriſt © is it not better to be ſure of both 2 Sce | 
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ruth and falſehood, not changing the worſhip, 
1as hee thought, bur the place and manner of 


| kingdome from him for it, Moſes will not 


and diſtempered watches as vauſcfull, ſo. doth 


| 


* ——— 
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the worſhip onely, leſt the kingdome thould 
returnevntothe houſe of David, that was the 
intereſt, whereunto he thought to make religi- 
on ſtoope, 1,Kings 12.26.8&c, But what came 
of it? He madea nullitie of 1cligion,and of his 
and his poſterities title ro the kingdome. Saul 
had a ſtrait command to deſtroy all the Ama- | 
lekites, but becauſe in execution of it he needs 


would interpoſe his owne diſcretion, in ſpa- | 


ring Agag,and ſome of the catte],God takes the 


yeeldtothe King of Egypt to leaue one hoofe 
behinde him, of any thing that did belong vn- 


to the Ifraclites. Mordecay,becaufe God forbad | 


them to make peace with Amelek for cuer,will 
rathcr hazzard his own and others ſafetie, than 
ſomuch as bow the knee to Hamenan Amale- 
kite. Daniel when God commanded to pray | 
towards the Temple, will not omit that cir- 
cumſtance of his praier, though he cannot pra- 
ile it without hazzard of his life, This isthe 
diſpoſition of all whoſe hearts are perfe with 
their God; they dare not pare away the leaſt 
lap from the garment of religion, nor addethe 
leaſt tyeto this boxe of precious ointment; for 
in this curtous clocke-worke of religion, cuery 
pin and whcele that: is amiſſe diſtempers all : 
Andas weare wonttolay afide cracked veſels, 


| 


| 


God. 
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| God diſtempered and mixt religions. As) 
tothe Iewes, a garment made of linſic woollic 
| mightnot be worne: ſoto vsa Samaritanreli- 
gion,madevp of trueand falſe, is notto been- 
dured ; buras the ſtomacke loathes lukewarme 
water, ſo God lakewarme religions. As there- 
fore Elleh exhorts the people to follow either 
God or Baal, and not to halt betwcene them 
both; oir's $00g for vstotake heede of ming- 
ling truth and falſehood, whereof God ismore 
'{mparientthan of cither of the two extremities 
apart. For one tobeadowne right Papiſt,may 
' be a finne of ignorance ; bur'toblend and min- 
gle with it, to picke and chooſe fome tinc- 
tures of it to ſerue our worldly turnes, cannot 
but bea {in of knowledge : for if one were ful- 
ly in his heart perſwaded that Poperie were 
therruth,he wouldembracethar, and cleaue to 
thatalone, againe,if our religion werethought 
toberhe right, that onely will be entertained , 
but when we mingle thus, and will not runne. 
| without a byas, but for aduantage halt willing- | 
| ly betweene both, wee cannot bee accepted. 
| This we ſpeake but for preuention, not know- 
ing what temprtarionsafter times may bring ; | 
[it - good- preuenting Phyſicke to know the 
truth, 


| judgement of the Church is nor infallible in| 
| points of faith & doQrine;hence we may learn, 


Secondly, ſecing wee haue proued' that the | 


ro take vpnothing meerely vpon truſt, nor to| 


oe D 3 thinke| 
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thinke rhings are ſo only becauſe the Church 
hath ſaid it ; this foundation is too ſandy for ys 
to build our faith vpon,that ſhould be buile vp- 
onthe rocke which is the word of God+ypon 
which ground,in a manner,the whole Fabricke 
of Poperie will ſoone bee ouerthrowae, ſceing 
all,or moſt of them,are only tooke vp vpon the 
Churches credit; for in all the book of God ye 


worſhipping of Images, vniuerſalitic, & ſupre- 
macy of the Biſhop of Rome,purgatory, Popiſh 
indulgences, prayer in an vaknowne tongue, 
prayer forthe dead, contangieg of oylec, ta- 
pers, and noly water, and all that rabble of ſu- 
perſtirious ceremonies ; but are the hay and 
ſtubble that men haue heaped together, now 
{ one,and then anether, according totheir ſcucs 
rall fancies, till the myſterie of iniquitie was 
come vnto its fulneſle : for all theſe controuer- 
fiesare founded,cither vpon the decrees of the 
Pope,or vnwritten traditions, or the authority 
of the Church, or Scripture wreſted from the 
| natiuc ſenſe to that which they are pleaſed to 
put vpon it; ſo that this principle of their 
Churchnot erring,is that indeed on which the 


very waight of Popery dothdepend, let this 


| betaken away,and all comes quickly downe. 
| Thirdly, asthe Apoſtle here exhorts T#o- 
| *h;e,and in himall Miniſters ro take heede how 


{hall not findea word for inuocation of Saints, 


hee behanes himſelfe in the Church. of God ;! 
ſo may wedoe all Magiſtrates, both ſupreme} 
an 
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and ſubordinare to be circumſpeRt & wary how 
they behave themſclues, in this Church of 
God: forthough the Mini#ters be the bees that 
make the boney, yer the Magiſtrates are the 
 hiues wherein it ts made and kept , the Miniſters 
are the vines that bring forth prapes, yet Magi- 
flrates are the elmes that onderprop and bold 
vp theſe vines; the Miniſter defends the Church 
with ton2ue and pen, the Magiſtrate with hand 
and power, wherewith for that end God hath far- 
'niſhe him, Minifters are the preachers of both 
tables, Magiſtrates the keepers, the executine 
rower of Word and Sacraments belongs alone 
to Minijters, but diredine and coattine; for the 
orderly and well performance, belomas to Ma- 
ciftrates, And the text it ſelfe aftordes *vs 
| MOtIUES, 
| Tr isthe houſe of God, andits reaſon the te- I 
nant ſhould keepe the houſe in reparation , and 
they are Magiſtrates as well as Miniſters , for if 
theruines andbreaches of the houſe bee once 
neglected, both herefiesand ſuperſtitions will 
| {oonecreepe in,and carrie captiuewith their er- 
|: ours thole of the family. 
| Itisthe Church of God, of which good Ma- 2 


| 
 viſtrates are nurſes, ſay 49.23.aStherefore the 


' nurſe is bound to looke tothe childe, and ſeeir 


| cheriſhed with wholſome food, and kept from 
| dangers, as they will anſwer to the parents, 
| whoſe childe itis ;{o Magiſtrates are bound to 
defend and keepe the Church, to ſee it nourt- | 
ſhee 


| 


—— 
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ſhed wich milke, and notwith poiſon, that is, 
| with truth,and not with crrour, as they willan- 
(wer to that God, who with his owne bloud 
hath purchaſed itvato himſelfe, 4s 20.28, 
[tis theflock of God,and its nodiſparagement 
for Kings to be his ſhepheards, as Deuid4 was , 
if Wolues therefore doe enter through their 
| negligence, and ſnatch vp now a ſheep, 8& then; 
| alambe, the Lord will one day require it at 
their hands,as Lebar did at Tacobs. 
3 Iris the pillar and ground of Truth, that is, 
the field or garden whercin Truth growes, and 
Magiſtratesthegardiners or husbandmen; and 
therefore bound to ſcce the good plants wate- 
| red, the weedes and ſtones throwne out that 
| hinder growth,the hedge kept ſtrong and good 
abour it ; leſt as the Serpent got into Eden, and 
| beguiled Exe,ſo the Serpents of our times creep 
chrough into this Garden, and corrupt the 
| minds of any from that ſimplicitic which is in 
Chriſt, The like Motives are cuery where in 
Scripture ſcattered; Kenel.2.20. have s few 
4 things againſt thee, becauſe thouſuffereſt that we- 
man lezcbel, which calleth ber ſelfe a Propheteſſe, 
| toteach and ſeduce my ſeruants to commit fornica- 
| tion,and tocate things offered toidels. Therefore 
| 
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neither Exrours, nor their Authours in the 
Church of God areto bee ſuffered. 7obn 15.13. 
| Emer 7 plant which my heavenly Father hath uot 
| planted, ſhall bee rooted vat: And who ſhould 
root them out, but Magiſtrates,to whom _ 
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 Vine-yard is committed 7 | | 
Let's cometothe Old Teſtament, wherethe | | 
lines of Magittratesare repreſented, asthe face 
: is in a glaſle,that ſhewcs both ſpots and beauty. | 
| 2 Chron, 17,Jehoſþaphat commanded the Prieſts | 
| and Leuites to inſtru the People in the Law, ' | 
from the ſeuenth verſe to the tenth ;, but thats | | 
notall,but in the ſixth verſe it is ſaid, His heart 
was lift wp in the wayes of the Lord, ſothat hee 
 Fooke away the high places, and the proves out 
| of ladah. Letvs caſt our eyes vpon the other. 
| Kings of Iſrael and Tudah, and conſider what | 
| God himſelfe hath marked and obſerued in | 
| them, ſeeing his obſeruation cannot but bee of | 
| moment, like aſteriſmes in the margents of a | 
| booke, Of Sa/omen God hath obſerued,r. Kirg. | 
1 1.4.that when he was old his wiues turned a- | 
way his heart after other gods, and his heart | 
' was not perfeR witch the Lord his God,thatis, ' 
fate looſe from God, and then the Lord left | | 
off to do him good: Of Rehoboam,2 Chro.l1,17 
thatfor three yeares hee walked in the way of | 
Dauid, but when hee had eſtabliſhedthe King- 
dome, 8& had ſtrengthened himſelf,ke forſooke | 
' the Law ofthe Lord, and all Iſracl with him, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| chapt.1 2.1.8 2. therefore inthe fifth yeare ot | 
| Rehoboams, Shiſhak King of Egypt came vp a- 
' gainſt Teruſalem, becauſe they had tranſgreſled | 
' againſt the Lord: Of £2/q, 1 King, 15. 11. 
p 2: that hee did what was right in the fight 
of the Lord, tooke away the Sodomites _ 
| E 's | 
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of the Land, remoucdallthe Idols that his Fa- | 
'thers had made, remoued Maxceb. his Mother | 
from being Queene, becauſe ſhe had made an 
1doll in agroue, and burnes her Idoll by the 
brooke Kidron,burthe high places were notta- | 

ken downe ; therfore verie 16. there was warre ; 
| berwcene Aſ : and Baeſh4 King of Iſraclallthcir 
daies:yer tholc high places were but the groues 
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| where the Tabernacle and Alrar were which 
Hoſes made, where before the Temple was 
built ic was lawfull for them to offer ſacrifice ; 
yetrhis was that for which the Lord isfooffen- 
ded,becauſe when the Temple once was built, 
| it was no longer lawfull to offer ſacrifice in any 
orher place, Now when Almighty God ſhall 
| be ſo curious, haue ſuch a quicke and icalous 
cyc vpon {o ſmall an ouer-fight as this z how 


ſenſible will he be, when matters much worſe 
| aretolerared & permirted? lude 3.the faith once 
' etuep tothe Saints It was but once giuen  there- 
tore if loſt,or any way corruptedyir will not be 
{giuen again:for it was giuen once for all,& is not 
| ro bereuealed a ſecond tie; and theretore he 
'exhons them to contend earneſtly for the ſame, 
| 
| 


For our felucs, 'wee hauecauſe to magnific 
| Gods mercie in our preſent condition, vader 
| the gouerament of his gracious Maieſtie, and 
| her remember this day, which is the birth day 

of his Maieſtie,fecing vnder his ſhadow wee 
| enioy t] tae publicke profeſſion and practice ot | 

| efglanIand may luc not only a quiet, but an 
honeſt 
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honeſt litez a bleihag that we cannot prize too | 
much, and ſhould therefore much inlarge our 
| nearts with thanketulneſle ro God, and loue 
[ro Our Princes,tobeftow on them nor only out- 
ward obcdience,but alſo inward, ro afhſt them. 
and be ſubic&t rochem, not by conftraint, bur 
willingly, to pray for them not formally. but | 
| heartily, as tor the infliruments and conduit- | 
ipes of {o great bleiſfings.notwithſtanding we 
the Miniſters of God haue bin bold ro deliuer | 
from the mighty God of heauen andearth, to | 
| confcience his vicegerent this impartial] and. 
inflexible rule, not faſhioned and-bended by 
' the hand of man, but mvulded 'by/ the holy 
Ghoſt \ thatthereby we may diſcouer wherein 
we hauc fallen ſhort, and bee carefull toamend 
it : wherein we haue done wcll,and bee encou- 
raged to doe it moreand more, that is,to make 
freer paſſage forthe truth, and dam vprhe cur- 
rent ofcrrours, whether Popiſh or Arminian, or 
| of what kinde clſe ſocuer,for its the Lords bu- | 
inefle, and bleſſed is the manthar doth it dili- 
| gently : for as any walked more perfeQly with 
| God,forhey had more perict peace, & where | 
| vneueneſle was found in their obedience, there 
' was it alſo found in Gods bleſſing on them, 
' Though wickedneſle and crooked wayes may 
 getthe aduantage fora tart, yer by it ſhall no 
' man-bce eſtabliſhed, Proa.12.3- And againe, 
though vprightneſle bee ſomctimes ouerwhel- 


b med,yet like aco:ike at laſt it will ariſe from te 
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der water;the proſperitic of wicked menylike a | 
'watric ſun-ſhine may for a while continue, bur | 
'the late cucning will bring a ſtorme thar neuer 

ſhall blow ouer : hemay flouriſh for a time, like 

a greene bay tree,butar laſt ſhall ſurely wither, 

Thoſe that are perfeR with their God, may 
hauca winters ſeaſon, but ſhall at laſt be ſure to ) 
flouriſh. For if God be gouernour of the world, 
diſpoſer of the things therein, according to his 
will, if good andeuill are doneby him alone, | 
then certainely it muſt be well with thoſe that 

feare him,and ill with thoſe that ſinne againſt 
him , for it will bee alwaics found a true and 
cerraine rule, That vprightneſſe and holineſſe is 
[the cauſe of all our happineſle, and obliquirie, 


and finne thecauſe of all our miſerie. 
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THE 
NEW LIFE 


: I.IOHN 5.12» | 
Hee that hath the Sonne, hath life : and hee 
that hath not the Sonne, hath not life. 


| 


> He Apoſtles ſcope hereis to 
RY ſhew vs what great priui- 
ledges wee haue by. Icſus 
Chriſt ; among whichthis is | 
one of the chiefeſt, that hee | 
that hath the Son hatb life that 
is,he hath the life of grace for 
the preſent, and ſhall haue the life of glory for 
cuer; which he ſets out by the oppoſite, 8 that | 
is,he that hath not the Sonne hath not life. So that 
this point lies euidently before vs, that #ho/ee- 
ner hath not « ſpiritual life, for the preſent hee is 
not in Chriſt, and whoſoener hath it, is in Chriſt, 
and (ball line for ever ; where theſe two things 
are to be obſerucd : 
Firſt,that euery man by nature is a dead man : 
dead,rhat is,in treſpaſſes and fins. 
Secondly,that yetthere is a life to bee had 
that is contrary to this death. | 


_— 


Om O—— ——>” 


F Firſt, \ 


_- ——- 


The New Life. 


Firſt, I ſay, eucry man by nature is a dead 
man : for life you ſec here is from the Sonne ; 
now there isno man borne a member of the 
new Adam,but eucry man is borne a member 
of the old Adam, andthereforc in that ſenſe he 
is bornc a dead man, though otherwiſe induced 
with anaturall life. For it the roote be dead, 
as the old Adam is, allthe branches, hat riſe 
from the roete nau?t needes be dead alſo, Againe, 
ſpicitualllife is nothing elſe, but a coniunRion 
of the ſoule with the Spirit of God, cuen as the 
naturall life is a coniuntion of the body with 
the ſoule,now as the ſoule leaueth the body, fo 
the holy Ghoſt withdrawes it ſelfe from the 
ſoule,when it is diſioynted,8& diſtempered,and 
made vnfit for vſe:for euenas a man dwels in a 
houſe while it is habitable, plaies on a muſical] 
inſtrument while it is fit,vſetha veſſel while it 
is wholeand ſound, but when the houſe growes 
ruinous, and inhabitable, he departs from it, 
when the inſtrument is vaſtrung, he layes it a- 
fide, when the veſſell is broken or boared 
thorow,he caſts it away, and leaues it: cuen ſo 
doth the ſoule depart from the body, when it 
growes ruinous, when it is made inhabitable 
through mortall diſcaſe, it laics it afide, as an 
outworne garment: and after the ſame manner 
the holy Spirit| withdrawes it ſelfe from the 
ſoule ofa man,when it is broken,8& ruinated,8: 
diſtempered throughthe morall diſeaſe of fin, 


and of naturall corruption. And this isthe Go 
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of euery naturall man whatſocuer,til he be re- | | 
newed by the infuſion of a new lite;and yer it 
is the common opinion of naturall men,that if 
a man live in the Church,and be baptized, and 
pray, and heare the word,and imbracethe true | 
religion,8& praQiſethe outwardduties of it,that | 
he is (out of doubt) in the ſtate of this ſpirituall 
life, & therefore I thinkeit would be an houre | 
well ſpent to diſcouer dead men to themſelves, | 
to perſwade men,that exceptthey be made new | 
creatures,cxcept they be borne again, they arc | 
in a ſtare of death, and cannot be ſauedin that | 
condition: for you ſec, he that hathnot life hath * 
 notthe Son, and he that hath not the Son ſhall 
dic,the wrath ofGod abides wyon him for exer,1oh. 
3.vit. Now itis ſaid, Eph.4.18. that men are | | 
ſtrangers from this life through the ignorance that | 
is in them, and through the hardneſſe of their 
hearts.Marke itzthey are frangers from this life : 
Partly through 1gnorance, becauſe they are | 
ignorant of this worke of life & regeneration, 
they thinke therc is a greater latitude in religi- 
on than there is, within which compaſle if they | 
come,they are ſafe; that is, though they be not | 
ſo ſtrict,and ſo zealous,th hthey goenotſo , 
faſt to heauenas anal | 
asthebeſt; Ina word, they are ignorant what 
belongsto this life, ſaith the Apolile,and there- 
fore _y are _ to = beecafeofthe 
Partly againe are ſtrangers, vecauſe of? 
hardneſſe of their hearts, that is, cither becauſe | 
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they are ſo diſtraQed8 poſleſſed with worldly | 


buſineſfle,that they cannot attend it,or they are 
ſo ſoaked & ſurfetted with pleaſures &dilights, 
that they arc not ſenſible of the rhings thar be- 
long to this life, and therfore they are ſtrangers 
tro ir, that is, they are notable to tudge of it, 
whether they haue this lite ofgrace,or not. You 
will ſay vato me, How ſhall we know it ? 


I... 


death, that we take from the fimilitude of the 
naturall life and death. 

Firſt,a man may know whether he remaine in 
the ſtate of Nature, whethcr he be a dead man, 
by conſidering whether he haue any change 
- wrought in him : Foras it is ſaid of Chriſt, he 
was dead and iis alive ; {o it is true of every man 
that is in Chriſt, he was dead and is aliuc.and 
and this implies a great change.  ' 

There are many changes in a man: age 
makes a change, place and companie make a 
change,cducationand cuſtome andexperience 
make achange'; but when a man is tranſlated 
from«deathto life, it is another kind of change, 


- | it is ſucha change, as it another foule dwelt in 


' the ſame body,thatamanthus changed can fay 
Egvaon ſum Eg0W hen his old luſts, his old ac- 

quaintance,his old temprations ſhall come; he is 
| ableto an{werthem, and to ſay hee is not the 
ſame man ; though they knocke at the ſame 
doore,yet there 1s another inhabirant come in- 
torhehouſe,and they findenot him they looke 


' 


I anſwer, from thoſe properties of life and 


| 


for. 
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for.Euen as you ſee when a graft is put into a 
 Crab-tree ſtocke, it changeth all, the ſap, and 
the fruit, and the leaues, and all are of another 
faſhion : ſoit is when the life of graceis put in- 
to the heart of a naturall man; it changeth the 
inward man andthe outward, it changeth the 
| whole frame of the ſoule. For(my Beloued)this 
| is not a light alteration ; but as the old ſtampe 
[muſt be obliterate before the new can be im- 
printed, asthe old building muft bee pulled 
downe, before you can ſet vpa new; ſo this old 
nature of ours in a great meaſure, muſt be bro- 
ken in pieces,and new moulded, beforea man 
can be madealiuing man:which is done by the 
infuſion of the ſupernaturall qualities of grace 


| 


& holineſſe.I ſay ſupernaturall ; for euen as the 
carth may bring forth pms and common 
wilde flowers of it ſelfe, but it muſt beplowed 
and ſowne, before any choile plants can grow 
there:euen ſotheſe common natures, which we 
all haue, may bring out things that are morally 


g00d;bur before they can bring forth fruits of 
true righteouſneſſe, they muſt be plowedand 


ſowne,Plowed:;that is,a man muſt be broken in 
hart, with an apprehenſion of his ſin,8& of Gods 
cternall wrath, he muſt ſee himſelſe buta dead 
man, and he muſt be pricked and wounded in 


| heart with the ſenſe of it,asthoſe in 4.2 atter 


the Sermon of Peter, who werepricked in their 
bearts,and cried out, Men and brethren,what ſpal 


| — 
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we doe to be ſaued? Forthis is the plowing & the | 
i F 3 breaking] [ 


Simile. 


Simile, 


Stemile, 
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breaking otthe hearr. And againe,they muſt be 
ſowneroo, thatis, there muſt bean implanting 
of ſpirituall graces, which change 8 renew vs; 
according to that which you ſhall find, Roms 12. 
2.Faſbion your ſeluts no more after this world, but 
be ye changed, or metamorphoſed, by the renew- 
ing of your minde, and this is one way by which 

ou may diſcerne whether yebe dead or aliue, 
Secondly,when there is no aRtion,when there 
is no motion ina man, you ſay he is dead, when 
a man aQs nothing,when he ſtirres not himſelf, 
we reckon him a dead man : now this isthe caſe 
of cuery naturallman , he is not able ro moue 
hand nor foot inthe waies of true godlineſle, 
If you lay.l butthey are able to doſomething, 
they are ableto pray,to hearethe Word,to rc- 
ceiue the Sacrament,they are able to doe many 
excellent ductics of juſtice and righteouſheſle 
amongſt men. 

I anſwer,itis very true , but yetthe Scripture 
ſpeakes of certaine deed works,as Heb,g.,14.The 
loud of Chriſt is (aid there to purge our conſcien- 
ces from dead works,thatis,alltheſe may bedone 
by naturall men, and they arc good workes in 
themſclues, hauing all the lincament of workes 
trucly you you know a dead body hath ofa 
liuing)but yet indeedethey are but dead works, 
that is,they may haue a golden out-ſide, and be 
very beautifullin the fight ef the doer,and like- 
wile in the fight of men, but yet as Chriſt 


ſpeakes,be abomineblein the firbt of God. A na- 
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urall man,you ſee therfore,may pay a certaine| 
debt of ductie, and obedienceto God, but he 
pales it incounterfeit coine,that hath the ſtamp, 
and colour, and fimilitude of true coine, yer it 
confiſts,it you looketo the inwards, bur of baſe 
'mettall,I remember a ſtorie that Remigice tels,} , 
| who wasaludgein Loraine,vnder whoſe iudge- | 
ment many hundreds of witches were condem- |. 
ned vpon their own confeſſion; ſaith he, the 
deuilldid bring them many boxes, that had 
currant coine in them, to the appearance ofthe 
witches,butwhen they cameto viethem, they 
proucd nothing but withered leaues: I ſay after 
the ſame manner, Satan couſeneth naturall men | 
in things of greater moment, he ſuffers them to 
thinke well of the good workes,8: of the duties 
thatthey do, to them thinke they are cur- 
rant coine ; but when they come to make vſe of 


this treaſure,at the day of death, in the time of 
cxtremity,at the day of judgement, they finde 
themto be but withered leaues, ſuch as God 
will notaccept. 
| The Apoſtle ſpeakes, 1.7im.3.of certaine men | 
which hada forme of godlinefle, but denied the 
power thereof,that is,that had a formall cuſto- 
mary performance of good works,and of good 
duties, with which the conſcience is ſatisfied, 
becauſe it is ignorant and not able to iudge. 
Satan doth with men in this caſe, as wee arc 
'wontto do with children ; wetake from them 
true gold and filuer, & when they fall a crying « 
op 
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| lineſſe without the power of it. 


{ not. Now you know thereare motions, as the 


Dr IIS 


ſtop their mouthes with counters, So, I ſay, 
Sathan labours to keepe men from the lively 
and through performance of good workes,and 
of holy ductics, and then ſatisfies their conſci- 
ences with that which hath but a forme of god- 


But you will ſay, How ſhall a man diſcerne 
it, whether thoſe good works that aregood in 
them(ſclues, be good indeede, whether theybe 
good in ſucha manner as they are wrought by 
him 2 

I anſwer, you may know it by theſe two 
things : Firſt, it is certaine, that exceptthey be 
vital aRtions,thar is,cxcept they proceede from 
an inward principle of life within,they are not 
good ations, they are ſuchas the Lord regards 


motions of clockes and watches, that proceede 
not from life, but from art; ſ@ it is in this matter 
of religion : many good ations many be done, 
many good motions in the waies of godlineſſe, 
which yet may not proceede from lite, fromthe 
life of grace,but from outward reſpedts to men, 
from feare of hell, from feare of iudgements,in 
ſickneſſe from the apprehenſion of death and 
calamity , in ſuch caſes we may be ſtirred vpto 
do them,&rthen,cuen as the wheeles that are ſer 
a going by a ſpring, when the ſpring is downe, 


you know they ceaſetheir motion;ſocommon- 
ly itis in theſe good fits, in theſe good moodes 
of godlineſſe, when that: which ſets them a 
worke 
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worke is remoued, there is an endofit;8& there. 
fore if you would know whether the workes 
that you do be right orno,ſuch as God will ac- 
ceptat the laſt day, conſider if they proceede 
from an inward principle, from a principle of 
life within, 

Secondly,you ſhall know them by their cold- 2 
neſle;for coldneſſe you know is aſymptome of 
death. Theſe good workes,when they are done 
by a naturall man, yetthere is no life in them, 
thereis no warmth, no viuacity and quicknefle 
inthem;wheras you know it is ſaid, /ams.5.Praiey | | 
if it be fernent prevailes much: and Rom.12.Be ye 
burning in ſpirit,ſeruing the Lord;that is all thoſe 
duties that haue not heat in them,that haue nor 
tire in them, God regards them not ; the reaſon 
is this,becauſe if no heate be there, then is,none 
of his ſpirit there,& then you know our praiers 
are but the voyce of our own ſpirits, the works 
| that we doeare but dead workes, becauſethey 
are but the fruits & effes of dead fleſh,if there 
| benone ofthe holy Ghoſt there: Now if there 
; be no heare there, I ſay, there is none of the | 
{pirit;for the ſpirit is as fire. Whence you know 
It is,that our Sauiour ſaith, will baprize you with 
the holy Ghoſt, and with fire,that is,I will baptize 
you with the holy Ghoſt,whichis as fire. And | 
therfore you ſhall finde that holy men, haue bin 
viſually deſcribed by the fimilitude of fire, as 
 Chryſoſtom ſaith,that Peter was like a man made 


all of fire, walking among ſtubble ; andtoone | 
G 


that | 
">= — —— CE ns COCEECIY 


WO et—_ OS: II OF OS. —— potion wp es ry 
_- 6 s os he's - 
We - ” - 


— ——— - 
y s o 
4 Fl DC _—_— «.* A _- by 
& - 
—_— » 
_ : - 4 jou 


_—_——— 


um mw en Oy reno ng ee SEED ao er tr renee Ge — eu A 
RR  ———— ——_—_———_— 


” TIBET —_— 


——_— 


The N ew Life. 


.... |drofle of {innefullluſtsand corrupt afteRions, 


| thoſe morions,and ations are. 


that deſired to know what kind of man Baſi/ | 
was,it is ſaid there was preſented ina dreame,a 
pillar of fire, with this motto, Tait eſt Baſiline, 
Such a one was Baſil, and old Latimer when he 
was asked the reaſon, why there was {o much 
preaching,and o little practiſing, he gaue this 
reaſon, Deeſt jgns,firc is wanting: the ſame wee 


| 


mance,much performance,of many good due- 
ties,of praier, of hearing, of recciving the Sa- 
crament, of worſhipping Ged,8c.but conſider 
whetherthere be fire,conſider whether they be 
not done without that liuelineſle,8& that feruen- 
cy,that the Spirit of God requires, whether 
they arecither done without heare,or but halfe 
baked,as Hoſea's cake was;and if ſo,they be but 


dead workes: whercas true praying in ſecret be- | 


tweene Godand vs, it is (uch as warmes and 
quickensthe heart, it is ſuch as bringsthe heart 
intoa good frame of grace, and ſetsit right be- 


| fore God,and right hearing is ſuch as kindles a | / 
/\fire in vs,that in a great meaſure burnes, vp the | ' 


| 
; 
So that is the next means, the ſecond meancs, 
by which we may know, whether we arc aliue 


tro righteouſnes,or dead in fin,to conſider whe- 
ther wehaueany motions, and of what kinde 
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[andeucry Creature would maintaine his life,8e 


Againe,. you ſhall know it by conſidering 


what you contend for moſt , for lite is ſweete, 


will 


may fay in this caſe, There may be a pertor- | 
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will part with any thing rather than with that : | 


will ſuffer any thing, hee will loſe his life, his 
goods, his libertie, and all, rather than hee will 
wound his conſcience, and violate his inward 
peace,and communion with God,becauſe that 
isas ſwcetandas deareto him as life ; whereas 
another man he contends as much for his luſts, 
for his profir, for his credit, for his pleaſures, 
nay for his fins, and will rather ſufferthe loſſe 
ofa good conſcience,will rather ſuffer any yn- 
ſuffer any finne,rather then he will be preiudi- 
cedintheſe things,becauſe in this is his life, be- 
ing dcad to Chrit,and alive to fanne, 
Againe,ſuch as the food is,fuch is the life. If 
it be the life of finne that a man liucs, which the 


Soa man that hath this lite of grace in him, hee | 


cuennefle in his wayes towards God and men, | 


Scripture calls death, then the ſecret thoughts, 
and the inward affections feed on carnall de- 
lights,cither paſt, preſent, or to come, that is,ei- 
therhe ſolacerh himſelfwith the contemplation | 
of what he hath had,or he feeds on that which | 
 ispreſent, or hee cheares vp himſelfe with the 
thoughts and proiedts of thoſe carnall delights 
whichare future , whereas a man that lives the 
life of grace,the contrary is moſt acceptableto, 
him: for every life drawes to it ſelfe that which 
>| 1s moſt ſutable,and moſt agreeable to it,that is, 
the food wherewith it is maintained, and that: 
| wherein it delights : Pleaſure, wolwptas, being: 
nothing elſe indeed bur the application of that 
G 2 which 
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aredead: And they are alway learning, but 


| 


wWhichis conuenient and agreeableto vs. | 

And if you ſay now, But naturall men may | 
occupicthem(ſelues in hearing, in reacing, 1n 
praying,and ſuch like holy exercilcs. 

Lanſwer, that they may,and it is well, theſe | 
things are very good & commendable, and nor | 
to be omitted To yet there is ſomething mult | 
be added ; for this is notenough, except we bc 
nourithed by theſe dueties,8 grow by them;as | 
you know it is ſaid, 1 Petey 2. Deſire the ſincere | 
| milhe of the word, that you may grow thereby, as | 
your common ſaying is, 5hew me not the meat, 
but the man.For Chriſt the great Shepheard of 
the ſheepe is afteRed in this caſe, as ſhepheards 
are wont tobe, that ſay not tothe ſhcepe ſhew 
;methe hay that I hauegiuen you, but ſhew me 
the lac &> /anam, the woole and the milke; that 
is,ſhew methe fruits andthe effeRs of all your 
 hearing,& praying : for a man may be conuer- | 
fantin all theſeduetics,andyer for want of life, 
and for want of a digeſtiue facultic within, that 
1s, not turningthem to bloud & ſpirits, he may 
notbe nouriſhed, hee may not grow and be 
ſtrengthened by them, but beeas a man in an 
«trophic, that eates very much, & yet isas leanc 
and meager as if he had cate nothing, Of ſuch 
the Scripture ſaith,They have « name to line, but 


neuer come to the knowledgeof the truth, that 
15,tothe ſaving knowledge of it. 


Butnow for the laſt propertie of life ; as it 6 
the 
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| the propecrrie of cuery lite, nor only to draw to 
it ſelferhings ſucable, but to expell & oppugne | 
| whatſocuer is contrary and hurtfull toit: ſo he 
 thatis a lining man in Chriſt Icſus, though hee 
| hath the reliques,and the wefts, 8& the remain- | | 
ders of fin ſtill in him, yet he is ſicke of them, he [> 
fights againſt them, he reſiſts them continually, | * 
as health reſiſts ſickneſle,or as a liuing fountaine 
 refiſts the mud thar fals into it, it workes it our, 
and doth not refttill it be cleareagaine, wheras 
another man workes out thoſe good things, 
| thoſe good thoughts and motions that are in- 
| iced &kindled in him(for ſome good moods 
| and good fits they may hauc) I ſay they reiet 
them,and are ficke of them,and weary of them, 
and of the meanes that ſhould increaſe them, 8 
they arenot well till they haue gotten them- 
 ſelnes into anotherelement : but forthe ſinnes 
which are ſuteablero them, citherby diſpoſici- 
on,or by education,or by cuſtome, thoſe they 
>| ſuffertolye continually vnexpelled, and vnre- 
| liſted,as mud in ponds and dead waters. And 
 this(Beloned)isa great figne of death:for I will 
| be bold to ſay this,that if we lie in any knowne 
| {in,that is, ifthere bea continued tract of any 
| finthat we know to be aſin,that is drawne as a | 
thread through our whole conuerſation, be it 
fornication, or adultery, or ſwearing,or drun- 
keaneſſe, or malice and enuie, or ame other , I 
ſay it is very dangerous, yea deadly, if it haue 
dominion,if we lie in it; as you know a preual- | 
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ling diſcaſe killeth, and one diſeaſe will do itas 
well as a hundred, asa ſwine that paſſeth by a 


thouſand dirty puddles, & yer wallowes but in} 


one, if ſhe lie in one, it is enough to make hervn- 
cleane and filthy all ouer,as it ſhe had done it in 
more. T he Scripture is plaine in thiscaſe,2.Cor, 
5.17.Wheſocacr # in Chriſt © a new creature, and 
old things are paſſes away, all things are become 
wew.Gal.5 .24.mhoſocuer ts in Chriſt hath cracified 
the fleſh with the affettions of it. Sothat if there 
be one liuing luſt inman,it there be'on luſt per. 
fealy liuing, it ir is an argument, that the 
whole body of death isaliue in vs and if it be 
ſo, weeareyet ina ſtare of death, and arenot 
tranſlated #0" the glorious libertie of the Sons of 
God, And fo I have ſhewed youthat euery man 
by natureis dead in treſpaſſes 8& fins,8 how you 
ſhal know it,8& that if we continue in that condi- 
tion, & are not partakers of the firſt reſurredios, 
we ſhalneuerpartake of the ſecand reſurreQion, 
Now we cometothe ſecond,namely,that there 
is 4 life that ts comtrary to tbudeath , and that you 
may vnderſtid whar it is, you muſt know that c- 


[uery man by nature is in a dead ſleep,8 therfore 


he ſces not this death,norfeels it,nor regards it, 
for aSa dead man feels notthat he is dead, ſo he 


that wans this ſpiritual life, he is not ſenſible of | 


it; for the ſoule inthe worſe condition iris, the 
leſle it feels it, though it be norſo with the body. 

And therfore the firſtthing that muſt be done, 
to bring a man out of this miſerable condition 
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of death,is to waken him, to open hiseyes, to 
ſeethat he is a childe ot wrath, and to ſee whar 
extreame necde he ſtands in of Ieſus Chriſt,and | 
toſecke and tolong after him , as a condemned 
man longs after his pardon, and as hee that was 
purſued by the avenzer of b/oad,in the old law 
cameto the citie of refuge, for ſafetie and for 
ſhelter : I ſay,after that manner we muſt firſt be 
awakened, This you thall ſce,Eph.5.Awake thog 
that ſleepeſt and land wp from the dead. That BF 
wakening therefore is the firſt worke. Ando | 
Rem.7.9.(itis an excellent expreffion ) ſaith he, | 
1 was once aliue without the Law, but when the 
| Law came,ſinne reniaed and I ajed , the meaning | 
| of it is this, before when I was ignorant of the | 
| Law, I thought my ſelfe a liuing man, in as 
' goodaneſtate as the beſt; but when the Law 
| came, thatis, when I was enlightened, when 1 
| faw the true meaning of the Law,that I ſaw my 
| {cle,and ſaw fin in a right glaſle,then {in-was a- 
live andIdied ; thatis, I tovnd my ſelfe ro be 
> nobetterthana deadman. So that is the firſt 
worke,thatGod dothtoa man, whom he means rw L 
| to ſaue,to waken him out of his dead fleepe, to 
; charge fin vpon his conſcience, &rtoſerit ypon 
' himto purſue him,as the auenger of bloud wee 
| ſpake of before. Whenthar is done ance,then a | 

man will flic tothe citie of refuge, that is, hee 

flies to Chriſt, as 704+ did ro the hornes of the 
altar,and he crics and cals carneſtly for the par- | 


| don of his fins,cucn as Semyſos cried for water, | 
Gine 
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| Gine me water or 1 die, And when a man comes 
thus to Chriſt, thus humbled, then Chriſt ac- 
cepts him; and then he breathes this breath of 
\ | >| lite into him, as God breathed rhe breath of life 
2& i& - into Adam,and fois madealiuing man, accor- 
ding to that, 1ob. 5.29. The t#me ſhall come, when 
the dead ſhall heare the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that heare it ſhall line,that is,thoſe that are 
ſpiritually dead ſhall heare the voice of the Son 
of God, and thoſe that heare it ſhall liuc; for 
| whena mantoucheth Chriſt by faith, asthe 
| woman touchedrhe hemme of his garment, | 
there goes acertaine vertue out from him, that 
hcales the ſonle, as that vertue healed her 
bloudy iſſue. Andrhis isa thing much to bee 
marked, that euen as you ſee when the iron 
comes neare the loadſtone, there goes a vertue 
from the loadtone, that drawes the iron to it 
ſo though Chriſt be in heauen, & weare on the 
| earth,there goes a certain vertue from him,that 
/. 1, drawesvsto him;8: not ſoonly,but irchmgeth 
| vs,& reformes vs,and quickeneth vs by this in- 
fuſion of anew life,by thistranſmiſſion ofa cer- | 
raine powerand vertue that comes from him, -\-* 
Youwill ſay, But this is ſomewhat obſcure, 
| whatkinde of vertue isthis ? whar kinde of in- 
fuſion andtranſmiſſion isit? OO 
Anſw. My beloyed,it is true,iris the great myſterie 
of lifeand regeneration ; bur as farre as it is ex- 
preſſable, we will explaine vnto you. Iris done 
 afterthis manner :'Euen as you ſee an artificer, 


by when | 
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| when hee goes abour any worke of arr, there 
goes acertaine influence from thes$kill that is 
(catedin his minde, that paſſeth ypon the work 
ashe moulds and faſhions it, and fers a, ſtampe 
vpon it,according to that /des that is conceiued 
within , or as we ſee, when the will moues the 
members of the bodie to and fro, there goes a 
commanding aQtiue power from the will that | 
ats the members, and ſtirres them according 
rothe diſpofition of the will, or as wee ſee in 
the workes of nature, when the Bees make their 
combes, and the Birds their ncaſts, there goes 
; out a certaine inſtint from God, the author of 
{ nature, that impels and inſtigates the creatures 
 todoe according totheir kinde.Suchakinde of 
 vertue and power tis, that the Scripture cals 
the vertue of his reſurreRion,that comes from 
Chriſt & from the Spirit of Chriſt,that moulds 
andfaſhionsthe heart ofa man,that commands 
powerfully in him, and that guides and direRts 
him, tg@doe thingsagreeablero his will, And 


| 


this is'that, my beloued, which the Hpollle | 


 ſpeakes of, Evh. 1.19. he praies, that their eyes 
might be opened,that they might ſee the exceeding 
greatne([e of his power, that workes im thoſe that 
belcexe; where marbe this,that it iscalled power, 
that is,#t is not an emprie forme of goalineſſe, but 
an effettuall prenalent power, that puts not vpon 
vs onely the waſhy colour of a good profeſſion 
| but thatdies the heart in graine with grace and 


 holineſſe,thardoth not onely alter that ſuper- 
| H ficies, 


— 


——_— —_— —__ _ - 


—_ 


The N my Life. 


ficies, bur changeth the whole frame of the] 
hearc,and turnesthe rudder of the life, 8: guides 
the courſe to'a quite contrary point of the'com- 
paſſe, And this differs from the forme of godli- 
neſſe,that we ſpake of before, asthe life differs| 
from the piRure, as the ſubſtance differs from | —- 
the ſhadow,as that which hath ſinewes and ef- 
ficatiouſneſle in ir, from that which'is weake & 
powerlefle.This vertue and power that comes 
from Chriſt,when God meanes to make one a| 
living man, it doth not only make proffers and 
offers, it doth not onely breed inthe heart good! 
deſires and purpoſes, that when they cometo 
the birth,haue no ſtrength to bring forth ; but 
it ſo-plants-them in the heart, that they live 
| thereas the creatures liuein their owne ele-| 
ments; whereas'in thoſe that haue their old! 
hearts,and their old natures ſtill,they wither & | 
vanith away, as plants thar are in a foilethat is! 
not connaturall and ſutable ro them. And ther- 
fore if wee: wonld know whether this life bee 
wroughtinvs orno, let'vs conſider whether 
euer-wee haue had experience of fuch a great 
power and vertue, of ſuch ancinfllience Fom 
Chriſtzchatmay change vs andreformeand re- 
newW$gand make vs not only willing to line a 
holy Tie, tohaucour laſts mortrified, topray 
feruently;and to kerpe rhe Sabbath with delight, 
but that epableth vs to do theſe things'alſo; as 
the:Apoſtle barony” 17 able t0 doe all thives 
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| ſhall ferueto ſhew you, that wee are by nature 

| dead,and that yetthereisalifeto be had that is | 
>| contrary to that death. Now for application of | _ 
this, which ſhall be threefold. : Fo | 

Firſt, let vs beexhorted to belceue, that there | 77-1 
isfuchalife; for itis ſaid, Co/.3,thatthis /zfe 

 bidwith Chyiſt in God: it is hid,and thereforeto | 
>| bebelceued, forthingsthart we ſee; wee neede | 

not to belceue. Now that we may know why | 
 itis ſaid to bea hidden life, ler vsconſider, _ © | 
| From whom it i hid, and | 
| with what it is hid, | 
| From whomis it hid ? 2aeF, 

' Tris hid fromnaturallmen, cuen as colours | Anſwer, 
are hid froma bliademan, or as they are hidde 
in the darke, Thecoloursare theregbut they are | 
' hid from man, becauſe cither he wantsan eye, 
or he wants light to ſee them. | 

Againe, with what is it hid 2 Lueſt.2. 
This ſpiritual life,this life of grace,is hid with | Law/w x, | 
| oy | 
_ | this naturall life ; weſee men breathe and liue, 
”| butthislifeis within,we are notableto ſee it. 

| - Againe,itis hid vader a baſe out-fide, cuen | Au/wer 2. 
| as Chriſt was hid vadera Carpenters fon, as the | 
| | wiſedome of Godis hid vnder the fooliſane/e 
| of preaching, as thoſe whom the world was not | 
| ; worthy of were hid vader ſhcep-skins, & goat- jp 
| |  skins,Heb,x t. andasthegreat myſteries of fal- {— | 
4 | uation are hid vnder the meane clements of | 
; ' Bread and Wine: after the ſame manner this | | 
| WEHN 5I.fay vadera baſe out-lide;becanſe | | 

| - Ha hoſe ' | 


Il I —— — —_— — w_ ——_— Ne CIR 


Oy II 
b * 


—— 


ea _—— — L—_— 


[_46 The Nev Life. 


| | ' thoſe that liue this life of grace, for the moſt | 
,are baſe & contemptible in the eye of the | 
| world :/ And this is another thing that hides | 

this life from vs. 

And thicdly,itis hidden withthe infirmities 
of the Saints ; cuen as you ſee this naturall life 
| hid in a ſwound,or as reaſon is hid in drunken- 
neſfle;there is lifethere,and reaſon there,bur it is 
| not ſcene. It cannot bee denicd that the holieſt 
men have many infirmities,(as you knowDauid 
land Peter what they fell into) & becauſe of that 
we cannot ſee this ſpiritual life, bat are ready to 
thinke for the time thatthere isno life in them. 
Auſwer 4. | Andlaſt ofall,this life is hid from vs by miCſ- 
AW V/V reports,cuen as Chriſt was hid from the world, 
being reported to be a Wine-bibber,and « rompe- 
| nion of x luttons,8& one that cajt out Dinils through 
Beelzebub the Prince of Dinels , thus he was hid: 
= And ſothe Apoſtle Paul, and the reſt of the A- 
poſtles were hid fromthe world after this man- | 
ner, In 2 Cor.6.faith hee Wee are as deceiuers 
thozgh trne.,thatis, though we be true, yer, ſaith 
he,we are deceiuers,cthat is, we are reported to be 
;deceittull and falſemen.! Therefore thoſe that |. 
| areingreat place, ſhould rake ſpeciall heede 
| |howthey admit reports: for[you ſhall finde 
| |this, thatinall ages, inalltories, men for the 
moſt part hae beene mil-reported, goodmen | 
| the worſt reported' of, andeuillmen the beſt; ſo 
_ [thatifwe judgeby reports, we (ball iu/7ifie rhe | 
| wicked, «nd condemue the geacration of che _— 
| | } 
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I fay,all theſe wayes this life is hid from VS;and 


therefore wee muſt belecueir,though wee may | 


helpe our (clues alittle with experience. Wee 
ſce there is a generation of men, whoſe life is 
not in carnall pleaſures and delights, that giue 
not themſeluesvp to fin againſt God and it is 
certaine that no man can liue without ſome de- 

lighr, no "creature can live without it: ſince 
therefore their delight is nor in theſe things, it 


is likely that there is another lite that they liue, 
thatis,an inward and retired life,cuen this life, 
which is bid with Chri# in God. | 
Againe, you ſee there is a generation of men 
that are willing to ſuffer tortures,and impriſon- 
ments, yea death it ſelfe : and ſurely they would 
not be ſo willing to part with this naturall life, 
if there were nota better life, a life that they | 
ſcta higher price vpon : I ſay, they would not 
letthis goe, if they had not hope of another. 
Thus we may help our ſelues with experience | 
but yet we muſt beleeuc ir. And this is the firit 
vic that weare tomake of this,to belecue that 
thereis ſuch a life. 
| Secondly,it he that hath not this life is not 
in Chrift,why then, my beloued, ic concernes | 
vsto ſcethat wee hauethe fruits. and effects of 
this ſpirituall life in vs, that that change be | 
wrought in vs, that we ſpake of, that wee have 
thoſe motions and thoſe ations, that procecde 
from an inward principle of life, that wee baue 


pe. 


that 4##r «Give \diſpolnion, and that'expaſficr| 
Oba RAD diſpokition 


a—_— R—oGA—_ 
er —_—— 


<A 


4. Mt... 


ono = - 


48, The New Life. 
BB 


diſpoſition which may empty our hearts of all |. 
knowa finne, which is alſo an effe of this life, 
| And this farther we muſt chicfly looke to, that 
| we loue the brethren, which,for ought I ſee; the 
holy Ghoſt points at aboue all other ſigns of 
this ſpirituall lifez you haue it 2 06.3. 14. #ee | 
know by thi that we are paſſed from acath to life, 
\beeauſe we lowe the brethrew. Youknow a dead 
member hath no ſympathie with the reſt,but a 
[lining member hath a fellow-teeling,yea a | 
| [quicke and exquiſite ſenſe within, whenany of 
the membersare painfed or hazzarded. There- 
- forelet vs labour to find this charader of life in 
7\} \//v——=4 ourſelues by being affeted ro ourncighbours 
| |and brethren,and the Churches abroad, by ha- 
uing bowels of compaſſion in vs, tomelt ouer 
(their condition,and to defire their ſafcty as our 
| owne, For why ſhould we not ?arethey not the 
ſame Church of God as wee are ? are they not 
bought with the ſame price, and arethey notas 
deare to God?andcertainely, if wee ſhew loue 
toany Church, becaule it is a Church, wee | 
| woulddo tte oneas well as to another, 
Againe, we haue reaſon to.commileratethem 
for our owne ſakes. For we cannot ſtandalene, 
and God hath fo ordered itin his prouidence, 
Luke 6.38.that looke what meaſure we mete to 0- 
#bers,in their diſtreſle,wenſba/l meaſure the ſame 
£0 vs in our neceſfitie ; and how ſoone the fire 
_ take here alſo,we know nor; Butthis you | 
ſhall fladein the prophefie of Leremieh, _ 
TOESENE q | the. 
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| the nations dranke ofthe cup of Gods wrath, 
we ſcethere the cup went round; eucry nation 
| dranke of it, ſome more, ſomelefſe. But if men 
 doenotdoeir, yetcertainely God will recom- 
pence vs with good if we doeit, with ill if wee 
omirit, For though he ſeeme angry with his 
Churches fora time, as Dauid was with Td6/7- 
tom; yctas labneuerdid Danid fo acceptable 
a turne inall his life,as when he ſoughtto bring 
home A4b/a/om his baniſhed ſonne, though hee 


| feQtion was toward him all the- while) ſo wee | 
 cannotdoe God amore acceptable turne, than 
| to helpe his Churches, though for the preſent 

they ſeemeto be vnder the cloud of his anger. 
| And doubtleſſe the Lord would take it excee- 
| ding ill, if we ſhould negle our duety to them, 
(as I hope we doe nor, and ſhall not,)as you ee, | 
[ud.5.23.We ſecthere how theLordisaffeed 
in ſuch acaſeas this; Cu»/# yes Meroz, ſaith the 
| Angel of the Lord; yea carſe the inhabit ants of Me- | 
| YOS bitterly, becauſe they came not is belpe the 


| Lord,to helpe the Lord aginſtthe mighty.Marke, | 


| he doth not ſay, becauſe they 4id them any 

wrong,. but becauſe they came wor our, bur fate 
ſtill; and you know the rule, that be tha? keepes: 
not off an iniuric when he may, he doth © 
Againe,marke the ground why they came not 
| out, becauſe ir was to he/pe the Lord againff the 


; wereangric with him, (becauſe his inward af- | 
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 ightie, When the enemies were mightie, tliey 


| hadreſpe&totheir own fafetie,8& ſate ſtill; and 


that | 
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that phraſe isxo beobſerucd chiefly, they came 
nor to helpethe Lord. It was not to helpe the | 
Lord, but to helpe the Churches at tharrime, 
|... .,=| and yetthe Lord takes it as done tohimlelfe. 
Dor IE But now on the otherſide,as the Lord would 

takeic ill,if we do it not, ſo certainely it we doe 
it,he will rake it exceeding well at our hands. 
This worke bath meate in the mouth of it, it. 
brings a ſure reward. Euen as the Arke when it 
was harboured by Obed-Edem, and others, it | 
brought a bleſſingrothem, ſo certainely the 
|: -. | Church brings a bleſſing to thoſe that defend 
'' © | ir, whereasontheotherſide, whea the wdrke 


was violate, and ill vied by the Philiſtines, and 


the men of Ferhſbemeſh, you know how many 


thouſands were ſlaine for it. Whencel gather, 
If God would doe ſo much for that which had 
but atypical holineſſe, that was but a dead Tem- 
ple, where he dweltbut for atime, whatwill he| 
doe if his liuing Temple be deſtroied 2 For the 


ople of God are his living Temple. 7er.2.3.it 
Fefatd, Ioarl i « balowed 1h 
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thing t0 the Lord, my 
firſt /ruits ; and therefore hee that denoars it ſhall 


offend,and euill ſball come to him, ſaith the Lord. 
\ndthereforein helping the Church of God 
from being deuoured by ſtrangers, we helpe 
hallowed people;tor we ſee the Lord reckoned 
Iſraelſo,t mts were ſubieRtrto many fai- 
lings. Let thisthereforeſtirre vsy ro doc it! 
thall diligence, Wee may fall outand' in at 
home, andthe viceſlitude of faire weather and| 
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foulc within our owne hemiſphere may paſſe a- | 
way,and blow ouer(asI hope it will,and I pray 

| God it may) yet inthe meane time, if any of 

the Churches ſhall be ſwallowed vp,you know | 
thatis athing that cannot be recalled : There- 

fore letvs reſolve to doe our beſt, and to doe it 

intime. And thisI will be bold to fay for our 

encouragement, they are the Churches of | 
God, and thereisa God in heauen that ten-| 
dreth them, and heis a God thatdelights to be 

ſeeneinthemounts, cuen when things are paſt 

hope; and though theirenemies be exceeding. 
greatand mightie, yet when they goe abour to 
oppoſe the Church, they are as a heape of 
ſtraw, that goes about to oppreſle a cole of fire, [.—--,--) 
that will conſume them, oras one thatdeuours } | 
a cup of poiſon, that will proouc his death , or | 
as one that goes about to ouerthrow a great 
ſtone, that fals backe againe, and bruiſeth him 
to powder ; (they are all the Scriptures ex- 
preffions, as you ſhall finde Zach.12.)So 1 ſay, 
the Lord will deale with the enemies of his 
Churches, and will preſerue them therefore 
letthis hope encourage vs to doeit the rather, 
For your Maieſtie, wee are perſwaded as your 
profeſſionis, ſo your defires andintentions are 
moſt reall and firme:and when weſay weare fo 


perſwaded,as Pan! 


_—_ in anothercaſe, we 
| ſpeakethetruth and lie not,(for pulpetsare not } 
tor flatterie;) but we ſj 


as from God,inche | 
| fight of God, anda me 
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fort,and cncourage,and confirme you 1n it,For 
|vs that arc ſubiects,let vs be exhortedto do our 
| parts,ro contend & wreſtle withGod by prater, | 
& not tolet him reſt, till he haue giuen reſt co his 
Churches; and not onely ſo,but that we do our 
| parts, that which is within our compaſle;eſpeci- 
ally as any haue greater power and opportuni- 
tic of doipg good,letthem confider that excel- 
lent ſpeech of Mordecay to Heſter, Heſt.4.24. If 
thou hold thy tongue at this time, deliuerance ſhall 
arpeareto the lewes from another place, but thou 
& thy houſe ſhallperiſh, The meaning is this;then 
there was an opportunitie of doing good to the 
Church,(as you know then in what extremitie 
the Iewes were)therfore,ſaith he,if thou do not 
do it,thou 8 thy houſe ſhal'perifh.For if any be 
an impediment, nay it any do nor do their beſt, 
I'pronouncethis.inthe Name of the moſt true 
God,that ſhal make itgood ſooner or later,they 
and their houſcs ſhall perifh;and beas the ſtraw 
that we ſpake of, that oppreſſeth the coale of 
fire. But on the other (ide, ifthey ſeeketo deli- | 
| uerthe Churches from his and their enemies, 
there is this great aduantage in it, it will moue 
' God to deliver them from theirenemiesagain, 
| ormake their enemiesto beat peace with them; 
as Salomon faith, when « mans wayes pleaſe the 
Lord,he willmake his.enemics at peace with him, 

Thirdly and laſtly, ler vs beexhorted to lipe 
this life of grace,that is,to dothe duties of obe- 
dicnce,wherwith this life is nouriſhed & main- 
tained :-} 
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tained: for ſothe Lord ſaith, Hee that keeps my | 
Commandements ſball line in them: even asthe | 
flame liues inthe oyle, oras the creature liues | | 
by its food;ſo a man liues by keeping the Com- 
mandements of God, tharis, this ſpirituall life, 
this life wy is manitained by doing the 
Commandements : whereas on the other ſide, 
cuery motion out of the wayes of Gods Com: | 
mandements, and into ſin,is like the motion of 
the fiſh out of the water,cuery motion is a mo- 
tiontodeath, And O that wecouldthink of fin, 
of euery fin,asa motion todeath, and of cuery | 
good aRtionasa putting on towards life;thatwe \ 
could thinke this life of grace to be farre more ' 
| excellent than the life of nature, or the life of 
fanfull luſts, 8 pleaſures, and delights ! for foir 
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is. Surely that life which Godand Angels liuc, 
muſt nceds be the moſt excellent,and the fulleſt 
of ioy;&this life they liue. Toincourage vs to 
it,let vs but conſider, how God interlacerh this 
life ofgrace with the life of ioy,and of peace & 
outward proſperitic;as you ſee in diuerſe exam- 
ples.Giaton,as long as he did the aRions of this 
life, you know how he proſpered, hut when he | 
ſer vpagolden Ephod, after which the people 
went awhoring,it was the deſtrution of him && 
his his houſe. S«/omon, how glorious-was his ri- | 
ſing ! as a bright morning without clouds, ſo 
he continued to the euening of his life;but then 
when he began toſuffer rebellions in his King- 
dome againſt God in marters of Religion,(as it | 
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lis aid he ſet vp Aſbraroth, the abomination of 
the Z14enians,and Milcom, the abomination of 
the Amorites, &c.) then God ſtirred vp rebelli- 
ons againſt him, then it is ſaid that Hadaea, and 
 Rbeſin,and Ieroboam his own ſeruanr, lift vp his 
hand againft him ; for, ſaith the Text, he ſtirred 
| them vp for that cauſe : So thatas long as Sa/s- 
wor did the actions of this life, God proſpered 
| him continually in a high degree ; and when he 
———| fcll from it, hee fell from that peace which hee 
had.ſo God interlaceth this life of grace, with 
the life of ioy,& peace, & outward proſperity. 
The like you ſee in his ſon Rehoboem for three 
| yeeres, when hee ſought the Lord, ſaith the 
Text,& did theaRions of this life, 2 Chro.11.10 
long heproſpered, things went well with him, 
& in Jeraſa/em;but after three yeers he forſooke 
| the Lord,and ſuffered the people to make them 
| high places,then it is ſaid in the text,th the fifth 
| yeare of his Reigne (God gaue him two yeecres 
ſpace)he poured out his wrath wpan him and w- 
on leruſalem, by the hands of Shiſhack, the King of 
| Egypt, Whereit is to be obſerued, that this cuill 
| fell vpon him, not becauſe 5hiſback was angry, 
but becauſe the Lord was angry-with him, for 
| it is not ſaid,that it was Shiſbacks wrath, but the 
| Lords wrath hee was but the viall, but the in- 
R  ſtrument, through which Gods wrath was 
poured ypon him : . But an example you ſhall 
 finde of this moſt cleere in Feniah,. Chr8.25.6. 
{ it is ſaid,that Yz244h ſonght _ ONS 164” 
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of Zechariav the Prophet, 8 as long as he ſought | 
> | the Lord, he proſpered, fo long as he did the 
ations of this life,thelite of ioy,Cproſperitie, 
and peace ranne along with it ; but after verſe 
| 10.when the Lord had helped him that hee grew | 
"_— then ſaith the text, h# heart was lift wp 
to 


tobis acfirudion,So that euen as you ſee blazing 
' comets,though they be but comets, yet as long 
| : ty. S | 
as they keepealoft,they ſhine bright, but when 
they begin to decline from their pitch,8 fall to b 
theearth, they vaniſh;ſo when men forſake the | 
Lord and mindeearthly things, then they loſe 
| their light, and are diſſipated and come to de- 
>| ſtrution ; whereas you ſce on the other ſide,all | 4. 
holy & good Kings,thar lived this life of grace 
conſtantly, they ſhinedin the darke world, as | a 
ſtars in a darke night, neither loſing their light, | | 

nor falling from their place. And this you ſhall | -..__. 
finde in all the ſtories of the Kings of //rae/and 
[udah,that _ their ſuffering of Idolatry and 
ſuperſtition afhomezor their reſting vpon 4ſbur 
& Egypt abroad, was the cauſe of all their miſe- 
rie: for whenthey were in diſtreſſe,they ſought 
to thoſe nations that proued as broken rears, 
thatdid not only decceiue them,but didrun into 
their hands.On the other ſide you ſhalobſerue, 
that thoſethart liucd this life of grace perfeRly, 
whoſe hearts were perfe with God,that emp. 
tied out all the old leauen of idolatrie & ſuper- 
ſtition at home, and in all their diſtreſſesand 
wants truſted ypon God; you ſhall finde, Hay, 
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proportionably as they did this, more or leſle, 
> lo they proſpered, As you ſee in 4/a,( itis the 
” {Prophets owne ſpeechto him,that was ſent to | 
him from the Lord, 2.Chr.16.) ſaith he, Aſa, 
when there came 4 mightic army againſt thee of 
Labyms and Ethiopians, that were (as it isin the 
Chapter before) the ſanas on the ſea for mullti- 
| tude,yet becauſe thou refedſt on the Lord, he gaue 
thee the victory over them. Afterward a (mal 
{army eſcaped his hands. And why 2 Becauſe he 
| reſted on the King of Aram. So likewile /choſa- 


phat we {ce when he-came backe from helping 
A4chab,at the battell of &amoth-Gilead, the Pro- 


phet /chu meetes him, 2.Chro.19.2. and ſaith 
thus to him, Oh Zchoſaphat, wilt thou helpe the 
| - wicked? wilt thou loue thoſe that hate the Lord? 
| wroth is gone out againſt thee; & ſo inthe next 
Chap. verl.2.it is ſaid, that agreatarmie came 
from beyond the ſea,and 1chy/apbet was ſore a- 
fraid. Likewiſe when he ioyned with Achazzab 
to make ſhips to go to Terſbjſb, the Prophet E- 
iezar goes to him, and tels him, that God had 
brokenrhe ſhips at Ezion-Geber, becauſe he had 
ioyned with Acha234h the ſon of AchabaChro, 
29.35,36. I might give you many cxamples 
' more:/scob,though the thing were good which 
he did(as you know he might ſecke the blefling 
lawfully, for it was promiſed to him) yer be- 
| cauſc he viedcuill meanes, Rebekah and he by 
— —— |alie deceiuing 1/a&c, you know what it coſt 

him, hee was baniſhed from his father houſe 
| many 
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\many yeeres; and you know how much ſorrow 
| Rebekah had for it, euen for failing in the man- 
| ner.So David, looke what intermiffion there 
was in doing theaQions of this life,this ſpiriu- | 
all life, you ſee likewiſe his troubles were, 

| Thereforelet vs beexhorted to live this life 
of grace,ſeeing we haue ſo great incouragment. 
I fay,if you obſerue the Scriptures from the 2, ; 
Chron.r1.totheend of that booke, (which is ex- | <4 
ceeding well worth your reading, where not 
' only the ſtory of the Kings isſetdown, but the 
 {cauſeofallthe accidents that did befall:chem)| +++ 4 
you ſhall ſeeall along, as they liued this life of 
orace,asthey did the ations of this lite,that is, 
>| as they kept their heartsperfe& with God, ſo 
their outward ioyand profperity- was accor- 
dingly;and the interruptions and intermiſſions 
they tound inthis,was accordingtotheir inter- 
mifkon in that. Therefore let vs be exhorted to 
livethislife : Forcertainely cuery /ife hath a 
excellency and aſweeteneſſe in itmore than any 
meere being, andas any life exceedes other, ſo 
it hath it morezas the life of a man exceedes the 
life of a beaſt,and the life of grace exceedes the 
| life'of a man,and thereforeit is more capacious 
| of greater ioy,and of greater griefe : On the 0- 
; ther fide,as you know the ioy of theSaints is w#- 
 ſpeakable and glorious, and paſſeth all vuderſflan- 
| ing ſo the deſpaire and horrour of conſcience 
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nſt it,exceedesas much. And let vs markeſ} | 


this,thatas he that lines ihe life of « beaſt deſtroyes| 
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>» himſelfe 44 4 man, {0 hee that liues thelife of a 


man,thar is, the life of reaſon onely, the life of 
humane wiſedome and policice, deſtroyes him- 


-|ſelfe as a Chriſtian. Therfore let vs be exhorted 


to liue this life of grace, which is beſt for our 
| ſclues ; yea let vsabound inthe aRions of this 
life, let vs liue itas much as may be, for one 
man may live more in a day than another doth 
ina yeere:for life is in ation ; ſo much as wee 
do,asfar as we excrciſe this firimall life, ſo 


- >—.| much we live ; and looke what time wee ſpend 


vainely,and idl ,{o much of ovr life death pol: 
ſeſleth, as it is ſaid of the woman that lines in 
pleaſures ,1.Tim.y 6.Shee us arad while ſhe lineth, 
Now the God of life worke this life of grace in 

thoſe in whom itis yet wanting, and in- 

creaſe and inlarge this life inall 

thoſe in whom it is 
alreadic. 
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| | I's A. 64. 4. 

For ſince the beginning of the world, men 
| haue not heard noy perceiued by the eare, 
| "neither hath the eye ſeene another God, 
| beſides thee, which doth ſo to bim that 
'  waiteth for bim. 


| 
| 29 His particle Fer, which you haue 
NW forthe firſt word, hath ſuch a re- | 
? ference to thoſe before, that wee 
—>- muſt cakeinlikewiſethethird verſe, 


| AER 
When thou didſt terrible things, which wee 

lopked not for, thou cameſt downe, the 
mountaines flowed down at thy preſence: 
Far ſince the beginning &c. 


Weknow inthe new Tranſlat.the words are 
(i) read | 


o 
— eee Eee EEE 
y 
g 


| F 


——— 


62 A ſenſible Demonſtration 


—— 


read ſomewhat otherwiſe, but if you looke in- | 

tothe margine of your bookes, you ſhall finde' 

the ſame reading we now vſc,and that I rake to 
| beagrecable with the originall, andneercr the. 
| ' ſcope of the Propherinthart place, | 
| | The words,atthe firſt reading, ſeeme to bee: 
ſomewhat obſcure,but in briefethe plain mea- 
ning isthis; When the people of Iſracl were 
oppreſſed with enemies,more potent & might. 
' tic than themſclues, rhe Prophet, in his owne 
'name,andin the name ofthe people,makes this 
prayer vntothe Lord; O Lora, wee beſeech thee, 

breake the heauens and come aown,that the monn- 
| Faines may flow aowne at thy preſence, 

And whereas it might be ſaid, Our enemics 
aremightie,and as great as mountaines; Yet,O' 
' Lord,the mountaines melt at thy preſence : Or 
euen as the water boyleth when the fire bur- 
neth vndcr it ; ſodo the nations tremblear thy 
preſence, And this prayer is enforced with this 
 reaſon,O Lord, heretofore thou haſt doneter-| 
rible things,againft thoſe that prouoked thee : 
 againe, thou haſt done great things for thoſe 
that wait for thee ; therefore, we beſcech thee, 
as thon haſt done heretofore, ſo now breake the 
| beauens and come aowne CF. | | 
| Andifirbe obicted, Tt may bethere were 
ſome other cauſes of all theſe cuills, that befall | 
vs: the Prophetanſwereth no; that it was not 
in thepower of the creature, butthe comming 
| cowne of the Lord, at whoſe preſence the 
1s moun- 
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mountaines melted,that is,as a heape of waxe. 
or lead f1nketh and falleth downe when fire is 
| putto it, ſothe mightieſt narions melt away, 
| when thou commeſt to doany worke for vs, © 
| | Andifir be againe objeed, Burthere is all 
| the queſtion, whether there be ſuch a God or 
'n0, by whoſe prouidence theſe things are 
 broughtto paſſe: To thisthe Prophet anſwers 
inthe fourth verſe, For ſince the beginning of the 
world, men haue not heard, nor perceined by the 
eare,netther bath the eze ſeen, another God, beſides 
thee, which doth ſuch things for him that waiteth | 
for bim, As ithe ſhould fay, Indeed there isthe ; 
tcltimony of the Scriptures,there is the witneſs 
ofthe Prophets, andeuidence of miracles, that 
all things are dene by the prouidence of God, 
but yet( ſaith hee )I will leauc all theſe things, 
and appeale to the works of Nature,cuento the 
things thatthe eye hath ſcene, andtheeare hath 
neard;for from them it is manifeſt that there is 
2 God, and thar hee it/is who hath done theſe 
terrible things which we looked not for, | 
But not to ſtand long in the explication of 
the words, you ſhall findetheſethree points ly- 
ing evidently before you. 

Firſt, That eaen from the thinss that the eye 
ſ[eeth, and the eare heareth, it is manifeſt that God | 
# endthatit is he that doth theſe terrible things 
that we looked not for. 

Secondly,That this God & one, and that there 
# n# God beſtaes., the Idols andthe dung-bill god : ' 
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of the Gentiles are nogoas, | 
| Laſtly, As he doth terrible thirgs to theſe that 
| proueke him, ſo likewiſe preat ana wonaderfall | 
| things for thoſe who wait for him, © 

Thceſearethe three points which ariſe from 
theſe words , and of theſe in order ; And firſt 
for the firſt, That 

It ts manifeſt from t he things that the eye ſee- 
eth,and the care heareth, from day to day,that God 
6,and that it us by his promaence that all things are 
done in the world. 

Now we muſt know,that this point, That God 
is, and that by his prouidence all things come to 
paſſe ; I ſay,this is made plaintovs two ways : 
Firſt,by Faitb,out of the bookes of the Scrip- 
ture. Secondly, by Reaſor,out of the bookes of 
the creatures, 

Out of the bookes of the Scriptures;and that 
you ſhall ſee, Heb.1 1.3. By Faith we belcene that 
the worlds were made by God; & inthe fixt verſe, 
He who commeth to God anuſt beleeue that God 6, 
and that hee ts a rewaraer of thoſe that ſeeke him, 
Hete is mention made of the firſt way of know- 
ing that Goa ts, 

The ſecond way you ſhell haue ſet downe in 
Rem, 1.20.The:inwiſible things of bim, that is, his 
 Eternallpewer and Goahead, are clearely ſeene, be- 
ing vnaer ſigod by thethings that ave made: that is 
| thoughthe ctcrnall power and Godhead be in 

themſclues inuiſible, yer by the things that arc 
icene and heard,tney may be made known and 
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maniteſted to vs: ſo likewiſe, 42.17.27,28.1f/ | 
be we might grope after him,and finde him; for in | 
him we line, and moue,and haue our being : as if he. 
ſhould ſay, The very things wee heare,and ſee, | 
and raſte,and handle wich our hands, do all de- | 
. | monſtrate +hat Gods, which is the very ſame | 
| the Propher ſaith here,Stnce rhe beginning of the 
, world they bane not heard, nor wnderſtoed with | 
| their eare,nor ſecne with their eye another God be- | 
| ſides thee which doth ſofor him that waiteth for | 
' him, For we muſt know, that the things reuealed | 
| vnto VS ar2 of two ſorts: 
| Suchas haue no impreſſion vpon the crea- I 
 ture,ſuch are themyſterics of the Trinirie, and | 
| of the Goſpell; theſe are onely reuealed. 
| Others there are, which haue certaine cha-| 2 
| raters of them ſet vpon the creatures, ſo that 
' you may diſcernethem ; and amongſt the reſt 
 thisis one of the maine,#hat God #, and that by 
his prouidence all things are diſpoſed, in 
heauen andearth. 
Andalthoughitmay bee thought that there 
arenonethat doubt of this, yet theſe proofes 
are vſetull, partly becauſe they ſerue to anſwer | 
thoſe ſecret obieRions of Atheiſme,which wee | 
are all ſubict to; and partly becaule they | 
ſtrengthen that Principle in vs, #h4t God # : 


; which is very neceſſarie ro bee confirmed, ſee- 

n | ing it is the maine and principall foundation of 

: all Chriſtian religion, and can neuer ſufficiently 

; | enough bee rammed = being that _ | 
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muſt beare all the waight of the building; ther- 
fore let no manthinke, that thoſe prootes that | 
we ſhall vſe for the manifeſtarion of this truth, | 
areathing altogether needlefle, for certainely | 
whereſocuer the Scripture hath a mouth to 
| ſpeake,there it is vſefull for vs to haue an eare 
| to heare. 
| Firſt, therefore if we doe butin generall he- 
hold the Vniuerſe,and looke vpon the building 
of heauen andearth, wce may eatily diſcerne | 
therein, the eternall power and godhead of the 
maker of it. 
| | | Suppoſea man bred and brougiit vp in ſome 
hollow caue of the carth, having a houfe there | 
| built, and things neceſſaric prouided for him, 
| and let him afterwards, (when hee comes to a 
full vie of vnderſtanding, and not before ) be|. 
broughtand ſetvpon the face of the carth, and} 
| there let himſce the glorious beauty of the Sun, || 
and fcele the heat of it,the force of the windes, 
| & ſcethe {wiftneſle of the cloudes, the ebbing| 
and flowing ofthe ſeas, the apparel)ing of rhe 
earth; [et him fee the courle ot the heauens, & 
| the fearetull darken-ſle that fotlowerh vpon | 
| - | theſerting of the Sunne, and after that the 
Moon and Stars,lightcd vp tor the vſe of men | 
w- and beaſts ; would he nor wonderat all that, | 
' which we by reaſon of long afliduity make no- | 
thing of? Ir's atrucrule, Sapients eff rerum ma-; 
| ' nifeſtarum cauſas querere , a Wile man enquireth 


ater cauſes of manifeſt things, whichanother| 
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man paſſeth ouer, and asketh nor the ground 
and reaſon of. | 

And inthis inquiſition, when he findeth thar | 
man is beſt of the creatures, and yet was not a- | 
 bleroraiſe ſuch a roofe as the heauens,nor ſuch | 


| 
a floore as the carth, he muſt needes conclude, 


| that ſome one betrerand more able than man, 
| wasthe maker of all theſe things, which man 
| could not make hvimſelfe. 

And ifitbee obiected,but this workeman is 
no whereto be ſcene, though theſe things are 


| to be ſcene. | 


Obted, 


| Tanſwer, that asitis when you ſee a magni- | 4y/yer, 


| ficent palace,the builder of that many times is 

; notto be ſcene, yet we will ſay it could not bee 

| done but by ſome wiſe ArchiteRt, whoſe wilſe- 

| dome and abilitic was anſwerable tothe work; 

' or When wee ſee a faire river run, though we 

fſce not the ſpring from whence it iſſueth, yer | 
we conclude, that there is a well-head ſome- 

' where, that produceth theſe ſtreames , ſo when 

 weſhall ſeethe ſucceſſion of creatures, paſling 

| along by thcir generations, a wiſe man will ſay, 

' Surcly there is a principle, a firſt cauſe, a well- 

| head, whence they doe flow, though hce ſee it 
not. 

But this is but in generall: if we ſhould bring | 

' youto the particular obſcruation of the crea- | 

tures, it wil be moxecuident,cuen by the chings | 

| 

| that the cye ſeeth, and rhe care heareth, that | 

| there ts a God, by whole prouiuence all things | 
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are diſpoſed ; and we will inſtance in theſe par- | 


ticulars. 

Firſt, we may obſerue by that conſent, which| 
ariſerh from ſo many differences, and contrari-| 
eties amongſt the creatures , if you looke into} 
the fabricke of the world,you ſhall behold one || 
thing contrary toanother, one thing fighting 
againſt another, fire pry water, drineſſe| 
deſtroying moiſture,and moiſture drineſſe, &c. | 
yet withall you ſhall ſee theſe brought to a! 
comely agreement, com ming rogether to build| 
vp and maintaine the whole Vniverſe, how | 
_— this be done but by ſome wiſe Comman- 

ere | 

If you ſhould ſee vpon an Inſtrumenttwenty 
diſfonant ſtrings,andthey all brought into one | 
harmony,we would ſay that ſome skilfull Mu- 
ſitian had the tuning of it; and when we looke! 
into the world,8& fee fo many contrary things, 
and all thoſe brought to fo ſweet a harmony 
as they arc, muſt we not needes acknowledge, 
that there is ſome wiſe Agent, that intendeth 
one & remitteth anorher,and ſo maketh an vſc- 
full mixture of all? Andthis is the firſt thing | 


| 
f 


we are toobſeruc; for how could fomany con- 
 trarieties meete in one, except they were gui- 
ded by one which isaboue them all? 

The nextthing amongſt the rings whichthe 
eyc hath ſeene, and the eare hath heard, by 
which this is manifeſted, is the fitting and com- 


poling of one thing to another. | 


If 


=O 
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| 
| 


[not colour for a fit obic of the eye, to what | 
end hadtheeye beene made? if hee had made 
'the eye and colours, and no lighrto diſcouer 
the colours, thetwo firſt had beene to no pur- 


not another tranſparent bodie, as the aire is, 
through which the colours might bee tranſmit- 


perfe& worke : the like wee may ſay ofthereſt. 


and the care heareth, maketh it manifeft, that 
therejs ſuch a God as madeall theſe things. It } 
you looke into the fabricke of the world, and 
| Cenene all other particulars, you ſhall ſee the 
| LIKE, 
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' fitred one toanother; the ſheath to the knife, 
| the ſcabbard tothe ſword, wee would ſay this' 
| was not done by accident, but by art : when we 


or ſome curious Smith, and ſee there all things 


come into the ſhop of Nature, and ſee there all 
the workes of Nature, thus ſquared and fitted 
one to another, ſhall we not alſo acknowledge 
that there is a high and wiſe Agent, that hath 
done all this ? 


As for example : had God madetheeye,and | 


poſe; and if hee had made theſe three, and 


tedttotheeye, the three former had beene to| 
no purpoſe , but out of them all thus fitted the 
one tothe other, there reſulteth an vſefull and 


So that the very things that the eye feeth, | 


Theplants which thruſt their mouthes into 
the earth, draw ſufficient nouriſhment fromthe 


If we ſhould comeinto the ſhop of a Ioiner,' 


Place where they are ſetztherfore as they neede 
3 no 


a 
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no motion,forhey haue no motion giuenthem, | 
onely a nacurall powerto ſpread their rootes in | 
the earch, for the farther ſtrengthening of the 
| bodics. | | 

| Butfortche beaſts, which haue no nourith- 

meat in the places where they are bred, as they 
need motion,fo they have motion giuenthem); 

'andas the ſpaces/are ditferent; through which | 
they mour, ſoarc their motions different, ſome 
creepe,ſfome goe, ſome fly ; ahd as their meate 
is different, fo they have diff 


toreceiuc ir, ſome haue teet 
| 


rent inſtruments 
and ſome haue 
beaks,ſome haue gooms only ;zand not ſoonly, 
[botthey have different appetites, and different 
'raſtesand ſinels,according to their ſeuerall con- 
ſtitutions: ſo thar you ce all is fittedone to 
another, The creatures, the motion, the meate, 
rhe appetite,the inſtruments of taking it ; wher- 
as were there any diſproportion or difagree- 
ment in thoſe, the whole worke ſhould bee in 

 vaine. | | 
| Tfyoutake a Watch into your hand, and ſee 
there the wheeles firted one-vnto another, you 
will acknowledgethat this is not done without 
Art: when you ſee the ſame done inthe body 
ofa man, 'where there are ſo many hundred 
bones fitted one to another, fo many arteries 
and finews ; ſhall wee not acknowledge a great 
pronidence, which hath doneall this 'This is | 

: the (econd thing ro beobſerued, 

The raird obſeruation is taken from rhoſe | 
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| cfkes that proceed from bruit and vnreaſona | 
| ble creatnres, the Szorke,the Swallow,and the E- 
 lephant whole aRions for the moſt part exceed 
their knowledge, 8 are beyond their ſtrength , 
As for example : they aime at an end they 
know not,they goe by a rule they vnderſtand 
not, they vſe the meanes that tend to ſuch an 
 end,and yetare ignorant of it; all which argues 
 thatthey are guided by one, who both knowes 
the iourniesend to which they ayme, and the 
way that leadeth toit. Euen as when a man 
hath pafled through a way full of many tur- 
 nings,and at length comes tothe right end, hee 
' will conteflethat ſome one hath rulec and gui- 
ded him (through ſo many turnings) that knenv | 
the way : cuen ſo when wee ſhall ſee theſe crea- 
tures doe things, and that conſtantly, and yet 
know not what they doe, it is an argument that 
theyareled and guided by one that workes all 
their workes in them ana from them, Whence the 
ſaving of the Schoolemen, Op Nature &c.the 
worke of Nature is got the worke of mecreand 
bare Nature, but of the Author of Nature-: and 
therfore as theſe ations are aboue their know- 
ledge, ſothey ate alſo abouc their abilitie , 
' Which you ſhall ſeen theartofthe Spiger,curit 
ouſly ſpinning his web, and the providence of 
the Ant, pr outding in the Summer for iater ;, 10 
the wiſedome ot the Comes, that berg a propic 
net flreng, yet they make their hoaſes in the.raci 5 


' Nowitis a ſure rule, that wherefocve efte@rs] 
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arc produced aboue the reach & abilitie of the 
(cauſe, they alway import ſome higher Cauſe, 
| ' whencethey proceed , and therefore when we 
fee ſuch aRions of wiſedome and providence, 
 doneby the creature which haue neither wiſc- 
dome nor prouidence in them,they muſt needs 
| proceed from ſome higher Cauſe thar guideth 
'them : cucn as you ſce ina faire writing, thar is 
' Written by a new beginner, you will ſay ſurely 
it's the writing of him that guided his hand, ra- 
[ther than his owne. It you ſhould ſee a hundred | 
arrows ſhot out of athicketand all theſe ſhould 
hicthe marke,though you fcc him not that ſhot 
them, you mult needes ſay that they were ſhot 
| by ſome skilfull Archer :cuen ſo when you ſee 
the creatures that knew not the end they aime 
at, northe meanesthat conducedto that end 
yet vſing dire& and pertinent meanes ro come 
to it, it's a moſt direQargument that there is an 
almightie Power that guides them to all the 
thingsthatthey doe : and this is the third ob- 
ſcruation. 
4 A fourth thing, by which the inuifible things, 
thatis, the eternall Power and Godhead ts made 
| manifeſt to vs by the things that the eye ſeeth and 
the earebeereth; it is the prouident prouiſion 
that is made forall thecreatures. If you ſhould 
come intoa well ordered Common-wealth,or | 
family, and ſhould ſee all their things done in 
order, racate prouided forallche family in due 


| order and ſcafon,we would not doubt but _ 
there | 
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this order, 
| Andſhall weenot acknowledge this ſame 
when wee ſee it done in the great houſe of the 
world,where ſo many millions of men & beaſts 
are daily fed, and cloathed,and ordered * Take 
but a {mall family,if there be but alittle impro- 
videpce, how ſoone doth the whole family 
feele the want of it? and how doe weethinke 
that the great family of theworld could bee 
kept, without a ſpeciall providence to order it? 
1f there were buta towne, or a villageto bee 
| planted, how many things were neceſſarie to 
maintaineit? I will name but one,Z/al,r104.1c, 
that is, the providence of God inbringingrthe 
 watersandthe ſprings to many ſeverall cownes. 
; If we ſhould ſee the ſame done in a great houſe, 


| water brought by pipes into every roomethar | 


needes it, wee would acknowledge it to bee the 
providenceof him that orderedit ſo, and ſhall 
we not acknowledge theſame, when wee ſee 
God bringing in water into ſo many particular 
places ina countrie * And as intceding, foin 
cloathing ſo many creatures; if menſhould | 
| cloath them, how would they beginne to doe 


bring forthgraſle, ſo hee hach commandedthe 
$kinnes of beaſts to bring forth haires, and fea- 
thers, and wooll, ro bee fircloathing torthem. 


{there is a gouernour, that caſts theſethings into| 


] 


it : But as God hath commandedthe earth ro | 


| 


| 


| oindefendingaod in-forcifpingrhemagaink 


the 


 Andas it's in cloathing, ſo his providenceis al- | 


| 
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the injuries of one another. Some have hoofes, 
and hornes, and tuskes to defend them , thoſe 
that have not, theſe have legs to runne away, 
thoſe that want that, have holcs and dcennes to 
 hiderhemſelves in, and (which is to be obſer- 
ved) rhe weaker creatures gocin heards toge- 
|  ther,the ſtronger goe alone for if they ſhould 
goe in multitudes,no man nor beaſt could ſtand 
| before them : this you ſhall finde ſer downe, 
Job 37.Pſal.104. Now itthe Queene of Sheba 
when ſhee came to Sa/omens Court,and ſaw the 
meate ofhis table,the fitting of his ſervants,and 
their apparcll, 1.Kizg. 10. was aſtoniſhed, 1 
fay, if ſhe were ſo then, when ſhe ſaw the wile- 
done and proviſion in the houſe of Salomon, | 
how much more when we looke into this great 
| houſeof the world,wherethere arcſo many up- 
riſing 8& down-lying,thatmuſt have bread and 

meate from day to day ? how much more,[ ſay, 
| ſhould weeadmire, and acknowledgethis great 
iy providence of God, which openerh hi hand and 
| 


| 


giveth them their meate induc ſeaſon? This is the 
fourth obſervation. - | 
The fifth is taken from the combination and 
connexion which is among the creatures, that 
dependence they have one upon another , men 
| cannot live without beafts to feedethem, the | 
| beaſts cannot live withour graffe ro nouriſh | 
them, that cannotbee maintained withoutthe 
1afluence of the heavens tonouriftrit , which 
ſubordimarion you ſhall-ſec fer down,71vſ.2.2 + 
I'wi® | 
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I will keare the heavens, and the heavens (ball 
heare the earth, andthe earth ſhall heare the corne, 
Whence wee may reaſon thus : Either this was 
| done by accident,or by providence; nor by ac- 
cident, for ſo you may as well ſay, that a mul- 
titude of letters caſt together by chance, can 
makea Hiſtory or Poem, as that this order, 
this connexion, and dependence of the crea- | 
tures, ſhould come to paſſe by accident: and if | 1d] 
ic be notby accident, then iris by providence ,' | 
for this can no more bee done without provi- || 
dence, than ina Hiſtorie or Poem, there can be i 
adependence of one word or ſentence upon | 
another , wirhoutthe art of wit and reaſon in | ". 
him thatcompoſedic. | ow 
The laſt obſervation, is from the wiſedome 
of the Creator; which is ſet and ſtamped upon 
all his workes, even astheskill of an Artiſt is 
upon all the worke he makes. When we ſee the 
fatue of a man made, wee acknowledge that it 
was done by the skill of him that made it, and 
ſhallnot wee acknowledge irin the maker of 1 
man himſelfe? When we ſee a glaſſeeye, an i- 
vory tooth, and a wooden legge, wee ſay itis 
done by askilfull Artiſt ; and ſhall wee nor ob- 
ſervea ſpeciall providence and wiſedome, in | 
the making of the members themſelves ? for | 
the things are better thatare doneby nature, 
than thoſe that are done byart; for artdoth 
but imitate nature, andthat which isimitated 
is better than that which doth imitate: 
L 2 ſhall | | 


_ ——— 
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| ſhallwee attribute skill and wiſedome tothe! 
| workes of Art,and not tothe works of Nature, 
| which do far excell them 2 When we ſee a Di- 
al deſcribing the hours ofthe day,we acknow- 
ledge ittobee done by theskill of man ; when 
' wee ſee the ſame done inthe heavens, ordering | 
 thetimes & ſeaſons, thall we not acknowledge 
awiſcdomein himrthat makes and guides the | 
| | heavens? It is reported that Archimedes madea 
| | Spheare,wherin the revolution of the heavens, 
| the courſe of the Sunne, the ebbing and flow- | 
ing of the Sea, is deſcribed and kept intheor- 
. derthatthemſelves doe move in; which when 
' aman ſees he is ready to ſay, this was not done 
| by accident, but by the skill of ſome excellent 
' Artiſt; andif ſo, then certainely the thing it 
ſelf whichthat Spheare doth but imirate,could 
| ' not bee done but by the wondrous power | and 
' wiſedome of himthatdothit, 1 will proceed 
no furtherinthis, but come to make ſomeap- 
plication. Gb 
| | Firſt therefore, ſecing beſide the Teſtimony 
| ofthe Scripture there are ſo many proofes,even 
| fromthe things that rhe eye ſees, and that the 
| eare beares, that God is, by whoſe Providence all 
things come to paſſe, it ſhould ſtrengthen. our 
| Faith intharfirſt and main Principle,that Gods, 
| For though an6bjet may bee ſeene by a ſmall 
| light, yet when more candles are brought in, 
| and when there is a greater light, wee ſeethe 
| lame - obje&t more cleare and: diſtinly :- ſo 


{ el. though | 


"ee oe WW S 
«. " 


4 
| 
C4 
= 
4 
F ÞF 
i 
| 
FJ" 
= © 
© 
l ro 
l 


— 


7 
« — — —— —_ Y ——————x a ”s _— 7" 
4 o were » ww [ "I 
. AI TIAKCAAS, A, i 
2 be * » : I FS: 
- o \ # P 
Hr ; 4 - . 


-—» - - 


* B+ TW. noo 


Sg CO02A?f O a 


LL ——— 
——— A. 


hs 


Of the Deitte. 


T7 


though we delecye by Faith #447 God #5, yerthe 
 addicion of moreArguments ſhould ſtrengthen 
| . . | 
us inthis beleefe,and confirmethis concluſion, | 
 andadde more to our aſſent tv it ; For(my Be- | 
loved)though it bee not obſcrved;yet it is cer- | 
taine,that all thatuneveneſle, ali thoſe exorbi- 
rances which are found in the lives of men,doe 
proceede from the weakneſle of this ſpring, | 


thattheſe firſt Principles are nor firmcly and 


thoroughly beleeved.Men will notnegleR Re- | 


ligion altogether, neither will they make their | 


hearts pertet with God inall things , and | 


| whence. comes it but from this, - that this firſt | 
 Priaciple isin part beleeved,;in part not belee- 
ved * thatis,they ſay in their hearts, it may bee 


ven andearth,and it may be.not: andtherefore 

they will haveſome care in thedueries of Re- 

ligion, but a full care they havenot whereas | 
ift 


| him witha full and perfe@? heart. 


' No, his verie ſcope is. to ſhew us, that if there 
| beſuch a God, then it is he that dath-the #errs- 
 blethingsthat are done to us : they comenotto 


the point, that by the things that the eyefeeth, | 
andthe earcheareth, it appearetty tharthere 1s 


there is ſuch an Almightic God, that made bes: 


hey did beleeye it fully, they would ſerve 


But is thisall the uſe thatis to be made of it © 
isthis all the Prophet driveth'tointhisplace * 


paſſe by accidenty therefore weeſo propound 


ſuch a-God that doth terrible things which wee 
looke not for. If it benatby chance and by ac- 
L 3 cident, 
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cident, nor the wiſedome and endeyours of 
men, butthe Lord, which doth both terrible 
and mercifull things, both the = and thee-' 
vill which befall us,rhen let us /ve by faith and. 
wot by ſenſe, that is, feare him, and meethim in| 
the way, while its yet time, leſt we fall intothe 
errour of the Iſraelites here, to have terrible 
things done to us before we looked for them. For 
though we belecve there is ſuch a God, yerif 
we doe otherwiſe, we forget the Lord,an wee 
live without God in the world. 

Everic-man, when the evill is upon him,ſtar- 
tles atit:as a beaſt when he falls and finkes into 
| aditch or quagmire, heftruggles, and doth his 
beſt roger out, ſo men are taught by nature and 
ſenſe, ro expedite themſelves out of an evil! 
when they are in it, but the greateſt point of 
faith and wiſdome,isto foreſee & forecaſt evill 
to come, and to prevent it.S«u#/whenhe was in 
a ſtrait, he could ſeeketo the Lord ; but then 
he would not anſwer bim, neither by Prophet, 
nor by Yrim nor Thummin. 104b when hee was 
in extremitic,and had no other refuge, he could 
fly to the borwes ofthe Altar , 25 men uſe to flye 
to prayer in fickeneſle, in danger, and extremi- 
tie ; burthen it was roo late, E/## when the bleſ- 
ſing was paſt helpe and recoverie,he could /ect 
# with teares : But why did they doe it no ſoo- 
ner while it was yet time © Certainely it pro- 
ceeds froma ſecret Atheifme and Vnbeleefe, 
to which wee are too ſubjet, which makes 1s | 

not 
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notto be moved with any forewarnings, till we 
feele the evill it ſelfeupon us : And therefore it | 
' is faid here, Terrible things are done to us that 
| we looked not for. 
Death is a terrible thing, yet becauſe its ap- 
prehended as a thing afar off, who conſidercth 
the ſhortnefle of his life, while its time ro make 
ſore bis calling and elefian, that his ſoule may 
not depend upon uncertainties * Hell is aterri- 
blething, to conſider that the Soule is immor- 
tall,and that there is another placerto live in for 
ever , andyet who conſiders this intime, and 
rakesirto heart 4 Outward Calamities that be- 
fall a Church, or a State,or a particular Perſon, 
areterrible , but who conſiders them intimeto | 
prevent them £ This is,and ever hath beene the 
nature of man inall times , wee rhinke we will 
| doe it mods + mons, but till wee are put off : 
therefore let us not, as thoſe in THmes, Pur the 
evill day farre from #s5,aud draw neeretothe ſeate 
of miquity, (for thoſe two commonly goe toge- 
ther) left it befall us that S«/omen ſpeakes of, 
As the Oxe to the Nenohter, and the Bird tothe 
ſnare, ſo we be led to defiruction,and conſider it nor, 
till « dart ftrike through our liver: butlet us doe: 
ſomewhat intime, and not deferre and put off, 
for the verie delay brings miſchiefe. Whenthe 
blow comes (as I ſay)every man feares, but be- | 
fore we care not , but wee do as thoſe, who 
becauſe the hand of the Dyal proceeds inſen1- 


bly, confidernothow the houre paſſerh, tillthe | 
| Gaul ___ ſtroke | 
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ſtroke of the Bell giverh norice, | 

Itis a wiſcand true ſaying, Extremum ſillici- 
dinm clepſydram non exhaurit, & ultimus it}us| 
quercum nou cedit , Iris not thelaſt ſand that 
doth exhauſt the houre-glafſe, nor is itthe laſt! 
ſtroke that doth overthrow the oake , thar is, it 
isnotthenext immediate cauſe that brings e- 
vill upon us, as men commonly thinke, but it is 
the precedent as, negleRs and decaycs, that 
were long before that blow came upon us. And 
whoknowes whether webe not now upon the 
very Tropickrand turnings of Times?and yetas' 
its ſayd of old age,thereis nomanthat is ſo 01d 
that thinkes he may notlivea yeare longer, ſo 
weare never brought to ſo low an ebbe,but we 
are apt tothinke we ſhall hold out yer a yeare, 
and a yeare longer. Sothat as the Lapwing fals 
before the Traveller, and draweth him a little 
anda little further, till at length hee bee quite 
drawne away from herneſt. , ſo wee are quite 
drawne ef from doing the things which might 
prevent thoſe evils that are to come : and fo 
terrible things are done #8 us which wee looked 
not for. 

The ground of all is, partly becauſe wee 
live by ſenic,& not by faith (which: weare all 
ſubject unto, more orlefſe) by which we thiok 
our prefent condition ſhall continue whatſoc- 
ver itbe, if webc in affliction, wee thinkethat 

ſhall alwaies continue z andif we bein proſpe- 
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| [bali be 45 to day, and much more abundant, that is| 
an obſeryable place , faith the Prophet, there is 

an evill necreunto you, and the reaſon is, the 
Watchmen are blinde, they are dambe dogges,they 
canntt barke &6, but looke to their own way every | 
one ; and yet ((aith hee) my people ſay, Come bring 
wine, wee will fill our ſelves with ſtrong drinketo 
morrow ſhal be 45 to day,and much more abuzdant: | 

[ ſay, this is naturallto us. | 
Beſides, another ground of it is, becauſe wee 
ſce dangers come, andgoe, and patle away,and 
yet the blowes come not upon us; and therfore [ 
we areaptto doe asthat foole,that becauſe hee 
| ſaw the river ſliding away, ſtandeth upon the 
fhoare,and hopeth at length thatall wil be paſt, 
that hemay go overdry ſhod, and conſidereth | | 
not that there is a ſucceſſion of waters, which | | 
will continue it: ſo wee conſider not that God | 
| 


* 
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hath an army of ſorrows,when he hath afflicted 
us ſeven times, yet he addeth ſeven times more, | 
and if yet we continue obſtinate, hee can doe it | 
| ſeven times more z till at length his wrath ſivell 
and grow overthe banks,and carry all away be- | | 
fore it; T hat expreſſion you have inthe Pro- | 
phecy.of Nahum: | 
Partly it is againe, becauſe Godis not ſeene, | 
becauſe God is forgotten in-the world : the} | 
| 
| 


creatures which ſhould be as a glafſero help us | 
F | toſee him more clearely, they becomeas thick 
e- clouds to hide God from us , we look upon the | 


wall of the creatures, but welook notupon him 
14 | M that | 
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| that ſtands behinde it, who changeth times,and 
ſeaſons,as he doth the weather : Sothat our wi- 
| feſt conjecture of him, is as uncertaine as the 
| prognoſtication is ofthe raine,ſnow and wind, 
| wearereadie to compute futurethings, as wee 
' compute daies and yeares, and forget that God | 
| | thatis the diſpoſer of theſe, and fo grow bold 
| and careleſſe: But Davidthoughtnorſo,Pſa.3 1. 
| My times are in thy hands, O Lord; As if hee 
| | ſhould ſay, They are not inthe hands of Sa, 
| nor inthe hands of Doeg, nor in anie of mine e- 
| nemies hands,to do me hurt,nor inthe hands of 
| my greateſt friend rodo me good, but my times 
| | are inthy hands , for ſothou diſpoſeſt of them 
as it pleaſeththee, 
Andtherefore letus be exhorted to reckon it 
| our greateſt wiſedome, to foreſee the greateſt 
; danger to come,while it is yerafar off. Fire may 
| beegivento atraine of Gun-powder a great 
' way from the place, to which the blow is in- 
tended: therefore it was a wife obſervation a- 
moneſtthe Romares, that when Hannibal was 
belieging S72untinm,a City confederate of their 
Allies, which was farre enough from Rome, 
they thought everie blow was givento ir,that 
he waseventhen beating upon the wals of the 
| Caprtol., therefore they tooke no leſle care to 
preventthe dangerin ſuchadiſtance, than if it 
| hadalreadie ſeized upon them: Sono doubt 
when theenemic isaſſaulting the Churches afar 
| off, hee isceven then ſtriking ar the —_— war" 
urch 
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Church and Common-wealth, | 
It is atruerule,when theevill day commeth, 
its time of ſp-nding, and not of gathering, it 
muſt bee done before; it istoo late to fetch the 
'oylewhen we ſhould uſe ir, to go and buy when 
the Bridegroome commeth ; thereforethey are 
| called fool;ſb Yirgins, becaule folly is improvi- | 
deat, it ſtands in the valley,and ſeesnot the evil. 
afore it bee upon us : wiſedome ſtands upona 
hilland deſcryesthe danger, and the evils that 
are afar off, before they approach. Its certaine, | 
(gve me leaveto ſpeake, for weare the watch- 
men which ſtand upen the watch-tower, and} 
ſhould ſee morethanthoſe which Rand below, 
and muſt give warning,that we may deliver our 
owne ſoules, leſt your bloud berequired at our | 
hands)I ſay,its certaine thatevill is intended a-, 
gainſt us,and will come upon us, except ſome- 
thing be doneto prevent it. For there isa cove-| 
nant betweene God andus, and breach of co-} 


venant cauſeth a quarrell; the quarrell of God| 


| 


— 
bh Ad. ooccumowd 


—_— 
es. AM 


ſhal notgo unrevenged: he ſaith tothe 1ſaelires, 
Levit.26.25.-Twill ſend a ſword upon you, which 
[hall avenge the quarrell of my covenant , As if he 
ſhould ſay, T here is a covenant, and you have 1 
broke that covenant,& therefore I haveaquar- 
rell,and I will ſend a ſword toavenge my quar- ol 
rell. Now the quarrels of God are notraſh and 
paſionare as mens are,&therfore he will not lay 
them aſide withoutſome true & real ſatisfaRtion. | 


If we willnot belceeve his word, yetſhall we | 
M 2 not | | 
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| not beleeve his ations 2 hath he not begunne * 
| are we infatuate,and ſee nothing 2 doe wee not 
| {ce the whole bodie of thoſe that profeſle the 
| truthare bcſieged round about through Chri- 
| ſtendome:? at this time are not preſent enemies, 
| not only ſtirred up, but united rogether,and we 
diſ-joyned torefiſt them 2 are not our Allics 
waſted ? are not many branches of the Church 
cut off already,& more in hazzard ? In a word, 
| havenot ourenterprizes beene blaſted,and wi- 
| thered under our hands for the moſt part 7 have 
| notthings been long going down the hill, arid 
: are even now haſtening toa period? and do not 
| weeſay now that ſuch anaccident, and ſuch a 
| miſcarriage of ſuch a buſineſſe, and ſuch men 
' are the cauſes ? But who isthe cauſe of theſe 
| cauſes * is it not he without whoſe providence 
; a Sparrow fals not tothe ground ? arenot theſe 
crackes to give warning before the fall of the 
| houſe? arenot theſe the gray haires which Hoſes 
4 798 of, that are bere and there ap0n us,end we 
iſcerne them not ? Gray haires you know area 
; figne of old age and approach untodeath. * 
And arenotall theſc things arguments &- 
| | nowthat God hath begunne with us 2 will he 
leave his worke in the middle? No certainly, | 
you ſhall ſee what himſclfe ſaith, 1.Sam7.3. 12. 
| #hen 1 begin, [le make an end.Semuet had threat- 
ped fearfull judgments againſt the houſe of £/#, 
but becauſe they lived long in peace, 8 were 
not ſuddenly executed, they were ready to 
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tlunk the words of the Prophet, werebut wind, 
jerfore God tels thein, that it was true, he was | 
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patiEt,& long before he begun, bur notwithſta- 
ding when hee began hee wouldalſo make an 
| end. wherforeI belcech you for our own ſakes, 


and for the ſake of the Churches, letus well 
and ſeriouſly conſider this; doubtleſle there is 
ſomewhat for which Godis offended; and if 


Lord will not returne unto us, and cauſe us to 

proſper inthe things we put our hands unto, 
When 7o/us ſaw the people fall before their 

| enemies, hee wondred atir, andenquired the 


| 


 cauſe,and exceptthat had bin removed,though 


it had beene for many yeares, yet he ſhould ne- 
| ver have had ſucceſle, nor brought thechildren 
| of ſrae/to the Land of Canaan, though God 
| had promiſed itz for Gods promiſes are as his 
| threatnings, to bee underſtood witha condi- 
tion, Buta moſt remarkable example you ſhall 
 finde,2.Sem,21.1. When there fcll outa famine 
inthe daics of David, he knew thenaturall cauſe 
| Was the drought, but hee enquired after the ſu- 
| pernaturall cauſe, as wiſe men ſhould doe as 
lacob when hee ſaw the Angels aſcended and 
deſcended, hee enquired who ſtood on the top 
of the ladderand ſentthem to and fro. Ezekie/ 
enquires who ſtands on the top of the wheele , 
but fooles looke onely who ſtands on the next. 


David, what was the cauſe of the famyne; and 
M 3 Ir 


there be, certainely till that be taken away, the 


| 


] 


ſtaire or ſtep: whereas wee ſhould enquire as | 
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|perſon, itis becauſe God is angrie, and hee is| 


| obſerve this connexion, that when anic afflii- 


| doe, that ſufter a ſuite to run on, and charges to 


| onely,butinthat which is tocome. Ir is appa- 


—_——— ——_— t— 


it wasanſ{wered him,it was Sa#l and his bloudic! 
houſe, becauſe he had broken his oath with the| 
Gibeonites, which was done manie yeares be- 
fore : I ſay, ſo wee ſhould doe inall the calami- 
ties, afflitions.and extremities that befall ei- 
therthe Church in generall, oranie particular 
perſon , ſearch what the cauſe is. 1 findethe 
phraſe uſed in 2.Chroz. 12.7. ſaith the Lord' 
there, 1 will not at this time poure out my wrath 
pon Jeruſalem by the hands of Shiſhack : where 
obſerve, that though Sh:ſhack _ the immedi- 
ate inſtrument, yet it was not Shiſhack his 
wrath,Shi/hack was but the viallthrough which 
his wrath was powred out. Where you way 


on befalletha State or Church, or a particular 


never angrie bur for ſinne ; aad till finne beere-| 
moved, his anger is never laid afide, time wears 
itnaotout, asit doththe anger and paſſions of 
men. Andthereforeit is good forustocom- 
pound with the Lord, and to take up this ſuite 

cfore it come to cxccution and judgement, 
and not to doe as ill-husbands and prodigals | 


grow from Terme to Terme, leſt we be inforced 


to pay,not onely,the maine dept;bur the arrera- 
gesalſo, that is, the time of that patience and 
long-ſuffering of God, and not in this world 


rent that God is abour a great worke, yeato| 


_make! 
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make a great change in the world,except we do 

| as1t were hold his hand by ſeeking andrturning | 
unto him,and by removing the things that pro- 
| yoke him : he doth not lay all theſe ſtones, and 
moveal] theſ@wheeles for nothing, & yet who 
knowes what it is he is about, till ir be brought 
forth? ſuch a metaphor I finde,Prov.27.1. Who 
| knowes what a day may bring forth ? its a meta- | 
phor taken from a wombe ; there is no man 
knowes what is in the wombe of to morrow, or | 
 whatevil tomorrow may bring forth.$ax/little | 
thought thatthe next day travelled of ſuch a | 
| birth as the overthrow of thearmics of 7/7ae/, 
| and the death of himſelfe and his ſonnes. 106 lit- 
 tlethought thatthe next day had in the wombe 
| thereofthe fall of the houſe, and the ſlaying of 
| his children. It you obſerve the Scripture, you | 
ſhall findethatthereare certain ſeaſons, where- 
inasthe Angell troubled the poole, ſo God 
troubleth the Churches, and commonly when 
God doth itto one,he doth ittoall.2,Chroz.1 5, 
5,6. And at that time there was no peace 10 him 
that did zoe out or in, but that troubles were to all 

' the inhabitants , for nation; was deſtrozed of nati- 
| n,and titie of citie . for God troubled them with 

| all adverſitic. Where you ſhall obſerve, that 
| where God once begins to doe it, allthe,Chur- | 
| ches come in, in theend.;.and whence was.1t ? 

| not becauſe ſuchan' accidenr fellout,and ſuch 
offences. aroſe betweene Princes and Princes, 
and Nation and Nation, but God had rn 

| tnem 


CCC CEE as EE EET 
—— Q— P 


—————_ 


$8 


0 > 


th lkinde ofadverſitic; but de 
| themwith al ; hAlf, 


| foreſee the Winter, and betake themfelyes to 
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Ter:2 5.15. anotable example you ſee, the 
cup went round, when it was givento one Dati- 
on to drink, every one taſted of it, though ſome 
more,ſome leſſe; Sothat, I ſay; there are cer- 
eaine times and ſeaſons wherein God troubleth 
the Churches, andthat veriething that diſtin- 
guiſhes between Nations & Churches, to be ſa- 
ved or to be deſtroied,is the verieabilitictodiſ- 
cerne of thoſe ſeaſons ; Ohthat wee were ablc 
now,and willing to diſcernethart ſeaſon. 

I will give you two inſtances : When deftru- 
Rion was to bee brought upon 7ernſalem,when 
they wereto be led into captivity,rhe Lord was 
above twentie years abonr it,many warnings he 
gaye them by his Prophets, hee brought Neb. 
chadneFarneerthem,and took him away again, 
& what is the complaint he takes up againſt his 
people * ſaith he,7 he Storke and the Cranes know 
their appointed times, but my people know not the 
judgements ofthe Lord. T hoſecreatures feeleand 


ſome warme place. There is a judgementa 
comming, there are warnings enough, but my 
people cannot diſcernetheir ſeaſon,” And {o 
when the laſt blow was to|bee given to the ewes 
by the hands of the Romares, you ſhall ſee how 
patherically our Sayour expreſſeth it. 0 7er»ſa- 
lem, Teruſalem, if thou hadſt knowne inthis thy day 
the things belonging to thy peace, but now they are 


h1d from thine ejes. Mark,9n this thy day,thereis a 
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| time & a ſcaſon,and w+& #*v»rime is exceeding | 
: ſwift, and paſſethaway. There is ſuch a day 
wherein if Jers/a/em had ſcene it,the deſtruction | 
had bin preuented, but now the time is paſt : It | 
is athing worthy obſcruation, chat there is a 
double time,which we ſhall ſee obſeruedin the 
Scripture : Thereis a time of preparing, and | 
threatning, and no more but threatning, and a | 
time of executing the decree; ſo you ſhall ſee it 
expreſſed, Zephan.2.1,2.Search,or, Gather your | 
ſelues together, before the decree bring forth, before 
the fierce anger of the Lord come wpon you Or. 
There isatime of whetring his glittering ſword 
& fitting the arrow tothe bow,beforetheblow | 
be giuen ; there is atime of patience, trialland 
long-ſuffering, before he /weares in bis wrath, 
they ſþall not enter into bu reſft;but when the time 
is come, when the word is once gone out of his 
mouth, when the decree is gone forth, then, as 
Samuel (aid to Saul, when hee would hauc the 
ſentence of his reieRion to bee retrated ; No 

ſaith he,#he frevgth of 1{r acl is not a man, that be ' 
ſhould repent,2.Sam.15.29.Therefore whilethe 
euillis yetintheclouds,beforethe ſtorm come, 
while things are preparing, while the ſword is 
whetting, before the ſtroake be giuen, before | 
the decree bee come forth, ler vs ſearch our 
ſclues and meet him, to preuent it. The cuils | 
which mc intend againſt vs may prooue abor- 
ſriue ; they may either die in the wombe;, or elſe 
they may #ravel{ with miſchieſe, and bring forth | 

N 4 


- 
—_——ﬀ__ - 
— —__l. — _ ——_ W—_— - DA. 


S045; 


OI, 


—" COS 


£ 90 | A ſenſable Demonſtration 


|« lye,that is, ſomewhat contrary to that they in- 
| trend; ſed fata view invenient,but whenGod in- 
trends any euill againſt any,what power ſhall be 
able to ſtop him?the deſtrutions of God will 
| finde a way which we neuer dreamed of, as we 
| "{ec oft by experience;Ye/ punts temports maxi: 
| ma rernm momenta vertuntur, even 1a a point 
of time the greateſt things are turned vpſide 
downe.My beloued, weall affect the praiſe of 
wiſedomezand wherein doth wiſedome chiefly 
conſiſt, we ſhall ſee. Dear. 3 2.29.0 that my pec- 
| ple were wiſe:what todoe? ts remember their lat- 
| ter end;as if wiſdome did therein conſiſt: Soin | 
Prowerbs 22.3.4 wiſe man ſees the plague afar of, 
 C hiaes himſelf,but a foole goeth on, #puniſhea, 
itsa Metaphor taken from beaſtes, that feele 
| the ſtorme before it comes, 8 then hide them- 
 ſelnes in their dens; but the foole goeth on and « | 
| { pawiſbed ; that is,cither he is ignorant and ſees it 
| 

| 


3 


not, or elſc he is beſotted and ſtupified, and | 
careleſle to preuent ir. So Pre. 14. 16. The wiſe 
| man feareth and departeth from euil, but the foole 
|  rageth, and careleſſe,that is,the prudent man he 

feares the cuilof iudgement, the euil of puniſh- 
. ment, he fearesthe iudgement to come, therforc 
he departeth from the cuil of fin that brings it; 
as/o/epb foxclaw the famine, & hid both himſelf 
and others from it by providing againſt it: ſo 
7ob when his ſons were banquerting, he feared, 
leſt they had ſinned, and Llafphemed Godiwn their 
| #cart5, and therfore heroſe carly and een 
Cr | r 
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| for them:bu# the faole rageth & ts confident the] 
| word inthe originall is ro paſſe on wharſocuer 
| comes of it;as Ba/aam when the Angel met him 
with adrawn ſword to ſhew the danger thathe 
went in,yet he would not be ruled, but he went 
on,& you know the ifſue: and ſo 4hab when he 
went to Kamorh-Gilead, though Micaiah fore- 
[told him, yet he would goon, therefore came 
ſhort home for his labour: its accounted a point 
of courageandgeneroſity not to feare,bur you 
ſcerhe wiſeman ſaith here,that a wiſeman fears 
and departs from euil. Indeed there is a double 
fearegthere isa feare that oughtnortto be; that 
cauſeth the thing we fcare ro come to paſle, | | 
that is,ſfuch a teare as ſets vs aworke to vſceuill | 
means to preuent the cuil; fuch was the feare of 
Saul .that let him a worke to ſeeke to the witch, 
which was the very thing that brought vpon 
him that he feared ; ſuch was the feare of the 
I/raelites,yvhich made chem ſeeke to Egypt & to 
Aſbar for helpe, which brought vpon them the 
thing which they feared ; and ſucha feare wee 
ſhould lay afide : butthere isa good fear which| 
cauſeth the thing thar we feare, notto come tro|-- -- 
| paſle,becauſcit ers vs a worke to ſeeketo God; 
ſuch was the fearc of Iehoſbaphat, 2. Chro:20.3. 
When there was a greatmultitude came againſt 
him, he feared, ſaiththe Text;and what did this | 
teare ſet him on work to do? He ſought the Lord, | + | 


aud proclaimed «fat throng hout all Indahh, Now 


wa feare was a profitable teare, which cauſed 
the 
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the thing he feared,not to comero paſlle, forby 
. [this meanes he had a wonderfull deliuerance : 
| ſuch was the feare of /acob : when Eſas came a- 
gainſt him with 400.menghe was ſore afraid,&| 
| what did this fearetit ſer him a worke to pray, 
| 1,.»]&towreſlle with the Lord Almighty;this cauſed 
| the thing hee feared notto come to paſle : ſuch 
was the fear of /#ſ5a5 when hee heard the booke 
ofthe law read,and thereby ſeeing the danger 
that was like to come, he feared ; and what did 
| that feare bring to paſſe? His heart melted((aith 
the text ) within him, and hee bumbled himſelfe 
greatly before the Lord,and therfore thething he 
feareddid not comerto paſle in regard of him- 
: | ſelfe; for hee had word ſent him by the Lord, 
that he ſhould nor ſee that cuill in his daies. So 

> | thatthere isa good, anvſcfull, and profitable 
| feare,that cauſeth thething we fearnor to come 
to :andthis is the feare that the wiſe man 
| ſpeaks of, Pro,23.14.Bleſſed is be that faareth al- 
waies,but hethat hardneth hu beart ſhall fall into 
exiZ.I will notadde any more: another maine 
thing to which the —_— driueth, is, that as 
the Lord aoth terrible things to theſe that pro- 
woke bim, tothoſe that well nottake warning ; 
{o likewiſe he doch wondrow things for thoſe that 
\ |... >| waite for him. lam ſorry I hauenot opportuni- 
” |] tietoaddethisrothe other; butI ſee the time 

| | 1Spaſt, therefore here ſhall beancnd, 
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Pract Walking, 
: EPHES,5.15. 


Take heed that you walke therefore cir- 
cumſpetly (or exattly) not as fooles, 
but as wiſe. 


2 N the cighth verſe of this 
” Chapter, the Apoſtle lay- 
eth downe this concluſi- 
on, Tow were once darkneſſe, 
but now you are liyht inthe 
Lord, walke therefore 4: 
children of the light ; this 


hee carries along by ſome Argumencs, and | 


drawes ſome conſeRariesfrom it, among the 


reſt this is one, Take heed therefore that you 


walke exah, wt 44 fooles, but as wiſe, As tthee | 


ſhould ſay; Now: the darknefle is gone, now 
you. are ſet ypon a-hill , now you are inthe 
0 broad 


Coherence. 


AL: Exait walking. 
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| may doe a bungling ation vichout conſider» 
' tion, burif he will doe a thing exaly, he muſt | 
take heed vnto ir, Take heed that you walke ex- | 


$10 6 ad light that all men may fee you, now 
F199 | 0; your ſelues, now ſec that you walke 
' 58 | ly, not as fooles but 43 Wiſe: ſo you hauein | 
| theſe words; 
[08 > | Firſt, a command, or an exhortation laid on | 
LN KH Diuiſion, chem, Walke circumſpectly, or exactly. , 7 4 
Rite 7. - Secondly,that is backed witha reaſon, Wot a | 
2.34; fooles, bus as,wiſe z,35 it he ſhould fay, It is your | 
at | wildome todoe fo, itis folly to dove otherwiſe, | 
& 91 Thicdly,thereis prefixed before it a meanes 
it, ; | 5 how to doe it, Take heed, or Conſider, thar is, it 
P44 is a thing that will not eaſily bee done, it isa | 
"8" 26-4 | thing that wilt coft you fome labour z a man 


—— 


(Hy, not as fooles but 15 wiſe. 
I will open the words in parti®lar, when 1 


CS eo 


| . come to handle'them, 

| / B:foreIcometo the particularpoints which 

| theſe words afford vs, fomething wee may ga- 

| ther from this particle Therefore: Therefore 15 a 

| | relatiue particle ,.it-hath reference to that | 
; | which went before, Tow are children of light, 

| | therefere walke exatily, nat a fooles but a5 wiſe, 

| Therefore ; that is, ſince youare the children of 

| light, {ince-you are (thoſe ypon whom the 

| Name of Godis called, {ince you profeſſe the | 


.— + feare of God, it behoues you to looke to | 
Simile, | your ſclues that: you walke exaith,.In a 'table 
| ypon which-a Riguic is 'drawne, beforc. the 

) picture 
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| picture is drawne, the blemiſhes, and blors, 

and ſcratches vpon it, are not obſerued ; bur 
. whenthe picture is drawne, a little blot is ob- 
' ſerued in it : ſo 1t is with men in this-caſc, a 


| made a childe of light, while hce walkes in 

. Carkneſle, while Gods Image is not drawne 

- ypon him, the ſ{innes that are in him arenot | 

| much obſerued, becauſe there is no great dif- 

| ference betweene his generall carriage, and 

| ſome particular failing; but when the Pecce 

| isdrawne, that is, when Gods Image is ſtam- 

. ped -vpon him, and renued in him, then rhe 
infirmities, and {innes, and failings, that hee 

' falls into, eucry man is ready to obſerue them 


and marke them : and therefore we ſhould in 

| a ſpeciall mgpner looke to it, becauſe our 
| condition is altered, whereas before wee were 
4. darkneſſe, now wecare light; whercas before 
"| weſtood inthe crowd, as it were among the 
reſt of the people, now we are ſet vpon whe 


| if wee ſtand ſtilland doe nothing, it is obſer- 
| ued; and if we doe, and doethat which is vn- 


one. of our ations are obſerued, it behoucs 
vs tolooke the more what we doe, toſce that | 
+-we walke exaQly. This thing I will not preſſe 


becauſe it is common. 
Onely the vſe that, wee ſhould make of it is | 


' this, toſee what, God and men lookefſorfrom | 


ſtage; cuery man markes what wee doe : nay, | 


' O32 Vs; | 


Why fins are 


moſt raken no- 
tice ot in Gods 
children, 


Semile. 


decent, that is obſerued too: now when cuery | 
A Py 
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vs; when wetake vpon vsthe protcfiion of his | 
feare, his glory is engaged in our carriage, |. 
theretore we ſhould walke exactly, not as fooles, | 
| but 4s wiſe, © 
Fje 2. Againe, as any manhath a higher degree of | 
\ » x, faith (tor there be degrees,) asany ſtand in a | 
bb". higher place, they muſt looke to-ir more, as | 
they are in morceſtimation and/glory, fo they 
muſt rake heed of falling ro the ſcandall of 
their holy profefſion: bur I will not ſtand vp- 
on that. Now I come to take the words as 
they lie, 
"HT ES -W8! Conſider therefore,or Take heed that you walke 
necelſary tocx- | Ex4dFly : for the walking exatFly, conſideration 
at walking. is required you ſee 5 now the queſtion will be, 
| what this conſideration is? It is a thing that 
is little taught and not well vnderſtood, and 
therefore I will a lictle open it vneo you, that 
you may know what this a is: it is a thing 
oft defcribed in Scripture 5 7 conſidered my 
' wates, and turned my feet 19thy teſtimonies, Now 
| conſideration (to defcribe it th you) is no- 
——_ | thing elſe, but an a& of rhe practical] vnder- | 
ſtanding, whereby ir refle&s and ſtayes ypon 
us owne intentions, and comparing them 


. vl. "9 , $'9 


=> rhe. | withthe rule, ir procceds to lay a:command f- 
| ypor the will and affetions, ro put them in | 
| : execution. I ſay, it is ana& of the practical 


'Theninde dwels} Vaderſtanding, whereby irftayes and refleRs | 
| 0a che ation, | vpon its owne intentions, &c, for: there arc 
| many a&ions that'paſſe from the minde. of'a 
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| man, that he dwels not vypon, but they paſle 
| preſently away, theſe are not reflet acts, they 
| are not acts of conſideration, hee dwels not 
 vpen them ; but when a man dwels vpon a pwr 

thing, hee will not let itpreſently paſſe from 
| his hands. Firſt, they are i the intention, and 

then hee lJookes backe by confideration, when 

a man will ſee what is in his minde, hee will 
| looke round abour as it were, and returne 
 voon his hearr, as it is called in the Chroni- | 
cles, Ft you returne to your hearts; 1 ſay this is | 
| neceſſary, this is one part of confideration, | 
| bur this Is notal}, a man way dwell vpon his | 
ations for anotherend, 

Therefore when this is done, in the ſecond 
place this is ro be added, that a man fodwell 
ypon his aQions, as thar hee compares them | 2 

' with the rule : he ſets them borh together, and | poten 
| therefore in Pros. 4.26, that which is called | 
' confideration in anotherplace, is therecalled | ,,,,..s. 
Pondering; Ponder the waies of thy feet :the meas\ | | 
ning is, conſider the waies of thy feet, Now, | Pondering, whar. | 
you know what Pondering is, when you have ,| 
f 


athing to weigh, there muſt be ſomerhing ro 
weigh it by, which therefore isthe rule theres | 


of; and as in meaſuring, there is the thing 


that your meaſure by : this is the ſecondrhing | 
| tobee done in conſideration, to compare it 
| with the rule, | 

But yer this is nor all: for there may beea 
comparing of afions and intentions,” with | 
| O 3 the } =! 
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che rule by which, it is ſquared, when yet it is | 
| not conſideration ; a Scholler may. take a ; 
| thing tato-conſideration, whetherit bee true 
or falſe, whether it be a practike or a ſpecula-. 
tive thing, he may compareit with the rule; 
but his cnd is nor to. practife.ae, but one]y to 
kaow the truth of it, and ſo he lets itlic. And 
nor onely Schollers, but ic is- ſo with all | 
men tor the molt part, they heare vs dcliuer | 
| che truth of G=d, their end is to ſee (as it 
were) to vnderſtand it, to know the truth of it, 
| they doe no more bur ſee if the thing be true, | 
| and giue their aſſent to it: but in, conſidera- | 
tion there is ſomewhat more, | 
Therefore] adde, thatitlayetha command 
ypon. the will topur it in execution, or elſe it 


CO wad 
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To reſolue ypon - | 
the praRice of it. | js not properly. conſideration z but when a 


| 

| man conſiders of a thing, ſo as that hercſolues 
rodoc it, that he Jayes an imperatiue iniur- 
ion vpon the inferiour faculties, to purthat 
"Y =>{ in practice andexccution that he, reſolues on ; 
ſo now you ſee more diſtinaly-and cleerely 
| what the Apoſtle would haue vs doe, this 
is the ation hee would haue vs doe, to Cov- 
\ ſider; that is, to ſtay ypon our actions, to | 


| compare them with the rule, and nor to let | 
| them lie there, but topurthem in praticeand 
«1 4 execution; this is the thing we are here exhor- |]. 
red vnto, to Confider,or Take heed what we doe. | 
nd it is that which we haue little reaſon tobe | | 
kward to (though in truth wee arc ler | 
| —__ war 
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| ward to nothing more, whictvis the cauſe of 
.| manyerrours of our lite) it we conſider: | 
Furſt, that this conſideration is-the exce!- | 


| Ti - þ ... | Motiuest . 
. lencyof alla mans actions, it isthat which is | 0... 


proper to man, as hee is.a man, there is no I 

beaſt capable of it : Ir is a peculiar .excol> | It is an cxcellen- 

lencic to man, tobeabletoreturneand to rep | 7.P"9P*3* | 

fle&-vpon his ations, Beaſts looke forward |, * | 
alcogether-vpon the preſent plcaſure which is |, | 

| propounded, but to conſider an ation, whes | | 

ther it bee to bedone, ornot to be done, it is | | 

an excellency peculiar to may. Therefore as | Simile, 

the Mathematicians ſay of Figures , the 

ſirait Figure, or the ſtcair Line is the wea- | 

keſt, but the Circle is the ſtrongeſt of all | 

other, and the beſt, becauſe one part returnes | 

toanother, and.holds vp another; ſo theſe | 

dire ations of ours, theſe tranſient acti- | 

ons that paſſe ſuddenly vpon a thing, they are | 

the weakeſt, in them wee are:moſt ſubic to | 

erre, but theſe -aftions-wherein-wee returne | 

 againe 'vpon- our ſelues, as 2 circletorround | 

figure, are more perfect andexat: I fayiris |* 

the exceilency of an action, and this ſhould ' 

make. vs ready to doe ir, bur that is- not all, |. | 

tiere is not only a generall exccllency. - | 
But it is the beſt for our ſclues, it perftets | 2 | 

 saboue all other; take all other aQionsthar | [Fr*ihdsthe | | 

 goedirectly forward, they perſct ſomewhat | 

that is out of a man, but they perfe& nor the | 

:exrtof a man, If itbcintcaching orhers, in | 
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iris the perfection of. the Scholler, other aQi- 
ons of wealth, of honour, of learning, or 
any thing of this nature, they perfe@ the 
| thing vpon which they are picched, bur now | 
this ation, by which che heart returnes vpon 
it ſelfe, rhis refle& aQion is that which per. ' 
_—-+ fects a mans ſoule, ic makes him a berter man, | 
| it builds himvpin grace andin truth z when 
a man lookes in, and returnes vpon himſelfe, 
: he makes vp the breaches of his heart, if there | 
be any thing amiſſethereghe reQities it : there. 
fore it is an aRion that we ſhould eaſily aſſent 
vnto, and agree tothe exhortation of the A- 
pe. poſtle. Therefore to conclude this point, lct 
 -.. I be exhorred, to conſider what we doc, the |. 
becauſe ofer.. | failing in this is the cauſe of ſo many crrours 
rors inourliues. | if our lives, the cauſe of ſo many ill ſpent 
houres, of ſo many vaine ſpeeches, of ſo ma- 
ny grofle ſinnes commirted, all for want of 
Y —_ confideration, If the ſwearer would well con- 
ſider what that is, when the Lord faith, 1 wil 
not bold him puiltleſſe that taketh my Name is 
wine, hee would notbe foready ro ſwear as | 
hee is. If the adulterer would conſider what | 
God faith, Heb, 13. Whoremongers and 4dul- 
terers God will iadge, hee would not fo calily | 
-_ ap continue in that ſinne : ſo you. may runne | 
©| chorow other particulars, therefore this con- | 
ſideration is neceflary in things that belong |. 
. >—»4 to faluarion, Ir is not fo in other things, i" || 


other things the notion paſſcth ſoone my I: 
the 
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| theminde to the reſt of the faculties, as ſuone 
as the light, it is no ſooner kindicd but pre- 
 ſcatly ir is executed; butin matters that be- |, 
long to godlineſle, there may bee a ſparke, | 
and it will goc our againe in the hearr, as | Simile, 

greene wood putteth out the fice ; in that |, 
caſe there mult bee paines taken, becauſe of 
| the ſtubbornneſſe in the faculties of the minde | [ 
co obey the light, which is dictated to the | | 
conſcience : Therefore wee muſt doe in this || S/mile. 
caſe, as we doe with ftubborne feruants, they | 
muſt be bidden doca thing agatine, they muſt | 
be forced vnto ir. Ifche vader-facultics were | 
as ready to obey the minde in ſpirituall things |' 
as in other things, it were another caſe, In 
other things|(for the moſt part) we ſhall finde | 
that the minde hath no ſuener refolued on 
a thingy, bar the faculties preſently are ready 

to praQiſe and ro execute Its Fi i bea matter The vnder-facu). 
of pleaſure, a macrer of commodity, a mat- | © fubborne ro 
ter of buſineſſe, if a man rcſolye! once ro doe : "0 
| it, hee findes no reſiſtance; burrf it be a mat- | 
' ter tending to 4 boly life, hee @ reſolued and | 
| folly intended to doe it, yet when hee comes 
> to the point, how many impediments doth | 
| he finde in the vnder-facultics? they are like 1 
| ſtubborne ſeruams that haue need of preſſing | 
; ypon, and muſt haue ſuch imperatiue iniun- 
8 | | Qtons ypon them as I ſpeake of, Therefore Simil 
i" \F this confideration is neceflary for vs, we fee, | NES 
m Y if wee beenegligent in jr, ir is, impoſſible wee 
he l P ſhould | 
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A, AAR ould lead a holy life, becauſe we goe vp the | 
fe hill in that, there muſt bee paines- taken in | 
that; there is no good action bur it will cot 
this conſideration, and the rather we ſhould. 
HS \, | docit, becauſe (as Ifay) itis thatwhich per- 
$o 60g,09 | ſets vs molt of any > 4 wee (tudy ns 
things, we ſtudy bookes, wee (ſtudy men, wee 
ſtudy our ſclucs, rat is done by this att of 
>> confidcration, -and of all ſtudies that is the 
p | beſt, when a man ſtudies his owne heart, when .. 
Simule, | heedwels at home : It was the precept of-the 
wiſe Moraliſt,to exhore mentodwellathome, 
tolooke inward ;.for anian to bee as @ good. 
houſe-wiſe in her owne houſe, to dreſſe the 
->> roome of his heart, euery morning to ſweepe 
it, and toput things in-order whichthe for- 
mer day hathput outof order, thathe maybe | 
| , , 1. 2 firto entertaine the wr nee hercfore | 
| we ought to keep our {cJues right and iraight, 
| rokeepe our ſclucs cleane.and:pyre. in ſoul: - 
and body by this:contiouall a& of conſidera: | 
_ + tion, tharwemaybetit Temples for the, Holz + 
| Ghoſt to dwell-inand ito continue in:thereforc | 
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| we ſhould doethis; 1 + | + 
Generallconfi- Firſt in geherall, take this generall canſidc- 


dc: ations, 


| 
| 
| 
ttt 
ration; let a man thinke' what his condirion | 

. * , | 
| is, what hecomes into the world for; ler him | 
| fit downe and thinke with himſelfc that hec 


WI Wo batha foule thatis immortal, that mult liue 
VN tn another placefor euer, that his life 15 vncer- 
7:20 taine, he knowes not when. this ſoule of his 


OE 00” ACNERSENIROL (h 11 


et... mm I_— 


—— —mAQ—- 
— — DO — — 


ee Y 
mm "no oY 


; - ga 20-104 


Exaft walking. | | 10} 


——_— 


BB ſhall bepuconr of poſſ:fiion z nowif-a man 
would take theſe things into conſideration, if | _ 
hee would fit downe and conſider his latter |< 
end, conſider the, infallibilitie of the threa- | ©- 
nings ,-conſider the: vncertaintie of this lite,” 
conſider the terrour of Gods wrath, becauſe 
theſe things arenot taken into conſideration; | 
therefore it is that men gocon in courſes of | 
finne, this is that which the people failed in, | 
' Dent. 29.4faith MAvpſes there, you haue feene | Devt-29.4, | 
what the Lord did to Pharaoh and all his fer- | | 
vants, you hauec feene the remprations and | 
the great workes which he wrought, but you : 
haue not hearts to percelue ,: you haue not ' 
eyes to ſee vnto this day, you haue ſeene, bur | 
you haue not hearts to pecceiue; thatis, you |, 
hauenot hearts ro conſider it as it is, as if hee 
haulday, this will profit nothing; this which 
was one of the ſtrongeſt arguments that was, | 
(as how coulda people haue morearguments * 
tofeare God than they had, to ſee ſuch won-. | | 
ders as they did, but this) profited them no- || | 
 thing,-becauſe they, had nor hearts ro confi- |" | 
dr ; ſo our Saviour, Marke 6, 52. They con- | 045" 
| ſidered not the miracle of the Loanes, for their | 
 bearts were hardzed : After that miracle was | | 
 vrought, when Chrift walked vpon the Sea, | 
and they thought hee had beene a ſpirit, they | | | 
vere afraid, the reaſon is giuen, becauſe they | | | 
conſidered not the miracle of che Loaues as ; \ | 
Iſhee ſhould ſay, there was enough in thatto | | 
® 2 haue .| | 
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| haue ſtrengthened their faith, that they ſhould | 
not hauc bcene fo fearefully bur ſaith Chriſt, 
| the reaſon you did not profit by that was, be. 
EE | | cauſe you d1d not conſider, your hearts were | 
z7im.3. 6 + hardened : and therefore'2 Tim, 2, 6, It is 
' | pauls exhortation, Conſider what 1 ſay ;. conf: | 
der what inother places I haue named to you, | 
that is, though theſe bee reaſons ſtrong. 
| enough, yet conſider, Timethy, or elle it will | 
| neucr worke vpon thee, therefore conſider 
what I ſay, and becauſe we are not able to | 
>4 Joe it of our ſclucs, hee prayes to God to 
| reach him to confider, and the Lord pine thee | 
wnder/tandimg in. all things : and indeed that 
| wee may doe fo, lervs befcech God too 
| >> our eyes to enable vs to conſider ; till hee 
ſer vs a worke, wee cannot doeit to purpoſe, fo | 
thar I fay, wee ſhould learne to doe this in ge- 
nerall, and not onely fo, bur to make a daily 
one >+ practice of it, cuery day conſider our waics, 
to ſer ſome time apart for thar purpoſe ; when 
> we cometo God in prayer, confider the buſi. 
| neſſe wee haue to doe, conſider what hath 
| beene out of order the day before, to reflc& | 
vpon our hearts, and to ſet things ſtraitbe- 
fore God, and after this to hauc an eye ypon 
our actions all the diy; that our tongues, our 
hands, our fecr, or any part bee not ready to 
| act any thing before wee haue conſidered and 
pondered it, before wee haue good warrant 


for ir, | 
| | You 
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Exatt walking. 2. | 
| You will ſay this is impoſſible, muſta man | 2uefh, 
| ſtand conſidering euery ation that he doth ? 4 | 
[ ſay, it is nor necdfy'] that every ation | Anſw, | 
ſhould be conſidered ; as in a journey, you term 
| know it is nor needfull for aman to thinke of —_ | 
| every ſtep, but rhe firſt intention of the jour- | inouc way. 
| ney will carty him a great way ; ſo ſet the | JSomule, 
heart aright, and rhat intention will carry a | 
man thorow many actions, though hee ſtar;d | 
not to conſider euery particular; but becauſe 
> our hearts are forcadyro:gocour of the way, =” | 
like young horſes that arenor accuſtomed to | Smile. | 
| the high way, they are ready ro rurne aſide | 
| euer and anon,. except the hand be vpon the* | | 
| bridle continually; ſo this conſideration muſt | | 
| bee cuer and anon. repeated in the heart ro | | 
\, keepeir trair, it is aptelſe to rurne afide, This | Too much cond-. 
| wee mult learne ta doe in things that belong m————y4 
ro godlinefſe, in other things wee are apr o 
| enough to doe it; the young mart is apt to | 
conſider how he ſhall ſarisfie his fleſh, and the | 
defires of it, how he ſhall qþraine his plea- | 
ſures z.the ancienter men, $, conſider how } 
> they may increaſe their wealth, how they may | 
| | keepe correſpondency, as itis ſaid of the good 
 houſe-Wife, She confidereth a field and gets it, | Prow1:. 
| Prow, 3, there is two much of this conſide. | 
Y ration, men conſider ſuch outward aduanta- <- 
| pes: thething that we require now, is to con. |<, | 
| Ger how- wee may walke circamppetFly- and: | © 
| holily before God in all things, chis is the | \, © 
ha | 
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Exatl walking. 
PE thing that we ought to conſider, &to negle& 
this and to intend other things, 1s-no better 


) oat chan madneſle, if aman doe but conſider ſe- | 


| 
O 
O\ 


riouſly what heis, what his condition is, and 
what he 1s fit for, he will-reckon it madneſſe 
ro intend other things as hee doth ;z we reckon 
Madnefſewhar, | MED mad, when they falla gathering ſtrawes, 
and ſticke their clothes with flowers, when 
| they -ſcrable vpon the walls, becauſe wee | 
thinke theſe ations vamecer for a man zj$0 
come toa-Chriſtian, when hee is occupied in + F 
trifles, in pleaſures and honours, (for they are | 
a9 better) when men doe this with all their 
cndcuour , tkis is as vameet for a Chriſtian, 
| _» this is as much below a Chriſtian, as thoſe 
F other actions that I named, are below a man; 
and it is as truly ſpiritvall madneſſe, as the 
| orher is naturall frenzie;confider of this there- 
| iy, ve" = fore, and come to your ſclues, Iam not too | 
harſh in calling it madacſle, the Scripture cals 
FI7STp it ſo, in Zake 15. the Prodigall is ſaid rocome 
| to himſelfe ;; for other things hee was come to | 
himfelfe beforeburt ſor matter of grace and 
W o+ ſaluation, therein hee was not come to him- |. 
; 


OO nn OI 


{clfe; ſo that a man way truly ſay, thar the 
| world is full of mad men in thisſenſe, becauſe 
they come as much ſhort of that which be- 
-,- » > longs.toa Chriſtian, of that which belongs to 
a man, as he ſtands in relation to God, as hee 
ftands' in zeference to.crernity, as the other | 
aQionsare to.other men, an lyou ſhall pay | 
me & 
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| they areoccupied inthe ſame manner, looke 
| ypon the impl>yments of men, if wee could 
| ſee what they arc buſie about, what: their ate 
| thoughts and liues are taken vp with, in the 
| morning if wee could feerhem, as God ſeeth 
+.them and beholds them, wee ſhould ſce they 
| doeas mad men, as a man that-makes a gaz- 
| land to himfelfe, compoſed of ſuch vanity as 
| he is-moſt fancied with, Conſider therefore F- - | 
' what you doe, Palke exadtly, not as fooles, bat 
_4.44 wiſe, So much for-thar, The maine point 
is that we now come to, 
| J? Walke exactly. 
|  Confider therefore thar you walke exactly, 
| whence wewill-deliuerthis Doctrine (to take 
 thewords as they lic.) that- 
Ie is requiredof aChriflim tht bee walke with Dot, 
God exactly in all thin: s. py 


Before Icome to proſecute this poing, I will |'* is 2 Chriſtians 
duty to walke 


| 
| ſhew what: this: wa/king 45, and what 41 is-to |.c,41, 
| 


walkeexadtly.:  o) : nodes] 
Inaword, by walking nothing cHeis meant: 
bue therract and tourfe of amans life, ſo-that 
| totvalke holilyis nothingelſe; but iriall, the «"wimgg; exactly 
| paflages and Turoings:ovt-a mans.conucrfati- ; 
onto keepe himfelie cloſe to therule; ſorhat 21} 
into what circumſtance ſotuerheis caſt,ſtillas |. pg, 7, 
a Dyeto-falfright, whether he bealong orin [| 
company, -whecher hee bee ia ſporroriu +51 my 
nec, | 


| 8" | Exafl walking. 
en FLY RrY o 5s.oramong | 


nefſc,wherher he beamong enemies,oramong | 
| friends,all is one, his conucrſation is ſtill of the |: 
| {ame colour,he keepes one tenure what condi- | 
| tion ſocuer he is in, in croſſes and _— he 

is caught to wait, in proſperity he knowes how 
to abound, to behaue himſelfe as a Chriſtian 
| i1 any particular ation, whether it bee gaine | 

or lofſe to him, whether hee bee in a pleaſant | 
eſtate, or whomſocuer he hath reference to, ' 
whether it bee for his aduantage or diſaduan- 
rage, all is one, he dothnot ſhifr, hee dothnor 
dawbe it out by ſeeking inventions, that af- 
| terwards will fall off as vntempered morter, 
| his conſcience purs it to him, and tells him | 
| 


__ 4 


this is not to be done, and he is willing to let 
his conſcicnce ſpeake, he is ready to obey it; | 
when a inan thus behaues himſfelfe in the 
conſtant courſe of his life, this 4s to walke 
exdttly, 
| But thenagainethere is ſomewhat in this 
| word exe, the Grecke wordazescomes of 
two words, that f1gnific to goe to the extre- 
| { miry of athing; ſo to walke exaitly isnothing 
| elſe, bur ſoro keepe the commandements of 
God, that a man goes tothe vemoſtof them, 
| toall the rules that he preſcribes, nor onely to 
| content himſclfe to doe the maine duties of 
Preciſcnefle | them, but you muſt looke to cuery particle of 
| commended by them, to bee willing ro goe to the vemoſt of 
1c Apotile,con-| every command z ſo theſcope of the Apoſtle 


world. _ is, to commend 'vnrs vs here the thing that 


is < 
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| Exatt walking. | 
is ſo difgraced inthe world, the which is a | | 
matter of much obloquie, that ſame exac- 
neſſe or preciſeneſlc, for lo the word may as | 
well be tranſlated, and there is ao word that | 
fits the Grecke better than this. Conſider | 
that you walke preciſely, or exaQly, or ſtriQly 
in all chings I ſay that is the Apoſtles ſcope, 
ro: commend this to vs, that men diſcom- 
mend ſo much, though indeed itbe the onely |) 
excellency of a-Chriſtian z for is not that the 
beſt glaſſe that ſhewes the ſmalleſt ſpors ? and 
is not that the brighteſt light that ſhewes the | 
leaſt moats? and doe you not reckon that the | 
fineſt fleſh that is ſenſible of the leaſt pricking? 
ſo the conſcience that is ſenſible of the leaſt 
ſin or failing, is the perteGion of Chriſtianity | 
| which wee are to ftriue to atraine, it is that 
whichwe ate coreckon the greateſt excellency | 
of all others, ſo far it ſhould be from diſgrace 
withvs. To Walkeexaly is required of every j— 
one, and this exa@neſlc is to goe to the vt- || 
moſt z but a little more particularly to de- 
ſcribe ir, ro walke exs#1y requires theſe three | Three thingsia | 
conditions : exaQtneſſe, 
Firſt, looke rothe wholernlc,he that lookes | | 
but to a part ſhall neucr doe a buſinefſe ex- | whole rule. 
aQly, but imperfedly and bunglingly ; char 


Simile. 
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| 
is, you muſt haue reſpe& toall the comman- 
dements, toall the precepts that runne rho» | 2 | 
row the booke of . | Goe tothe yt- 


mult goe to rho rewoft of | pretender ge 


Secondly, hee 


| Q euery 


- 
ny tee een natng,, 
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| 
cucry one, we ſce our Sauiour in Mat; 5, hee | 
; ſets 1t downe, it is not enough for a man not | 
' to murder, tut he muſt wot bee angry with bis | 
brother unaduiſedly, there is the extremity of | 
che command, he muſtnot onely take care of | 
the maine, bur ro keepe the leaſt ;-ſo he ſaith, 
| thata man ſhould not-onely not ſweare great 
 oathes, or not ferſiycare lumſclie, bat let your | 
neabe yea, and your nay nay, ſaith our Sauiourin | 
the ſame Chaprer, And ſoforthat command, | 
Thos ſhalt not commit Admltery, (I giue you the | 
inſtances in that Chapter,becauſe Chriſt giues | 
chem vpon the ſame occaſion; ſaich he,he thar | 
| breaks the leaſt commandement, hethat doth | 
not kcepe cucry iot of the command, he ſhall 
.notcome to Heauen,) As for that command 
of Adultery, though thou keepe the maine, 
if chouluſt in thy heart, thatis, if a man ad- 
mit laſciuious thoughts , adultcrous luſtfull 
choughts, though hee.kceepe the maine Com. | 
| mandement;.the maine duty which is there 
| commanded, yet he walks wotexaily; there is 
} { aneccflity laid vpon him, Hee that keepes mot 
| | enery iot of the command, ſhall not enter into Hea- 
| #ex ; ſo that you muſt hauc reſpe& to the 
whole rule, and: to cuery particular com- | 
| mand, | 
3 | And laftly, you muſt doe it'ar-all times, 
Doiraaltives,) P/al, 106, wer. lt, Bleſſed i bee that \doth in- 
| [tice, and lowes righteonſueſſeat all times ;- orher- | 
| | wiſe a mancannotbecxact, he that doth ns | 
| rs 
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| perance patience, (e.that is, as if he ſhould ſay, 


DS —_— 


| andisourt againe another, this man 1s ſaid not ' 


| rowalke exaltly, he walkes with God by firs, 


| as he that lookes to halfe the rule, he walks bur 
| by halues; if eitherof theſe be, that he walks 
| butby halues or by fits, heis not exa@t: thus 
' much ſhall be aid for the explication, Now 
this exaQneſle is required in i os reſpeQs : 
| Firſt, in reſpe& of a mans perſon, that hee 
| bee clothed with all the graces of the ſpirit, 
 thattherebe none wanting, there muſt bee a | 
| generality in that, and chereforcin 2 Pee, 1, 
| weſcethe graces are put together, Gize «ll di- 
ligence that you ioyne with werine faith, with faith 
knowledee, with knowledge ance, with tem- 


a Chriſtian muſt not bee adorned, with ſome 
graces of the ſpirit onely, but hee muſt haue | 
euery one, he muſt be exaQ, hee muſt have the 
whole clothing, the whole Image of God, for | 
the Image of is nothing elſe butthe hap- 
py cluſter of theſe graces: now put the caſe 
that any of theſe be wanting, then you ſhall 
ſee what a defeR it will cauſe; if a man haue 
faith, if heewantvertne, thatis, if his faith 
ſhew not it ſelfe in workes, if it be nota wor- 
king vertuall faith, what will his faich profic 
him, If he be zealous and ready ro the worke, 


| __Exall walking. | Hm 


| firs and Aaſhes, thar walkes exactly one day, | 


ExaAneſſe re» 
quiedinchrice 
['N 


4 
In regard of the 
perſon. | 


2Pet.r, 


Image of God | 
what. | 


if there be vertue in him, it he want knowledge 
to guide, and dire him, and turne him, hee 


| muſt needs erre i. ; and therefore 
: yy 
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hc mult ioyne to vertue knowledge, if he hauc 
| knowledge that he know what to doe, if there 
doe not come inthe practice of other graces, 
if he be intemperate, it will Jicasa blot vpon 
him, there wil be ſome inconcinnity in his ccr- | 
riage, it he haue other vertucs and want cnc; 
ſuppoſe if he be temperate, yet it he be an im- 
patient man, this becomes not one of thoſe 
vpon whom Gods Name is called; it beeomes 
a Chriſtian to haue his.perſon. adorned with 
| eucry grace, becauſe God requires ſo much 
Cant. 4.7. beautyin him, in Can#.4.7. ſaith Chriſt to his | 
| Church, Thos art «ll faire my laue, there is no 
| inthee, that is, thouart adorned with all the 
| graces of the ſpirit, there is not one wanting, 
| for there is ſuch a generality required, ſuch is 
the beauty of a man in Chriſt, the whole frame | 
of grace is in him: therefore Chrift js ſaid to | 
| worke grace for grace, the meaning is, for euery | 
| | grace in himſelfc, he hath ſtamped another in 
i Simile, vs; as the ſeale giues print for print, inthe wax 
| charter for charaRer, and as the father to 
| the ſonne limbe for limbe;'awd member for | 
| member ;z ſo Chriſt to/his Saints, hee workes 
| -grace for grace, that is as hee himſclfe hath | 
| che whole {rame of grace in his owne heart, as | 
the Image of God is perfe in him : ſoall that 
he changeth, all that axe borne of him, not of 
| the will of the flc(h bur of the will of God, | 
they haue the ſame that he hathznot in degree, 
no childe hath his members in the ſame de- 
gree 
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gree as the father hath, hee hath them as a 


child, rhe other hath them as a perfe&t man; 
ſo euery Chriſtian hath them in the degree of 
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| 


| gard of his aQions, all the ations that the 


a childe, and yet he muſtbe cxaGt in all in re- 
ſpe& of his perſon. 
Secondly, this exaneſfle js required in re- 


holy man hath to doe are to be exa, there- 
fore it isa rule of the Schoolemen, an aQion 
cannot be goodexceprt all be good in ir, ex- 
ceptall the circumſtances begood, if there be | 


| 


2 


In rega:d of the 
ations. 


Circumſtances 


muſt be 2ood in 


one wanting the action is ewill; this is requi. (a goodaGtions 
red of neceſſity to walke exaZFly, that is, take | | 
any ation we doe, if either rhe principle of it 
be nor good, thatir comes from carnall feare, 
or from carnall loue and deſire, orclſe the end { 
is not good, or the circumſtances are not 
good; to pray, and not topray feruently; to | 
ſhew mercy, andnot with chcerefulnefle; ro 
keepe the Sabbath, and not with delight; and | 
ſo you may runne thorow what particulars 
you will, the wanting of any of theſe circum- | 
| {ances makes ir an cuill ation ; and therefore 
inregardof his ations he muſt be exa@., 
Thirdly. in regard of others it isneceſffary 
that he walke exatFl, as in James 1. This # pure | 
religion and wndefiled to keepe « mans ſelfe 
| vnſporied of the world; now if a man will bee 
vnſported of the world, hee muſt bee exa@ in | 
| all things, if hee faile but a little the world 
 wiltblothimand blaze his game allouer, that | 


2. 5 __ no | 
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=_ ? Exait walking. | 
no place ſhall be empty of it, if there bec any 
(pot in him, Ir is true, the applauſe of the | 
world is not to bee greedily looked for, bur yet 
in this caſe cnery Chriſtianſhould be like 46+ 
{alom, there ſhould be no blemith in him from 
cop to tac, hee ſhould labour to bee ſo blaine. 
leſſe in all his conuerſation, to doe as 
and Elizabeth, ro walke in all the Commande. 
ments without reproofe, fo that a Chriſtian 
inregard of his perſon, in regard of his aCti- 
ons, in regard of others, hee muſt walke_- 
| | exatth. 
Leſt, Burnow in this point that I haue deliuered 
there is ſomewhat more.thanthis, it is requi- 
red [ ſay of eucry Chriſtian, that hee walke 
exattly before God in all things, here comes 
in a queſtion or obiceCion, when.ſay itis re- 
| | quired of them, the queſtion is aow whother 
it be of neceſſity or no, thatit beſo laid vpon 
ſ cucry Chriſtian, that they cannot keepe in 
good termes-with God, that they can hauc 
noaſſurance of their owne good eſtate except 
they doc it 2 whether it be laid ypon them of 
| ſuch neceſſity orno, to keepe ſuch exaQneſle 
| in their converſation? 
| Anſw Tothis1I anſwer : this precept, as well as 
Howthiz pre. | 2ny in the. Booke of God, is to be kept Euan- 
ceprofexat- | pelically, though we cannot keepcirt Legally; 
= tob*& | thatis, we muſtendeuour cothe vtmoſtof our 
power to doe it, toſtriue with all our might, 
| wee mult intend, anddefire, and poipneo 
+ 


| 
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| doe it, and we muſt have endeuours apſwera- 
| ble eo our purpoſes; this neceſſity lies vpon 


; cuery man to walke exattly, that is, to allow 
himſclte in nothing that is a knowne finne, 


| there may be __ failings our of paſſion, a 
' man may bee tranſported out of incogitancy, 
| out of inaduertancy,- becauſe many things 
| paſſe from him that he is notable to conſider 
| of ; but let it come tothis caſe, to be a knowne 
ſiane, if he allow himſelte in it, this is a breach 
| of the Euangelicall keeping of this Comman- 
d:ment, which requires that a man walke ex- 
| ah, and this lics ypon cuery one of neceſſity, 
that hee doe not admit of any knowne'finne 
in his conuerſation, but'in that reſpe to 
walke exaiFly, and thatwill bo manifeſted by 
theſe reaſons: 
| Firſt; if there be butonething in your con- 
uerfation (oitch where you will) bee it greater 
or ſmaller, it it come to be a knowne f1nne, if 
| it bereucaled, that you know ſucha thing is a 
duty, or ſuch athing is a finnez nowif a man 
wy not exiQly in that; hee makes a breach 
| berweene God and' him : as/it is with two 


them, if neither of them: yee 
eter breach and-ſeparation berweenethem ; 
ſo let it be a matter of leffe moment, take the 
leaſt fine, ot the negkeRof the leaſt duty, yer 
when T'know-this thing God requires.as my 


friends, if there come but a- ſmall marter. 
| wherein they differ, that falling betweene | 
1d; it-makes an | 


hands, ! 


ll. 


| 


| Reaſons why 
Chriſtians (hould 
walke exactly. 
Reaſon 1. 
Elſe there will be 


a breach berwixt 
Godand ys. 


| 
| Shmile, 
| 
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Exatt walking. 
hands, it is a thing that God will hauc done 
when a man now lies in the contrary and will 
| not doe it, certainely God will not yeeld, and 
if hee doe not, it makes a breach betweene 
them, it makes a ſeparation betweene God 
and him: As it is witha Princes, if hce com. 


Smile, | mang a man to doe any thing, when he pro- 
| claimes it, when there is authority put vpon 


ir, when itis made knowne to him in patticu- 
lar, the ctanding out makes hirs a rebcll; ſo 
itis in this, the ſtanding out with God in any 
part of our .conuerſation, if we be not exa@ in 
| all, ir puts vs intoa ſtate of ſeparation from 
fy alke thus cxaG 
Secondly, except a man walke thus exaQ 
ow =, with God 2 Al things, it is euident that _ 
| Gerd, isfor him- hee doth, hee doth it for himſelfe and not for 
ot ww we for | the Lord, and ifhe doe fo it is not accepred of 
1 God; [ ſay what he doth, it is for himſclfe and 
not for the Lord, for if be performe that obc. 
dicnce which he doth for the Lord, and tor 
his Commandement to pleaſe him,what is the. 
| reaſon that he goes not to the vemoſt? why | 
| doth he ſcr limits to himſelfe, for God requires 
| that wee ſhould deebs will on earth, a4 it x done 
in Heanen f his commandement. is, that wee 
| ſhould goe to the vemoſt of every command; 
now when wee limit our ſclucs in holineſle, 
when we cometoſuch thoughts as theſe, well; 
I will haueas much as will bring me to Hea- | 
| uen, I will labour for ſo much exaQuellc of 
conuer- 
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' conuerſation, as will keepe mein the ſtare of 
' grace, as much as willprelerueme from hell, 
| I ay, the-ground: of. all ſuch conucrſation is 
nothing our of-a mans (clic; ir is bur regard | 
to aimſelte, hee'doth but oncly looke ar his 
 owneſaluationand no more, which is a thin 
| Iconfeſſe tharmay be lookedat, butto looke 
at nothing elſe, | is ſelfe-loue: 3 when a man | 
| lookes atnothing but his owne ſaluation, and 
' how he may eſcape hell, chat mancannot bee 
right; now when a man ſets himſelfe limits, 


| 
and circumſcribes himſc!ſe, and faith with | 
| himſelfe I will goe thus farre and no further, 
' when hce doth not endeuour rocome to the ' 


heartis not vprighr, therefore there is a ne- | | 
ccfhiry laid ypon euery man, thathe walke ex- | | 
| atthy _ God inall things. | 7 
| Thirdly, take any particular in a mans con- | 
| uerſation Chords Ar himſclfe, if he —_— | 
be ouercome of thar, he is not in Chriſt, who. | manis norin 
| ſocuer is in Chriſt ouercommeth the world | i, 


| vemoſ}, to the higheſt peg, it'is a: ſigne his 
| 


and the fleſh, ſatth the Apoſtle, Gal.5. Who- | G1, 
ſoener is in Chriſt , cracifiech the fleſb and the | 
affections ;, and oucrcomes the Deuill, as wee | | 


know the ſtronger man caſts out the-ſtron 
man; now when any one particular of theſe | | 
luſts of the fleſh, or the temptations of the | 
world, orthe dewill, ſhall come and ſeetypon a 
man, if be-yeeld.to this heis ouercomeof it, | 
whereas none of thoſe that arein Chriſt are 

* "i ouercome; | 
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what. | 


| 
| Smile, 
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Reaſon 4. 
Elſe no meanes 
can bc profitable. | 


z 


Simile. 
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ſervants you are, whons you obey 


Exal walking. 
oucrcome of the world, or of the fleſh, or of 
the deuill; rhar is, if chere be any particular 
finne (for they are but fouldiers that fight vn- 
der thafe Geaera)s and Captaines) if a man 
once yeeid to it, if a man pjue over ſtriuing 
againſt it, a man is ſaid properly to bee ouer- 
come ; whereas.if a man continue warring 
with finne, it is another cafe, but when hee 
giues oger refiſting, as the Apoſtle ſaith, His 
if a man come | 
to obey any finne,, wharſocuer he is in the 
whole courſe of his conuerfation, it interrupts 
this exacneſſe z when hee yeeids, hee is ouer» 
come; As we ſay water and fire,as long as they 
conrend one with another, neither is ouer- 


come; but when they yceld oneto another, 


when the fire is turned all to bee warer, then ir 
is ouercome; ſo in this caſe when there is a 
conrteſtation betweene vs and finne, if wee 
yceld to it, theu finne overcomes vs, and hee 
that is cuzrcome of finne cannot be in Chriſt, 
Fourrhly, if there be any particular ſinne in 
a mans conuerfation wherein hee doth allow 
himſelfe, it hinders the vic of all meancs and 
the profit of them, thatneither a man is able 
ro pray, or abke to heare, or able to doe any 
duty ashe ought: So that asa medicines ap- 
plied in vaine ſoleng as the Arrow head is in 
the wound, that muſt be remouedfirſt before 
itcan worke anycure; ſo let there be bur one | 
finne, one failing in this A 
ation, 
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| | Exatt walkin J:& | 119 
ſation, and all the meancs of grace ace in | 
| vaine ; therefore there is a neceſſity lies vpon | 
cuery man, it hee will be a Chriſtian, ifhe will | 
reckon himſclfe of the number of thoſe thar | 
are che childrenof light, thathe walteexet#ly. \ 
Bucnor co ſtand to preſſe this further, ro make | 
ſome briefe vſe of it, for I deſire to come to | | 
the other part, Not as fooles, but as wiſe, 
The vic we are to make of this, 15 to ſet our pe. 
ſclues about the wotke, to doe the thing, to a eames 
labour to watkeexadtly, and here itis good to | 
bring our ſelucs co particulars, Come to the 
keeping of the Sabbath, I would bur aske this | tn keeping the 
pony Whether the day benotholy ? whe» | Sabtah. 
her it differ not from other daics that are 
common daies ? and if it be not holy, why - 
doe you doe any thing at all? and if it bee ho. | 
ly, is not a holy day to be keptholy? why doe | | 
you dwEnor keepe itcxaRly to God? And for | 
Prajer,when youcome rocali ypon the Name | laPrayer, 
of God, it is not the ſlight performance of | 
the duty that God lookes for , it is another 
thing, hee takes your prayers by weight and | 
not by number, therefore looke yeu doe it ex- 
aQly; fo in recciuing the Sacrament, andall | lareccining the 
duties, I leaue it ” —_—_ w met LAI, | 
particulars : and fo for the dutics of your Cal- "al 
ling, ro bediligenriothem, roſerue Godand | ng 
men in thera with che fatneſie and fweetneſſe | 
of them : and fo for ſports and recreati» 
ons, to be exact inthem, andnotro vie-thoſe | In Recreations. 
| R 2 that 
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that be vnlawfull, and thoſe that bee lawfull, 
not to vic them exceiſtuely, but to vic them 
with limitations, and to pur right ends vp» 
on them; and fo in all buſjnefle and conuer- 
firg with men, in all rhe ruinings and paſſages 
of a mans life, . looke that you walke exattly, 


| that your obcdience bce generall, otherwiſe 


that is aſigre the heart is nor changed, a man 
is not right borne tillhe come to walke exad7ly 
with God, till he be willing toperforme euery 
duty ,-- and willing to ſhuane cucry finne 
that hee knowes, euery thing that hath a tin- 
ure of ſinne, if the heart be right there will 
be an antipathy- betwcene vs and whatſocucr 
is called finne; otherwiſe what is the power 


of Rcligion, it wee onely doe duties that are 


facile and eafie, to which wee haue no con-- 


trary diſpoſition, it wereaneafie thing they to 
be religious, bur herein is the power of Reli- 
gion, to ſubdue cuery affeion, to ſubic& tr, 
where therc is a ſtrong ſtreame of a contrary 
diſpoſition to turne the courſe of nature, to 
obey God when a man findes the grearc{t dif- 
ficulties, in the time of rempration and triall 
to doe it, this is that which is neceſſary for 
vs, otherwiſe the truth is, wee ſerue the fleſh 


and not God, ſaith James, Jam.2. The ſame-. 


God that ſaid thow ſhalt not murder, ſaid eſo ihov 
[halt not commit aanltery 310 ay toeucry man 
that failes inany particular, and allowes him- 
ſelfe to lie in any particularſinneghat he will 
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| 
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haue his liberty| in, I ſay, hath not God ſaid, | 
thou ſhale nor doe this as well as: that, and it | 
chou docſt one duty ro God out of loue and | 
reſpe& to him, or if thou didſt abſtaine from 
any (inne becaule he forbids thee, .doth not 
he forbid thee that as well as this,.and he hath 
commanded thee this duty as well 2s the | 
other, why doeſt thou not performeall then? | 
A little leake will finke and drownea Shipas chants; ; - 
well as a great breach; one difzaſe will take 
away the life as well as many z fo one finne, 
one failing in this exa&nefle of conuerſation | 
's enough to d:ftroy vs, itis enough to put vs | 
our of aright condition in Gods fight, there- 
| fore learne to walke exaFly., beware of by- | 
waies, which though it may be hidden from | 
| the eyes of men, yer God knowes it that ſces 
' in ſecret; for that is a common courſe :: Men 
| doeas wandring [tars which are carriedabout | .. hs 
' with the reſt ot the Heauct:s, and yer they | Ns 
| creepe backe by a contrary way, which is their 
| owne proper motion; ſoit is the cuſtome of 
' men to doc as others doe for the outſide, to 
- come to Church, toabſtaiac from groſle ſins, 
' toliueciuilly, rodeale juſtly with men in their 
' common courſe, but they haue a proper | 
| courfe of their owne, Labour tobe exaR, take 
| heed, know that God obſcrues you, and know 
| this, thatthat hath beene the praQiice of the 
Saints, irisnot athing impoſſible robe done, | 


we muſt-not ſct vpon it as vpona thing'that | .& ,akiog, 
| R 3 None | 
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nanc can reach to ; locks on Avſes, (ce his 
manner of walking, when God commangdcd 
him to goe with all chat hee had our of Egyps, 
he would nor leauc fo much as a hoofe behind 
him, he would doe it exaQtly: looke on Pagl, 
he knew nothing by himſcltc, that is, he kept 
| aclecre conſcience in all things, though hee 

were not thereby juſtified : looke on Sameel 


[nſtancesof thoſe 


exactly. 


| 


\ 


| and his walking, he calls the people to. him, 
and faith to them, what hauc I done amiſle > 
whom haye I wronged } hoſe oxe or whoſe 
afſe hane 1 taken ? 


walked with God , but becauſe hee did nor 


walke exat#l, becauſe he offered ſacrifice be- 
tore hee ſhould, you would thinke it a ſmall 


matter,burt becauſe hedid not deſtroy, bur {pa- 
red Aze?, God reieted him, So Nadab and 
Abibs, when they offered ſacrifice, you would 
thinke it ro bee no great matter, a circum- 


ſtance, and will not common fire ſerue the 
eurne ? but they were conſumed for not wal- 
kinz exatth : looke vpon the Propher that did 
not keepe himcloſe to the word of Gad, as 
hee returned backe hee was {laine of a Lion: 
looke vpon Balcam, he walked with a faire out- 
ſide, yet becauſe he was not exaR, (for God 


cret by.ends that he hadin ir, and for this cauſe 
God reieed him, therfore take heed that you 
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walke exattly. $74. 2 Not 


| 


| 


Againe, ſeerhoſe that failc in this, and wee | 
(hall ſce that ic is not a flight matter ; Saul | 


| ſaw thefalſeneſſe of his heart) Godſaw the ſe- 


It is our wiſdome to doe fo, (to ſpeake a 
word or two cf that) to doe that which God 
hath appointed a man to doe, to doe that 
which the rule of wiſdome hath appointed, 
that muſt needs bee the wiſeſt way; now it is 
the rule of wiſdome that commands vs to | 
walke exaftly; and as heis the beſt writer that 
comes neereft his copy, and he the beſt Car- 
penter that comes necreſt his rule appointed 
him, ſo hee is the wiſcſt man that comes nee- {| 
reſt the rule of wiſdome, which is the booke 
of God, which exhorts vs to walke exat7ly. | 

Againe, to be guided by God, who is the 


wiſe(t, is itnot the wiſeſt way? it is Gods ap- 
pointment that we ſhould walke exadthy, exa- 
mine the properties of wiſdome, and we ſhall 
ſce what cauſe there is to reckon jitto be wiſ- 
dome ro walke exadty. 

Firſt, the maine property of wiſdome is, 
when a man logkes to the generall vniucrlall 
end of his life, and frames al things accoiding 
to that, for therein properly wiſdome or pru- 
dence confiſtsz when a man Jookes aright to 
the vemoſt and generall end of his life, for a 
man either to luoke to no cnd or to bee as | 
thoſe that roule vp and down at randome,men | 
that haue no particular ſcope ro which they | 
dire&all their ations, thisis groſſe folly, 66 

But beſides this; if a man haue noend, or if | 
itbe but a particular end, he is not ſaid robe a 
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It is wiſdome to 
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The cauſc of cr- 
Cours. 


Errour about the 
end the greateſt. 


Exat# walking. 
wife man, he may be ſaid to bea wiſe Pilor, or 
a wiſe States-man, ora wiſe Merchant, or a 
wiſe Warriour that ſets ſuch particularends ; 
and ſo we may goe thorow all, but he can ne- 
uer be ſaid tobea wiſe man, except hee looke 
aright to the gencrall ſcopeand the general! 
end of his life ; now he that walkes with God 
perfely, he onely is a wiſe man,” becauſe hee 
onely loukes ar the generall frame and courſe 
of his life aright, The cauſe of all our errours 
(as one ſaith) is becauſe wee looke onely vpon 
part of ourlife, wee looke nor tothe whole, 
wee haue not our cye vponthe generall ſcope 
and aime of our life, and therefore we walke 
vnprudently, he onely is a wiſe man (I ſay) 
that frames the whole courſe of his lite arighr, 


and therefore wiſdome hath that excellency 


aboue all other things, becauſe it lookes ro 
the end; as the end is beſt, ſoany errourabout 
theend is worſt (faith a Diuine,) as the end is 


beſt,ſo folly, and imprudence, anderrour con- | 
. ccrning the end is che greateſt errour: there. 


fore the Scripture calls this wiſdome godli- 
neſſe, and this folly wickednefſe, the beſt and 
worſt names that can be ; therefore if this bee 
wiſdome for a man-to frame the whole courſe 
of his life aright, to looke to the generallend, 
to be ſure that his ſcope be good, then hee is 
the wiſeſt man that walkes exaFly with God, 
whatſoeucr hee be in other things, this makes 
him a wiſe man; i 


| 
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Secondly, [ | 


Exatl walking. rs || 
Secor.dly, this is a property of wiſdome tor - 
| 4man not only to know, but co putin execuþi- |, |. 
on, that is the difference betweene prudence A pradtice. 
and otherarts ;in other arts, he that knowes | Pferencebe- 
whartis beſt, is the beſt Artiſt, but in mar- | AY 199 "= 
ter of prudence, hc that knowes what todoe, | 
and practifeth not, is of all other the moſt foo- 
liſhz and therefore action is a chicfe property 
of wiſdome, there is this requiſite to prudence | 
to inuent the'worke aright, and to pur it in | 
execution : therefore hee chat walkes exactly, 
he that not only knowes what to doe, but in 
good earneſt doth it, hee is the wiſeft man, 
Men are not to bee judged according to their 
knowledge, or according to their habits, but | How wenore o | 
according tothe a&, according to their exe. | *&*<=cd- | 
cution and praQiice, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Rows, | 
2.God ſhall ivdge men according to their workes, | 
Againe, another property of wiſdome is, i! 
when a man not only lookes vpon one part of | Tolooketo EN * 
his buſineſſe, bur he lookes round about ir, | 77 pare of his bu-| 
he lookes in all the nooks and corners of it ; ir rates | 
is the ground of errour, when a man lookes | 
vpon one part that drawes him on to the | 
worke, but he lookes not round about, to ſee, | | 
the diſcommodities, to looke to all : if this be | | 
wiſdome, then to walke with God perfectly 
is the greateſt wiſdome z take any other man 
that doth it not, that ſteps aſide out of the | [ 
waies of God, that walkes not exeiHly with | 
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him, that goes out and ſeckes ſome profit for | | 
himſelfe 
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126 | Exaft walking. 
| himtelte or ſome credit,thar ſteps out for ſs6me 
| | fintull luſt, ro ſarisfie ſome pleaſure which hee 

thinkes will bee great aduantage to him, tv 
| have this which others wanr, what is the rea- 
| {on of this? becauſe he 1s nor wiſe, hee laokes. 
| but vpon one part; ithe did looke round abour; 
| | if he dd put the antecedent ard the confe- 
quent togerher,if he wold ſumme vp all his life | 
cogether, he would ſec thar that were not the 
beſt way, he would ſce that that would bring | 
him much miſery, and that the abſtaining 
from that ſinne would bring him much hap. 
pincflz: thus he would thinke if all were put 
together, but when he lookes on one parr,and 
| nor on all, hence it is that men walke nor 
exd(tly, 

Againe, it is another property of wiſdome, 
Tolooke onthe | for a mannot to looke on the outſide, but to 
nlide 907"$% | Hoke on the infide of things ; fooles looke on 
the outſide, but wiſe men fee the inſide, they ' 


Simile, ſce the ſapin thetree; when a man lookes only. 
on the outſide, hee is ſubie& ro be raken with 
the ſnare, when he ſees the Corne ſpread, and. 
{ces nor the net; buta wiſe man ſees the hooke 

ganile in the bait: the moſt precious things in the 


world, their carriage is baſe, their outſide is 
| baſe, the worſt things are gilded, and men | 
for the moſt parr, for want of wiſdome, take 
the things that are gawdy on the outſide, and 
leaue the other, As the Apoſtle ſaith, [Ve are 4s 

men of ſorrow, though indeed wee reionce as men 
| eo» - ow 
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haning nothing, though wee poſſeſſe all things; his | 
meaning is, the outſide is meane, the uutſide 
is baſe; is it not prudence through the gold | 
to ſee the baſe merals, to ſee the thing that is | 
bad indeed, to ſee the vanity, and folly, and | 
deformity of ſinne, that God hath forbid vs to 
commit; tolce the falſe gloſſes of Satan thar 
he puts vpon finne, to ſee the baſe merall with- | 
in; and on the other ſide to ſee the excellency | | 
of ſ>irituall things ? They that walke exat#ly | 
| they ſee the inſide : Moſes had two things pre- | 
{cnted to him, to ſuffer afflictions with the peo- 
ple of God, the outfide was bad enough, or to 

enioy the pleaſures of ſinne, the treaſures of /&- 
2ypt that he might hauc had in Pharaohs courr, 
' here the _outfide was good, this was his wil- 
| dome to ſee thorow both theſe ; he that walks 
| perfely with God, hee ſecs the inſide of | 
things, he ſees that God neglects things that | 
| haue an outward glof[c, and cleaues to things 


| 
| 
| ' that though the outſide be baſe, yer in them- | 
|  feluestheyarecxcellent and precious, I 
ſhould haue come to ſome exhor- 

ration, but the time is paſt: 


ſo much ſhall ſerue for 
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this time, | 
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Samuels lupport 
of | 


Sorrowfull Sinners. 


* 1SAM. 12-20,21,22. . | 
And Samul [aid onto the people, Feare.. | 
mt ; (- ye baue done all this wickeaneſſe, 
vet turne not afide from following the. | 
Lord, but ſerue the Lord with all your | { 
beart : | 
And turne ye not afide, for then ſhould yee_ | 
|  goe after vaine things, which cannot | 
profit nor deliuer, for they are vain2..) 
| For #he Lord will not forſake his people, for 
hu ereat Names ſake; becauſe it hath | | 
pleaſed the Lordto make you hi people. | 


= He occalton of theſe words was this, | 
[928 PEN in the former part of che Chapter | 
2 et) Same! ferteth forth the greatnefle 
23>) of the fine of rhe people, in defi- 
ring of a King, and he tells them rhar therein | 
| S 2 _ = ay 
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Samuels ſupport | 


| | they had caſt away the Lord who was their | 
King: And vpon this a miracle was wrought, | 
whereby God diſcouered his diſpleaſure from | 
Heauen, which fo amaz:d the people, as ac ' 
tne eighteenth verſe it is ſaid, They fearedex- | 
ceelingiy, and deſired Samuel! that he wonld pray 
for them ; and now in theſe words yee hauz 


Samuels in{wer, and his {cope therein is to ex- 
hort che people nor to feare, for they thought 
that ſo greata ſin could not be forgiuen caſj. | 
ly, nor they ſo caſily receiued to mercy againe; | 
he ehereiore labours to take away the diſcou- | 
ragement, and cels them that it chey would | 


come in, feare not for God will recciue you, | 
| 
| 
| 


Obiet, But they might obieR, but wee haue com. | 
mitted a great ſinne, 
| Aſp. [tis true, ſaith hee, I will not goe about to 


extenuate that, yer notwithſtanding know | 
this for your comforts, that God will conti- 
nuc the ſame that he hath beene, and therefore 
feare not: and thathe further ſerteth forth from | 
an effe& which commonly this feare hath, 
which will cauſe vs to depart from the Lord: 
| | ſo that now hee labours to take away their 
| feare by two things: firſt, by taking away their | 
diſcouragement, the cauſe of their feare: ſe- | 
condly, by (hewing them whe bad effc&irwill 
| \ bring forth, tocauſe them to depart from the | 
| | Lord, the contrary to which he exhorts them | 
; vnto, and confirmes his cxhortations by theſe | 
; reaſons:fir{ſt,faith he, Tarn wot aſide from follow- | 
_—_o'] 
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ing the Lord;in which there is a reaſon couched, 
as if he ſhould haue ſaid, now you haue com» 
mitted une errour, will you commit a ſecond? 
when 2 man 15 out of his way, will hee goc on: 
| no, but willreturne rather, and will you turne 
| aſide from following the Lurd too? lecondly, 

| whither ſhall it be that you would goe? tothe | 
creatures, they can doe you no good, Here are 
| two things that you all deftre;firft,delincrance 
from euill when you are in a ſtate of miſery; 
ſecondly, ſuch things as may aduance you in | 
| a good eftare, Now the creatures can doe | | 
ncither for you, for they are vaine it is vanity, | | 
in empty thing, ard will you leaue the Lord | 
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who hath power to doe all this for you, and 

| what elſe you can deſire? | 
Bur they might ſay, but we haue diſpleaſed | object. 
the Lord, fo that he will not looke on vs as he | 
was wont, | | 
Heanfivereth and tels them that Gnd is the Auſw. |, 
ſame, hewill nor eafilytorſake his people, for | ; 
| which he gines two reaſons , fiift, beczufc he | 
had choſen them to be his people, he had free i 
ly made them his people ar the firſt, and hee is 
| alwaies the ſame, and therefore he will conti- : 
nue to keepe you. _-*] | 
But they might ſay, we haue made our ſelues | ob;ec7, 
vnworthy of being his people, wee deſerueto | [ 
hauea bill of diuorcement given vs, | 
Bur yet ſecondly, becauſe they were his } Anſw, | 
people, called by his Name, cherefith for his | 
| | Mo 
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that 


\ drawne from the Lord, aad therefore hee cx- 


| by pitching them vpon wrong obicRs, or ex- 


Samuels ſupport 
Name ſake hee wou!'d not caſt them away, It 
would bee againſt his honcur and glory ; fo 
theſe arc the ſumme of the words, | 
From theſe words feare nos, the Doctrine is, 


% 


Oar natures are aft to bee tnordinate in our 
affettions, in our feares as they here, (019 
our lowes andgriefes, 

Now that it was fo with them, it appearesby | 
Samel his (peech, for you may know the dit- | 
caſe by the medicine, tlicir hearts were ſhaken | 
and diſ.duantaged exceedingly, and wel-nigh | 


; 
4 


horts them that they ſhould rot feare ; this 
ſhewes that we are apt to ſeare inordinately, 
they had Prophets no doubt among them 
that had told them of this ſinne all the time 
they wzre about it, and then they fearednor; 
bur now the thundcr came, they beganne to 
feare extremely, ſo that Samacl had much 
adoe ro compole them againe, Now our af- 
ſe&ions are ſaid to be inordinate, cither when 
we doenot love, or feare, or grieue for that 
we ſhould (for therein our inordinacy conſiſts 
i1thedefc&;) or ſecondly, when as they are 
ſet too much vpon any thing, that is, when 
we ouer-loue or ouer-grieue, which is cither 


ceeding in the meaſure, and therein lics 4 
the | 
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the errour that is in our affeions z now ler vs 
ſce our owne diſpoſition by the diſpoſition of 
this people : when wee are well and in health, 
we fcare, not any ſinne, but as the Prophets 
| phraſe is , R#ſb into fluxe, as the horſe ruſheth 
into the battell; ahorle is not ableto diſcerac 
| that they are enemies, and ſo ruſhes on to his 
| owne deſtruQion, ſo Selemoen ſaith, 4 fooles 
goes on aud is puniſbed, and a foole rageth and a 
carelefſe; that is, hee is violeat in his affcRions 
to {inne, and yet fearelcſſe withall : and this * 
you may ſee alſo in the people of Zyſre, at 
the firſt they thought Pal and Barnabas to be. 
| gods, and knew not how to doc too much for 
| them, but anon they would haue killed chem ; ' 

and ſo we ſee by experience, that thoſe whom | 
men had magaificd and eſteemed moſt, they ' 
haue at laſt moſkdeſpighted and contemned, | | 
and fo before ſicknefle wee cannot humble | 
men, in ficknefſe we cannot comfort them, all 
which proucs the Doarine. 

Now for the reaſons of it; firſt, the gene» | Reſon 1, 
rall cauſe is the fall, which hathputall out of 
order, ſo that the ſoul is like an Inſtrument | 
| quite out of tune, cuery ſtroke that is ſirucke 
is amiſſe, there is no harmony at all-in ity ſc- | 


—l—_ 


| condly, the more immediate cauſes arc, firſt | 
| injudiciouſneſſe, men are not able to iudge | 
| aright, and chen they are bold when they 
| ſhould be fcarefull, and feareſull when they | 
ſhould be bold, as one that wanterh $kill and | 
7 T iudpe- | 
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i profit to-man, and not to: behinderainoes in | 
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tudgementis fearcfull in char bufinefſe, which 
a wile man that knowes it will not fczre : ; le. 
uy , afteQtions want the brid'ic of g grace, 


| which ſhould kceepe them in, and moderate | 
| thei; rhey are of cherhſclurs vnruly bortes 

| thar draw the ſoule out of the way, val if 
| there bean Aaryge, an hand kepr ypan them 
by grace, and this being wanting it becomes 
further inordinare, becauſe Satan ioynes with 
thine affeions very often, forthat ishis ad. 
unrage z to adde vindtothe tide, and hence 
| ariſeth his remprations, when as he fees an af- 
| keion ſtirring, hee rakes the adyantage, in 
tends ir, and makes-them moreviolenr, 

Tie vſe is, to takenorice of this inordinacy 
of our affeCEions. thr wee are ſubie& vnto, 
we have an-inmate-within vs that will haue 
| an hand'in cuery bufineſſe, and whatiit dorh,jir 
ſtil doth amifle 5; whartſoener therefore you 
[ are a doing, (til fearch what aff:&icns you 
| haur, and you ſhall inde tharall that comes 
| fron) your fleſh is am-fſ*, and be ieal»us over 
| finnes, and this ye ſhould rather doe becauſe | 
' they blind: che tndgementz when uk tions are 
{trong then take heedof them, | | 

Bur you will aske me;, how ſhall 1 know | 
| mine aff: ions are inordinare? *\ 
| ' Tanfwer, then whenthey thats, | 
| for youſhall know this, tharall afetionsare 
| plant: d/by God for a ſpetiall end;"vI&;ard 


| 


them» | / 
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themſelues,{5 as we could want none of them, | 
we could not want griefe for things paſt, nor 
could we be freed from feare of euils to come, | 
for otherwiſe we could not take heed nor la- | 
bour to preuent them when they are com- | 
ming vpon vs, we could notbe freed from an- 
| ger, for it ſtirs vp to remoue impediments 
| that lie in our way. Now you know the inors 
dinacy of an aff<Qion,"as you may khow a | 
diſeaſe in Pyſicke ; the generall wh of Phy- 
ficians is, when thete is aZio{s/a, as when you | 
viewall che funQions of nature, and you ſce 
nacurall impediment in ſome natural] fun: | 
Riong why then wee 1udge there is a diſcaſe; | 
ſo je 1s trucin the ſoule, when your gricte is 
ſuch as interrupts prayer, and heating, hin- 
ders you in your duty ro Gud and man, then 
it is inordinate; andit was the caſe of the [( | 
raelites inordinacy, who could not hearken | 
' to Moſes for the gricfe of their hearts: ſo for 
' anger, if iebe ſuchas cauſeth you to remoue 
| I | ſuch impediments as lie in the way of good | 
deſires, then ir is good; but when it cauſcth 
 fuch a diſtemper, rnar you arercady to flie in | 
If | the faces of your brethren, and foas you are | 
more ynfit for what 15 good, then it is-inordi- | 
"nate: and ſo likewiſe your feare, when it ex- | * 
peorareth your ſoules, ſo as they are made | 2 | 
vnable to preuent the cuils that you feare, and | | 
| ſo diſcourageth you, that you tlie from God; | 


| } | fo as to hide your ſelues from him as {dew | ; 
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did, and as they here would haue done, and 
ſo if your delights and mirths make you more 
| indiſpoſed and vrfit to prayer, or for good 
| conference, &c. fo it comes inas adampe to 
your mirth, and when as that which ſhould 
oile the wheeles and make you cheercfull in 
good duties cloggeth you, then they are in- 


| ordinate, 
|  Oweſſl, | 8.Butyouwillazkeme, how weſhalk reſiſt 
the mordinacyof them > 
Anſw. A. Two waies : fi:ſt, if thy inordinacy bee 


inthe defect, innot fearing whey we ſhould: 
l | fearc, or not louing when we ſhould laue 3 we 
muſt be carefull then for ro ſtirre it vp, forwee 
| may fianeia the want of affcQion, as much as 

in the miſplacing of them, as this people here 

ſinned as much innor ſearing before, as in fea- 
| ring now, and in their feare now they feared 
the iudgement and net the finne : for had 


| their feare becne pitched vpon that, Samuel 
| would not haue laboured:to have taken them 
| off, Secondly, they fcarcd that God would 
| not be reconciled ro them any more, ſo that 
| their ſcare was miſplaced, and therein they} 


— 


| finned, whereas Chriſt ſ»ith, Rexel,2.10, Feare 
| | nor the things ze ſball ſaffer; burthe ſins which 
| ! brings thote croſſes. 

Lv 3 Q.,But you will fry, whenas our feares and 

| affedions are thus miſplaced, when our hearts 
| arc pofſeſſed of them, how thallwe then reſiſt + 
| andempry our heares of then). > | 
| A. Firft, | 
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A, Firft, haue your indgements ſet right, | ' An/w, 
| for theobliquity in the affeion comes trom | 
the indgement, as thoſe things we apprehend 
\. ro beeuil}, chem we feare roo much, and there» 
| forelabour to haugir enlighrned, 
£2. It you aske me, how we ſha!l doe thar ? veſt, 
Be... Bring it to the VVoid,and ſee what char Lnſw, 
| ſaies, for the Word is as a glafſe which repre» 
| fents rhings as they are : I cannor ſtand to 
| giue inſtances our of the Word how to dire 
every aft: &ionz ag now rake Pouerty, which 
thou feareſt ſo much, the Word makes itno- 
thing, Rew. 2 9. 2 know thy pouerty, bat thow art | 
rich; as it he had ſaid,itis a matter ofnothing : 
$9 likewiſe for your feare of men, Feare not him 
that can kill the body, bus feere him that can cafþ 
both bedy and foule rnto bell fire; firſt, the Scrip- 
tures make nothing fearcfull but Gods wrath 
ard fGnne, and therefore now flicke ro-the | | 
Word, and whatſoever thy phant-fic 13, yet | 

| 
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fay, frre} am this 5 God ſa1d, andthercfore I 
am ſure it is ſo,and this will re @iffethe iudge- | 
ment z. ſay it is but my fancy, howſocuer it |} 
may bee greater or lefſer, yer the thing is the | 
| fime as the Vord faid jt + As the thidow Stevile, 
may bee-greater or leſſer, yer the body the | 
frme ; fo rake any thing clfe, as the loſe of \ 
credir, or the like, we thinke theſe ſomerhing; | 
| | and feare them, bur the faulr is in our phan- | 
| | rzfieg men doe rhercfore well by fitting their 
heatrs ro what the VVoard faith, toftay them- | 
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lelues, Secondly, againe if chis will not pre- 
uaile, then lee vs pray our (clues ſober z tor in« 
ordinate affections make as much difference 
betweene a man and himſclfe out of it, as is 
betwcene a drunken and a ſober man, Now 
Prayer compoſeth the heare much, for ic. 
bringeth chee inco Gods preſence : And as the 
Sun caſts down: the miſts and diſpels thern, 
{o Prayer dothan jnordinate atfeRion, Againe 
thicdly, adde co this communion of Saints, 
and that is a good meanes z for weare in ſuch 
tics, as men ina feauer whoſe, mourhes being 
out of taſte, we ſhould ſuffer our lelues to bee | 
ruled by the judgement and taſte of others, 
Fourchly, after all this beſeech God to con- 
uince thy iudgement, to perſwade thy ynder- 
ſtanding fully, for that,none can fully doe 

butihee.. go} {obt 

The ſecond Do&trineis, that 

. | 


The greatueſſe of or fenne is no impediment to 


foreineneſſe. | 


Jc1s true, ſairh Samuel, yee haue done this 
great fine, I will not goe aboutto diminiſh 
it, butthe Lord will forgiuc you notwithſtan- | 
ding. I will-deliuer itin theſe termes, becauſe | 
weare aptnot tothinke ſo, and when wehaue | 
fianed againſt the light of conſcience, relap- 
ſed often, wee are afraid ro come into. 
preſence, as we {ce it by experience; and Pee: 

| ore | 
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| (ord now if any man hath watinkred any | 


| grearfi finne, ket him. apply ir ro himſelfe, Irs | 


crue,'I tance done fuch a great wickedneſſe, 
why 'yer be of good comfort, humbleyour 


[c!te, continue 16 foliow the Lord, you thallfinde | 


God the ſame to you that here he was-to this 


| | people; Now the reaſon of this is: 


Firſt, becauſe the pardon of the Goſpell, 
which we preach, makes no exception of any 


F 11ne; Chriſt came to ſau2 ſinners, ro reke 
| away the ſinnes of the world, this In ſpoken 


indefinire'y, Seconely , nor of any perſon, | 


notany exception of any rebe}Þ ur rebellion: 
| Thirdly, beſides the price that was paid an- 
 {wers forthe greateſt (innes as wellas the leaſt; 
he is ready to forgiue athouſand pound vpon 
ſarisfaRtion, as well as ten groats'y andthere- 
fore if thou haft Chriſt for thy rarſome, ir-is 
no matter what thy ſinncs hane beene, great 


mes 


preach rhe Goſpel! ro cucry creature, there is | 


or ſmall; forthe fameprice may as we)bſ{tand | 
| for the one'as for the orhier, Againe tourthly, | 


the God:-whieh wee hauc ro'deale with is a | 


mighty God, enewin this, cuen inpardoning, 
Michah + 7-18. Who is likes bur God that par< 
doneth iniquity, \mnd\paſjeth by the ;rinferefibd 
of bis get hee will ſubducxiiem andicalt 
| them'\all ineo-'the depth of the' Sea, that is, 
herein- the "infiniteneſſ> 'of- God appeares in 
| lorgiiing rrarſprefionsghe ſhewerh-his might 
inir, - 66k. 56a God; and:noras 


| 


| man, | 
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140 | Samuels ſupport | 
| man, and therefore hee victh that metaphor 
of caſting their finnes into the depth of the 
Sea, that as the Sea drowneth mountaines as | 
well as mole-hils, if they be caſt into ity ſo his 
| Artributcs are infinite and ſo are his mercies: 
and therefore hee takes delight to forgiue | 
great ſins, becauſe we know him to be God and | 
not man thereby, becauſe hee forgiues moc 
than a man is able or willing to forgiue. But 
becauſe examples are more prevalent in this 
| caſc, I willgive you a few, Adam was the caule 

| of murthering the whole world, he made all 

men not onely guilty of the firſt dearh, but 
| alſo of the ſecond ; beſides other aggrauati. 
ons of his ſinne, beleeuing the Dcuill rather | 

than God, &c, yet weſee that God found out 
| | a remedy and teceiued him into mercy, for 
he himſclfe preached the Goſpel! ro him, and 
therfore not without profit, So likewiſe A«- 
wafſes finnes exceeded, fo as indeed wee know 
not how a man ſhould commir more almoſt: 
yet when he humbled himſelfegrcatly, (for he 
| had great ſinnes) God recciued him to mer- 
cy, and reſtored him to his Kingdome ſo as 
when weread of his ſinnes, how kefilled Jers- 
 ſalem with bloud, &c., one of vs would hauec 
| beenc ready to hauc ſaid, VVhat Lord, wilt 
thou forgiue this man and ſer him in his King- 
4 dome, as iſhe had donenothing againſt thee 2 
| to nameno. mere-than that in'the x Coy, 6.9. | 
thoſe monſtrous and heinous fins there men- | 


c tioned, | 


A 
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tioned, as greatcrthere cannotbe mentioned, | | 
yet ſome of them that were guilty of them | 
were receiued to mercy, ſuch were ſome of you, | 
but now are ye waſhed and iuftified, gre, 
| The vic ſhall be, that youwould take heed | pe. 
| how you limit the holy One in regard of his 
mercy, that he will goe fo farre in pardoning 
and no further; I dare boldy tell you, itis as 4 
 greata ſinne to limit God in his mercy as in 
lis power; as that was the finne of the Ifrac- 
lites, when as they were to goc into thadand of | 
| Canaan, they limited God, and thought hee * | 
| could not bring them in becawſe of to great 
walls and great Gyants,&c, and ſo rake you | | 
| heed leſt you limit his mercy, as that when | 


RR 
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| yourſiones areſuch ſinnes of ſo heinous a na- 
; tureas that he will not forgiue you, How did 
| Dania, whenhee had committed the great ſin | 
| with Bathſeba, &c, and ſo Peter thar ſtood in | 
| the ſametermes with Chriſt that hee did be- 
| fore; andif you cannot bring your hcarrs to 
| thinke this, then goe beyond your owne 
| iudgement by faith, for this is it that hindrerh 
| v8 from beleeuing, that wee draw a ſcantling 
ofthe Lord by our owne phantaſies, whereas | 
| heſayes, That his thoughts are abowe owr thouzhts | 
in pardoning, 1/aieh 55. Another point that] | 
willdcliuer from theſewords is this, that | | 
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Saxwel here you ſee, when hee goes abour to 
comfort the people, he aggrauates the finne, 
but wicthall aggrauates Gods mercies, and (o 
comforteth them zo tharthe beſt way to haue 
a ſinne forgiuen ,\is to. conffT; it to the-vt- 
moſt, 

Firſt, it puts a man into ſuch a diſpofition 
as God hath promiſed torgiueneſſevnto, for 
then we come to ſce the vileneſlt of ourſelues, 
that wee cannot ſtand vpon our owne bot- 
tome, butare empty of all, and wirhout God 
muſt periſh, and ſo are drawne from our ſelues 
and all in vs, $0 reſt no more vpon our-ſclues, 
but vpon God alone, 

Secondly, beſides ,.the more particularly 
ſinne is confeſſed, the more glory ariſeth to 
God, and ſhame ro our ſclues,- 

And againe, it ſtrengthneth vs againſtfinne 
another time, a full confefſton of any fine is a 
great preſernatiue againſt it, when a man hath 
looked round aboutany finne, and confidered 
all the particulars of ir, it ſhuts vpall waies tb 
the finne, whereas otherwiſe, when men con- 
f.fle by halues, they liue in ſome way of 
{linning, _ 10: $14 

The vic is, to teach-you not to cxrenuate 
your fins, butto confclile them to the yrmolt; 
and this-you-had need bee exhorted-.vnto; 
tor I doe not know a duty more hard than 
this, tzough,you may. thinke 1teafie3/men are 
luta to confefic their: {innes, becauſe pes 
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| loth to leaus their fianes ; rill chey mzane eo 
| leaue ir, they extenuareit; if men will keepe | 
| any reſervation, and arc not willing perfely | 
| to forgoe all, they will not confefſe them 
| fully. 

Againe, men want light to ſeefin fuliy, for 
wee ſcefininthe circumſtances of it no further 
| than wee haue light lent vs from the Holy 
| Ghoſt; as thelight is brighter and brighter in 
' the houſe, the more clearely doe we diſcerne : 
| the leaſt more, ſo here. | 

Againethirdly,there is aſelfe-loue in eucry | 
one,and therefore while wee looke on ſinne as 
| our owne, weare ready tofauour it ; as 1wda, | 
| whileſt he looked on the adultery, as in his | 
| daughter, hee indgedie worthy of death, hee | 
would haue her burnt, but when ir came to | 
be his owne fſinne, then the caſe was altercd : | 
| fo David would hauehad the manpur to death | 
that tooke his neighbours ſheepe, bur when 
itcame and proucd to be his owne caſe, God 
was faine to rake a great deale of paincs to | 
humble him, and to make him confeſle it 3 and 
| therefore aggrauarte your finnes in your con- 
| {cflions , ſaying, I haue had theſe and theſe | 
; meancs, I haue ſinned againſt the grear lighr 
| againe and againe, and brake the couenantr 
that I haue made with God, and know that 
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demne vs, God is greater than our hearts; let vs | 
take a man that apprehends his finne moſt | 
\ 6.2 : fully, 
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this way you cannotexceed, 1f our hearts con | 1 10by3.16. 
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tully, yet God concciues more fully of it, ſo as 
we tn our thoughts cannot reach to what hee | 
| ſcect finne to bee : and herein you had need | 
take paines and ſearch diligently, for many | 
finnes that are great finnes, will appeare at the 

| firſt ro be bur {mall ones, as this ſinne of theirs, 
they thought ic but a ſmall marcer at the firſt, 
it was butchufing of a King that was not any 
where ſorbidden, and yet Samuel tels their, 
| that therein they had firſt caſt away the Lord; 
| ſecondly, they caft away Sarmel and the Lord 
| n him; thirdly, they had put truſt in Kings: 
And ſo Davids numbring of the people ſecmes 
to be bura ſmall ching, a thing not in it ſelfe 
volawfull fora King to ſee what ſtrength hee | 
| hath ro encounter an enemy, but Darid hec 
| knew his owne heart, he kaew his owne cnds, 
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| then he cries out he had doneexceeding foo- 
{bly z know this therefore that this yee 
| ought to doe, and that the more ye ſee franc | 
abound, the more ye will ſee grace abound, | 
and ſo you will -loue the more, and prize ' 


Chriſt the more, and bee more humble and 


| content with any condition, Againe obſcrue, 


One finne mikes much way for another. | 


| 
| 
| This ſinneof theirs had well nighdrawne | 
| them ro a departing fromthe Lord, now were 


they in the high way to ſlip from the Lord 
quite away. 


The 
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The reaſons ares fi R, becauſe exery at in- 
rends the habit of ſinne, 3s when any thing is 


| acted it incieaſcrth the habir with witch it ts 
| acted; as cuery aRt of grace ſtrengtheneth the 


habit of grace, {1 (inne m3kes the ficlhtorife 


| aboue rhe ſpirie, roget it vader, and ſo arlaſt 

. togetthe victory, | 

| Becauſcenery ſinne weakneth that grace, which | 

| ſhould refit it; as in a diſeaſe there is not 

' onelya thing contrary, with which health is 

' to wraſtle, but ſomething alſo which weak- 
neththe ſtrength by which health ſhould re- 


(iſt; and fo duth fiane (clpecially great fins) 


ſe. ze vpon the ſtrength, takes away the re- 
Qitude of iudgement by which we ſhould re- 
ſilt; if ir be a great finne, ir workes as a great 
diſcafe which feazern v/on rhe principall parr, 


and therefore 1s often littie felr.g a ſmall finne 
' 1s a {mall wound, which wce may caftly 
 feele, becauſe all cle is in health, bura great 


firne is as a blow vpon the head which ama- 
z<th vs. 


Againe, committing a great finne diſcou- | 


rapeth vs from comming 10 Goa for pardon, aud 
makes vs bold to goe on, and feeing we are 
ouer ſhooes, we are willing to goe onand bee 


ouer boots too, 
After commiſſion of a great finne, God gr- 


weth Satan leaue to take poſſeſſion of a man, as Sa» | 
tan got poſſeſſion of Sau} by his enuy at Da» | 


aid; an euill ſpirit(as is faic) fell vpon him,and 
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ne would bate killed Dawid'; and fo 18d as, af. | 
| ecr his reſolution to betray his Maſter, the De. | 
uill entred into him, and would not ſuffer him | 
to continue there, but to hang himſelfe, and | 
therefore take heed of falline into finne, for | 
then ye arc 1anguam in precipitio, foas you can. | 
| not ſtay your felues, as in a quicke-fand you | 
ſinke deeper and deeper z and therefore deal: | 
with ſinne as you would deale with poiſon, | 

which a man will not Ict alone to lyc long in | 
| his body, but he will cake an antidote againſ | 
| itas ſooneas he can, Another point we may | 
| obſcrue is this, that | 
| 


— 


| Dodds. Diſconragement and too much feare are pre 
| | | Wranes of onr departare from God, 


Feare not, turne not aſide from following 
the Lord, ce. There are many things which | 
i 1 keepe vs off ftrom comming to God; firſt, our 
ſtrong luſts, not willing to giue ouecr all, nor 
2 yet to doe all, Secondly, our deferring of re- 
pentance, wecan doc it as well hercafter, but 
the greateſt hinderance of all other is that | 
which, wee haue now named: Many. will ſay | 
| indecd, toenioy the fauour of God is a com» | 
fortable thing, and co haue aſſurance of our | 
| | fiancs being forgiuen, bur I have litele hope | 
| of this, I haue ſuch a nature, and T hanefal- | 
len often, and haue ſo much hardnefle of | 
| heart as God willncuer recciue mee, and:ſo | 


| men | 
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| men fie downe diſcouraged ; and this muſt 
| needs hinderin many reſpects, 
| Furſt, becauſe zt takes away all alacrity, for 
| whata man hathno hope tobring to paſſe, he | 
| will never goe abourit; fo a ſcholler, if hee | 
' hath no hope toget learning, will giue 'ouer | 
| tudyingy take hope away, and take away all | 
' endeuour, nay take away all deſire, which is 
| more, for what 1s our of a mans hopea man 
 defiees nor, for obieRs they worke when they 
lie ncere the faculty, cuenas fire neuer wor- 
keth till the fuellbe nigh ir, and the loadſtone 
aillctheiron be purto it: rhings thatateafar off, 
wehane little &fire to: asnow to inftance, the 
' condition of Kings, though it bea thing moſt 
 defjreable, ycrſeldome men actually deſire it 
| becauſe iris ourof their hopes, and therefore 
| when men arediſcouraged; as thinking they | 
| ſhallneuer haueſuch a luſt mortified, they fit | 
| downe without all deſire or endeuour :and fo | 
| when menlookg onthe Lordias onaftiitand ! 


| 

. * | 

| ſeuereTudge,iiecaulerh(frangenefſeinthem y |: 
| they will not come at him,” but they will bee | 
| 


content with that liberty which they may en» 


ioy withour him, as beggers:whenthey fee '$ 
| they.cannor berter'their-condition, content | 


| themſclues with what they arc,and thathberty | 


| which -_ doeenioy; and'ſomen'being di{- | 


| couraged from going to Godz:they turne and 


wrt), | 


| lome liberty, $1; X 
Againe, 
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reſt on ſomerhingelſc; for«the keartwillhaues | 
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Againe, when we.come to the Lord, Satan | 
he caſts in all theſe feares, hee muſters vp all | 
obicions, but the Spirit you ſee ſaith, Dye | 
wot feare 5 now whether will you take part | 
with Satan or the Spirit? It men be humble, | 
Chriſt ſaith likewiſc, come 10 me and you [hal 
bane eaſe, all ye that are weary and heany lades; 
letthem not thinke that their {innes are a bur. 
then that will breake their backs, if they come 
to him, and ſo the Taylour hee trembled and | 
thought himſelfe vndone, but Pas! told him | 
of the Lord Ieſus, in whom if hee belceucd 
he ſhould be ſauedy it is good forvs to con- 
ſider what Sacans end is, in caſting in ſuch 
obieions,asabout the hardneſle of our heare, 
&c. his end is todiſcourage you, 

Q. But you will ſay, how ſhall I know when 
fuch obieQions are from Satan, they may 
ariſe from a right iudgement of what nine | 
e{tate is? F 
A. Yeſhall know it by this, if they put you 


lifflefſe ro what it ſhould apply irſelfe co, as | 
Prayer, Repentance, then it is fratn Satan, 

- In that when the people had here commit- | 
red this great ſinne, and Samet bids them not | 
teare; they might haply aske him, what would | 
you haue vs doe ? then hee ſaith, Tarne not © 


afide from following the Lord your God, but ſerne | 
bim with all your bearts ;, I raiſe this fixth Do- 


' 
Then 
14 | 

4 


' off furtherfromthe Lord, and make the heart | | 
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 IWhena man bath committed any preat ſinne, it 
| = #« bu duty, bu beſt and wiſeſt wayis come in 
preſently and turneto God, | 


of forronfull $ inners, 
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The Spirit here by S«mue! commands it, 
and therefore it is their duty, and what hee | 
commands it is beſt and the wiſcſt courſe to 
rake ;thereaſons of itare : , 

Bceavſe the heart immediately after the ſinus 
committed begins ts contrat# hardueſſe, and the 
longer ic goes without returning, the more 
| hargneſſe it: contracts, bur preſently after it js 
' more ſenſible; and therefore a wound that is 
' taken preſently is the ſooner healed, and the 
| {marr willberhcleſle, fo it is in finne, 


|  Bycommitting ane ſin we are expoſed to greater, 


' forit is like the breaking downe of the walls, | 


| which the Jonger they lie,the breach not made 
| vp, the more cnemies may comein; there js a 
gap made, whichif itbenot topped, willler | 
the good cattcll outandtheeuilleattell ing ſce 
this in Daxid, if he hag humbled himfelfe and 
renued his repentance, be had prevented that | 
| murder, and making Friehdrunke, &c, but he 
| let the gap lie: open, and fee whatatroope of 
| fines camein':.feerhis alfo/in &fa,his waking | 
a Couenanrwith the King of Araw,and reſted 


| 


| 


| 


| on him, arrhe beginning of the : but | 
now if he-had humbled himſclfe, all-the reſt | 
tharfollowes had bcene prenenced, buthe did | 
| S not | 
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not ſo, and then followes putting the Pro. 
'phets in priſon,oppreſſing the peoplezwhen he | 
was ſick,ſecking to the Phyſicians, for he grew 
worſe and worſe, his end was not anſwerable| 
to his beginning, though he was a good man 
and Peter now on the other fide, becauſe he 
humbled himſelfe, he preſently was receiued 
to mercy, and preuentcd al), 

The longer ye lie in a finne vnrepemed, the prea- 
ter the ſinne ««, becauſe you abuſe Gods pati- 
ence the more for hee confidereth cuery 
houre, and it is not flackenefſe in him that hee 
forbcares you, bur patience, which you abu- 
ſing, adde vnto his wrath euery minute, 

The ſame antics lie pon you that did before, 
which you ought to performe, and your ſ{inne 
is no priuilege for the omiſſion of them, and 
therefore your beſt way is to turne, andnotto 
goe on in your finne, 

06. But you will ſay, Muſt a man come in 
preſently into the preſence of God after hee 
hath ſo groſly offended him ? 

Anſw.e may, and ye ought todoc it, but 
| not with that diſpoſition remaining in your 
heart, wherewith you commit the ſinne, but 
with an heart humbled, conuerted to God, 
ſiricken withtheſenſcof irsfinne, promiſing 
new obedience, and thus rocome in preſently 
is noabſurdity, 1f a Rebell, preſently aſter his 
| rebellion, comes indeed with a ſwordiin his 
handintothe preſcuceof a King, lethim not 
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0b, Firſt, you will ſzy, my heartcannor be 0s, 
preſently humbled enough, ro which I anſwer, | 

A: That God ſtands not ypon the meaſure | 
ofhumiliation, ſo as to reie thee, bur if itbe 
in ſincerity, if thou knoweſt and ſceſt the finne 
thou haſt committed, ſo as thou art vile in 
thine owne eycs,.and arr refolucd not tore | | 
'turne to it-againe z if this bee in ſincerity, b 3 
though in never ſo ſmall a meaſure, the Loxd [VP 
accepts thee, Againe, | 

Secondly know;that thoucapſtnorbehums | _Lya/p, 2, 
bled as thou wou'deſt at the firft, adde there- | a | 
fore to thy humiliation afterwards, as Danid | '1 
when he ſaid, Zord, 1have finned, God forgaue | hs i 
him, though he was nor ſo much humbledas-} - 
afterward, 
06.2. Againeyou will ſay, itmay be my ftn 0b. 2. 
is not healed yer, then indeed T may come 8 
with confidence, and yet my heart may bee as | 
: 
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falſe as cuer.. | 

A. Tanſwer,.that men are firſt toſecke par- 
don, and then prepare for healing afterward, 
for this is a ſurerule, that here is no ſtance hea- 


{:d till there is an affarance of forgiueneſle, " 
[The Lord, as he waſheth away the guile, ſo he | | bi 
; | X 2 healerh | "mn 
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healeth the ſtaine, and giucs a new Spirit, for 
| this is his Concnant, Jerem. 31, Extch: 26. 1 
will forgiue their finnesy and what then 2 and giae 
them new hearts, We arc all decceiucd in this, 
that we thinke when as we take a purpoſe with 
our {clues againſt a ſinne, that all is then done, | 
but it is nortſo; asa man that hath a running 
iflue in his body, it is not enough for him 
toſay, I willnot haucic thus, I defre it ſhon!d 
not bes I purpoſe ie (hall nor, but hee muſt 
vie meanes to heale it. To conclude., when 
any haue fallen into finne, I ſay vnto them, as 
Samael herc, Comtinae yee ts ſerve the Lord. doc 
you thinke ro mend tlic matter when you arc 
outof the way, by going on or ſtanding ſtill, 
but ret#rne rathcr and /erae the Lord, for hec is |. 
the ſame Lord ſtill, and there is the ſame bond. 
ſtillthar binds you to ſerue him, And againe, | 
whatwill you doc, goe ſome whitherellc, (for | 
you muſt haue a being) will you goe to the 
creatures to get reſt from them, they arc 
vaine,they will not profit you,nor deliuer you, 
bur you will ſay, whither tben> why, to the 
Lord, bur what hope is there that hee ſhould 
accept vs; why, the Lord will not forſake his 
ople, He is ſtillthe ſame God, hee will not 
orſake bis owne, as a father wiil not forſake | 
his child; and ſecondly, hee will not for his 
1 Names fake; Laſtly, obſerue hence, that 
The fiws which we commit make no change i 
the Lord. 
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No ſubſtantiall change z rhey may make him 
angry as a father may be with his ſon, and that þ 
ſoas they may feele the effects of it, but yer | 
he is the ſame God fitill; for | 

Firſt, it 4 not the ſlipping into great ſunnes that Rr | 
breakes the conenant or makes it v8idythere isno- | eaſon 1. 
thing that makes a bill of dinorce, bur an vt- | | 
ter turning away from God, | 

Againe ſecondly, Godis che ſame, andyonare | gouſans, | 
the ſame z your hearts are the ſame to hier, the 
ſame bentof minde, the ſame frame of heart | 
remaining in you ſtill, ye are his ſeruants ill, 
and he is the ſame ; vpon the ſame grounds 
| that he choſe you firſt he loues you ſtill, ſinnes. | F 

worke no ſubſtantiall alteration z he choſe you |. F 
frecly becauſe he would, and thereforeas there | 
isa tranſient act of finne paſſcd from you, ſo |: 

a tranſient at of puniſhment may paſle: from | 
God, for as your hearts are the ſame for ſub- . 
ſtance to himas before, ſo is Gods to you, BD 

The vſe is, that you would net thinke when | 
you haue ſinned, that the Lord will reiet you. {| # Je. | 
Our Sauiour Chriſt ſhewes the ſame by the | i 
parable of the Prodigall : they in the houſe |. 
did not thinke' that fuch a ſonne ſhould hane | | | 
| had ſuch entertainment when he had ſpent ſo 
much, that his father would haue giuen him 
 fuch an anſwer, #9 fall /pow his necke, tobce ſo | 

glad of him; by that our Sauiour expreſſeth | 
how willing God isto recciue ſinners. Danid | 
No! hadno fooner faid, 7 have ſinned, but God ſaid, | 
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, I hane put away thy finne ; and {o Peter after his 
' denial}, Chriſt looked on him with the ſave 
familiaritic as he did before, Onely doc-not 
thinke that God will ho'd the wicked inno- 
| | crat; if ye haucfalſe hearts, then ye ſhall not | 
| be forgtuen, 
rex, | Itrhe Lord be foready to receiue men after 
they hauc offended him, conſider how worthy | 
of vtrter deſtruction they are that will not 
turnce to him z:if God ſhould-ſay to any man 
here, Thou haſt commirted this fin againſt me, 
yet come in, thera ſhall be no hinderance of 
my part, vnlcſle the ſtabbornneſfe of rhine 
| ownewillhinderthee, who would nor ſay that 
' he that ſhould refuſe were worthy to be con- | 
; demncd? Chriſt 'is ſaid to come to rexder ven- 
3 T'beſ.s, | geance is thoſe that obey wot the Goſpel, and | 
therefore Samwet addes this in the end* | 
| 
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oſall, if they would forſake the 
1 Lord, know that you and. 
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